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Kayhan: Zionists in Basel Assad’s death 


il*¥n, IT.-*" ,rMia ? on Sunday accused the 

_5S? SSwJ'SlI?? “’K?" sen ' 1Ctt of masterminding the car crash in 
■^SESXti Haf ” A Assad ' s cldttt son* Basel- was killed. 

ScaT/SJ ^SLSST to deaJ wi,h a Sy^ 3 without another 
Hara Al Assad. So the incident raises many questions." said the daily 

. K^an. ■ We cannot exclude a role here for U.S. and Israeli agents ” 
1 * 1 ? lhe .. mosl appropriate replacement for 
4 X hope to continue the "tough political 
t^!§!L- 0 i Assad, who has ruled the counny for 24 years. 

added ^ BascJ was his father's confidant, often chosen to 
ne S olia tions on Hafca Al Assad's behalf. pariSSri? 
.wuh the ^banese group H.zbollah. Basel’s death cute ten than a 
A v f d andUS - Resident Bill Gin, on held a suit 
. iweting in Geneva in a bid to revive the Arab-Israeli peace process 

pSteirAlf^^U 08 ?’ indolence message to Assad Iranian 
President Ah AIcbar Hashemi Rafsanjam described Basel’s death as a 
"tragic event. 
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Egyptian group assails militants 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s leading human rights organisation said on 
Sunday that militants in 1993 bore a much larger share of the 
responsibility for deaths through political violence than in 1992. The 
Egyptian Organisation for Human Rights said in a report that white 
the security forces had largely abandoned the practice of assassinating 
militants, the militants themselves had taken to killing policemen in 
much greater numbers. “The acts of violence and terrorism which 
some of the political Islam groups practise saw a grave development in 
that they modernised (heir techniques, using explosive devices, car 
bombs and time bombs,” it added. "Some of the political Islam groups . 
set about expanding... their terrorist operations without the least 
concern that this would result in the killing of more innocent victims,'’ 
it said. The Organisation, which is independent and often hostile to the 
government, said 207 people died in political violence in Egypt in 
1993, compared with 77 in 1992. It said the militants killed 137 people, 
including 90 policemen, two foreign tourists and 45 Egyptian civilians. 
Six of die civilians were Christians. 
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Team in S. Africa 

■ ‘AMMAN (Petra) — A Jorda- 
nian delegation headed by Up- 
per House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi ar- 
• rived Sunday in Johannesberg 

on a week-long visit to South 
Africa. Mr. Lawzi will deliver 
letters from His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, to South African Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk and Afri- 
can National Congress leader 
Nelson. Mandela. The delega- 
tion will meet with South Afri- 
. lean officials and religious lead- 
ers for talks on enhancing poli- 
tical. economic and cultural 
cooperation between the two 

- countries. 

Beirut row kills 
schoolbus driver 

BEIRUT (AP) — A schoolbus 
driver has been shot dead in 
front of his young passengers 
-in an argument with a motorist 
over the right of passage at a 
road -intersection north of 
Beirut Friday's shooting near 
. Dog River, 16 kilometres from 
the capital, underlined rhe un- 
ruliness on Lebanese roads, 
where traffic lights, damaged 
or stolen during the 1975-90 
dvii war, have yet to be 
Teoperated. Police said two 
buses were ferrying students of 
the St. Joseph School when 
tJSey locked horns at a road 
intersection with a car driven 
by. man named Simon Teress. 
After a shouting match that 
included an exchange of in- 
sults. Mr. Teress pulled a pistol 
and fatally shot one of the bus 
drivers m the head. The victim, 
Tanious Fahd, went down in a 
pool of blood in front of 
“weeping and shouting” stu- 
dents who included his son, 
according to the police report. 
.Mr- XficbsL^Spfid-away. after., 
threatening passerby with his 
-pistol. But he was arrested in 
Beirut the next day. 

Kuwait may give 
more right to vote 

KUWAIT (R) — The Kuwaiti 
government gave its initial 
•approval to a law that would 
_ allow more Kuwaiti men to 
vote or run as candidates in 
general' elections, the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency 
(KUNA) reported on Sunday. 
“The cabinet reviewed the 

- proposed law and ... decided 
to approve it in principle,*' 
.KUNA quoted Minister of 
State for Cabinet Affairs 

' Abdul Aziz Al Dakhii as 
iaiymg after a weekly cabinet 
meeting. He said the proposed 
.-.-law would allow men bom 
after their fathers’ acquired 
Kuwaiti nationality to vote and 
tun for election. Now, only 
Kuwaiti men over 21 who can 
trace their family roots in the 
emirate before 1920 are eligi- 
. ble to vote. 

India protests 
Clinton comments 

NEW DELHI (AP) — The 
Indian Foreign Ministry Sun- 
day protested U.S. President 

■ Bill Qmton's statement on the 
Sikh insurgency in Punjab, 
saying it “could have a nega- 
tive impact on bilateral rela- 
tions." Mr. Clinton said in a 
letter to -Representative Gary 
Condit that he favours a peace- 
ful solution to the fighting that 
protects Sikh rights. The letter 
was released to reporters Fri- 
day in Washington by the 
U.S.-based Council of Khalis- 
tan, a separatist lobby group. 
Mr. Condit had written to Mr. 
Clinton asking for an active 
U.S. role in solving the in- 
surgency in the northern state 
of Punjab. The Indian ambas- 
sador in Washington, Sidhar- 
tha Shanker Ray, has been 
asked to meet U.S. officials to 
convey India's reaction. 

32 massacred in 
Colombia 

BOGOTA (AP) — Gunmen 
believed to be leftist guerrillas 
fired automatic weapons at a 
^ gathering of political rivals in 
northwest Colombia early Sun- 
day, killing at least 32 people, 
authorities said. The massacre 
in the town of Apartado, 500 
kilometres northwest of Bogo- 
ta, was the bloodiest in Col- 
ombia in more than five years. 
Eight other people were 
wounded. About 200 people 
-have been killed in political 
violence during the past year in 
the Apartado region. 
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Peace talks resume today amid mixed signals 

Israel says accord with PLO is close; Rabin calls for Assad summit ; Syria sees fresh chance 


Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — Arab and 
Israeli negotiators are sche- 
duled to renew peace talks 
Monday in one-on-one meet- 
ings away from the media. 

The chief negotiators for 
Syria, Lebanon and Jordan 
were due to meet their Israeli 
counterparts in undisclosed 
locations in Washington while 
a lower level Palestinian team 
will also hold taiks with 
Israelis. 

U.S. officials said Friday the 
death of Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad's son in a car 
crash was not expected to de- 
lay the talks. 

As participants prepared to 
talk in Washington, there were 
statements of optimism and 
obstacles from the Middle 
East: 

— Israeli Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres said Sunday he 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chariman Yas- 
ser Arafat were “plenty close” 
to breaking a deadlock in im- 
plementing their peace accord. 

“I think we are plenty close 
to an agreement but I prefer at 


this time not to enter into 
details,*' Mr. Peres said. 
“Things that they said no to 
yesterday, they say require 
study today.” 

Mr. Peres and Mr. Arafat 
said they would meet again in 
Switzerland next Sunday. 

— Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said he saw 
results in Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks and called on Presi- 
dent Assad to meet him “any- 
place on earth." 

Mr. Rabin said the meeting 
between Mr. Peres and Mr. 
Arafat would yield some prog- 
ress in implementing the 
already delayed plan for 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
occuied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

“I think that Israel's clar- 
ification and dear stand on 
security issues are starting to 
have results," Mr. Rabin told 
reporters. “There is still no 
agreement around some of the 
security matters, but I hope 
that in time ... we will prog- 
ress.” 

A dispute over control of 
border crossings is the main 
bone of contention. The 


Israelis are demanding a veto 
on Palestinians entering the 
autonomous zone, while the 
PLO do not want any visible 
Israeli presence as it would 
infringe on their sovereignty. 

According to Israeli media. 
Mr. Peres offered to let the 
Palestinians have sole control 
over the terminals, with 
Israelis monitoring through 
electronic surveillance. The 
crossing from Jordan to Israel 
would remain in Israel hands. 
Mr Peres also offered the 
Palestinians a joint rourist site 
on the shores of the Dead Sea. 

“I got the impression that 
(Arafat) wants to deliver the 
goods and complete the agree- 
ment,” Mr. Peres said. 

A dispute persists over the 
size of Jericho. Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Arafat are to take up their 
differences again during a con- 
ference of international leaders 
at Daos, Switzerland. 

Yossi Beilin, deputy foreign 
minister and arhitect of the 
deal with the PLO. said Sun- 
day the agreement would be 
violated if the Palestinians de- 
clared a state in Gaza and 
Jericho. 


“It’s very simple,” Mr. 
Beilin said. "Once they decide 
unilaterally about a Palestinian 
state, there won't be a con- 
tinuation of the process and 
there won't be a permanent 
solution.” Mr. Beilin said, 
adding the Palestinians were 
fully aware of the ramifications 
and were not about to risk it. 

Meanwhile, Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators are to 
resume talks Monday in the 
Egyptian resort of Taba on 
other security and civilian mat- 
ters holding up the transfer of 
control in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

According to Israel Radio. 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
agreed on several points. 

Israel will keep control of 
crossing points between the 
Gaza Strip and Egypt and be- 
tween the West Bank and Jor- 
dan. it said. The PLO agreed 
that no Palestinian policemen 
would be on the bridge to 
Jordan but Palestinians travell- 
ing to Jericho would not be 
subjected to Israeli identiry 
checks. 

Israel also reportedly 
accepted that Jericho would 


enjoy the status of "capital" of 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

But there was no settlement 
on the size of the Jericho re- 
gion, the radio added. Israel 
wants it to be 60 square 
kilometres while the PLO 
wants an area at least three 
times larger. 

The radio also said the 
Palestinian part of the Arab- 
Israeli negotiations to resume 
Monday in Washington will 
focus on elections to an auton- 
omy council which are to take 
place in July under the auton- 
omy accord. 

In Taba, where talks on im- 
plementing autonomy have 
been underway since October, 
the negotiations will focus on 
the transfer of powers to the 
Palestinians, the radio said. 

On Saturday. U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
held separate breakfast talks 
with Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
and urged the two sides to 
resolve their differences. 

In the meantime, the Israeli 
army is preparing for the even- 
tuality of a failure in the peace 
talks and possible return to 
hostilities, said deputy chief of 


Musa due in Israel 

EGYPTIAN Foreign MiniSr 
ter A mr Musa will make a 
brief trip to Israel Monday to 
talk to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, Mr. Rabin's 
spokesman said Sunday. 
Spokesman Gad Ben-Ari 
said the talks would be on 
Middle East issues but gave 
no further details. He said 
Musa was also expected to 
meet Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres. 


staff Amnon Shahak. 

“There is a need to continue 
to maintain a large army that is 
ready for possibilities of war,” 
he said on Israel Radio. 

Speaking before a group of 
American "rabbis. Mr. Rabin 
was asked if he would meet 
with President Assad personal- 
ly to make peace. 

“I believe that such propos- 
als were made 10 times. I am 
ready to meet President Assad 
in Damascus, in Jerusalem, in 
any place on earth, in which we 
can meet to negotiate,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 


“I don’t put conditions to 
the meeting and I am not ready 
to accept conditions for such a 
meeting beyond what we are 
committed (to).” Mr. Rabin 
said. 

Mr. Arafat briefed Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on 
attempts to break the deadlock 
over Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza and Jericho area. 

Mr. Arafat told reporters on 
arrival in Cairo: “There are 
many obstacles that have pre- 
vented implementation of this 
agreement. We expect that 
talks will continue in order to 
find new methods to remove 
these obstacles.” 

The idea of the private 
Washington talks is that away 
from the public eye, nego- 
tiators will feel less compelled 
to stick to entrenched positions 
and more at liberty to explore 
possible areas of compromise. 

The key is expected to be the 
Syrian-Israeli talks, the first 
between the two sides since 
last September when negotia- 
tions were suspended after the 
disclosure that Israel had 

(Continued on page 5) 


House schedules urgent talks on Malhas’ 
comments on food and medicine situation 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

. Jordan - Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Spokesmen and 
presidents of parliamentary 
blocs and committees today 
hold a “crucial meeting” to 
study allegations by Minister 
of Health Abdul Rahim 
Malhas that a good quantity 
of food and medicine sold in 
the country do not meet stan- 
dards and specifications. 
Acting Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Abdul 
Razzaq Tubeishat called the 
meeting after some deputies 
demanded that the House 
hold an emergency session to 
discuss the minister's state- 
ments that first appeared in a 
weekly tabloid Thursday. 

About 30 other deputies 
demanded that the House 
hold a general discussion of 
the government's regulations 
on the entry of food and 
medicine to the market. 

Dr. Tubeishat told the Jor- 
dan Times Sunday that the 
meeting would agree on the 
steps that the House would 
take to investigate the minis- 
ter's allegations and whether 
an extraordinary session will 
be held. He said the issue 
would be on the agenda of 
the house when it meets 
Wednesday. 

Parliamentary sources said 


the House was divided on 
whether a parliamentary in- 
vestigation committee should 
be set up to look into the 
minister's statements that 
appeared in a lengthy inter- 
view in Shihan Arabic- 
language weekly. 

The sources said that some 
deputies wanted to hear the 
government's response to the 
minister’s statements before 
a course of action is decided, 
with some arguing that the 
issue should be handled by 
the judiciary. 

"The issues addressed by 
the minister, if proven true, 
means that the health of peo- 
ple is in grave danger. They 
point to real financial, admi- 
nistrative and political cor- 
ruption that require the gov- 
ernment to take immediate, 
firm and fundamental mea- 
sures. They also require that 
the representatives of the na- 
tion support the minister,” 
said 30 deputies in a request 
to hold a special session to 
discuss the minister’s allega- 
tions. 

Dr. Malhas told the Jordan 
Times Friday that there was a 
deficiency in laws governing 
the sale of food and medicine 
in the market, pointing to the 
need of laws that would pro- 
tect consumers. 

He charged chat a “mafia” 


of food and drugs merchants 
.were violating -the few ex- 
isting laws that regulate the 
distribution of food and . 
medicine .'He said these mer- 
chants were resisting the new 
regulations the Ministry of 
Health has introduced to en- 
sure that food and drugs sold 
in the market meet certain 
standards and specifications. 

Shihan quoted Dr. Malhas 
as saying that a good quantity 
of food and medicine that 
reach the market “is the gar- 
bage of the industrialised 
world and is unfit (for human 
consumption).” 

But Dr. Malhas told the 
Jordan limes Friday that the 
weekly “blew (his remarks) 
out of proportion." He said 
Shihan “sensationalised" his 
statements. 

President of Pharmacists 
Union Husameddin Mesmar 
Sunday denounced the minis- 
ter’s allegations and urged 
the government and the 
House to investigate remarks 
he made “against pharma- 
cists.” 

In a front-page newspaper 
advertisement, Mr. Mesmar 
sought to assure people about 
the safety and efficiency of 
drugs sold in the country. 

Mr. Mesmar, a former 
director at the pharmacy and 
medicine control directorate 


at the Ministry of Health, 
said the directorate examines 
and registers all drugs before 
they go into the market. 

Dr. Malhas told the Jordan 
Times that some of the minis- 
try officials who are supposed 
to inspect drugs are pharma- 
cists who own private phar- 
macies, pointing to a conflict 
of interest. 

Former Minister of Health 
and serving Deputy Moham- 
mad Adoub Al Zaben said 
that all drugs that go to the 
market were examined by 
specialised committees at the 
Ministry of Health. 

“The Ministry of Health is 
a scientific institution and it 
can never allow the importa- 
tion of medicines unless they 
meet certain specifications,” 
said Dr. Zaben. 

Dr. Zaben said Dr. Malhas 
should have asked Parlia- 
ment or the government to 
initiate laws if he saw a need 
for such laws. 

The pharmacy and drug 
control directorate was estab- 
lished in the early 1980s by 
the then minister of health. 
Dr. Zubair Malhas. 

Conflict between the 
ministry and the pharmacists' 
union goes back to 19S7 when 
Zeid Hamzeh, then minister 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arafat in flurry of Mideast contacts 

PLO leader briefs Mubarak, visits Assad, due in S. Arabia 


Combined agency dispatches 

DAMASCUS — Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat on Sun- 
day held a flurry of contacts 
with Arab leaders, including a 
visit to Syria where he offered 
his condolences to President 
Hafez Al Assad on the death 
of his eldest son, Basel, killed 
in a car crash two days ago, 
Palestinian officials said. 

They said Mr. Arafat met 
Mr. Assad at Kardaha, the 
Syrian leader's birthplace 
where Basel, 32, was buried on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Arafat, who last visited 
Syria in September before the 
signing of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO)-Israel 
peace accord, was expected to 
fly back to Cairo shortly, the 
officials said. 

Syria’s ties with the PLO 
were strained by the secretly 
negotiated peace agreement 
which Damascus strongly criti- 
cised. . 

Syria later softened its 
stance when it joined Gulf 
Arab states and Egypt in de- 
scribing it as a step that should 
be followed by measures to 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (left) shakes 
hands with Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 


Peres as acting Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Bjoera Tore Godal looks on late Saturday after 
their talks in Oslo (AFP photo) 


make a comprehensive peace 
in the region. 

Mr. Arafat made the stopov- 
er in Syria on his way to Saudi 
Arabia for his first visit to the 
kingdom since relations were 


ruptured three years ago be- 
cause of the PLO's pro-Iraq 
stance in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Assad and Mr. Arafat 
were not expected to talk poli- 
tics at their meeting. 


Earlier Sunday, Mr. Ara- 
fat met with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak in Cairo 
to discuss ways of speeding up 

(Continued on page 5 1 


Majali says U.S. is playing 
honest and constructive role 


DOHA (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Ma- 
jali said Sunday His Majesty 
King Hussein's discussion this 
week with the U.S. administra- 
tion focussed on the peace 
process with all its dimensions, 
aspects and tracks. 

The King stressed Jordan’s 
firm commitment to a compre- 
hensive, just and durable solu- 
tion based on United Nations 
resolutions. Eft. Majali said. 

In a telephone interview 
with the Qatari daily Al Raya 
from Washington, Dr. Majali 
said that consultations between 
Jordan and Syria and all other 
Arab parties are based on the 
search for a comprehensive 
solution in line with resolu- 
tions, international legitimacy 
and the land-in-exchange -for- 
peace principle. 

Dr. Majali described the 


U.S. role in the Arab-israeli 
peace talks as active and posi- 
tive, and said the U.S. admi- 
nistration headed by President 
Bill Ginton, was playing the 
role of an honest mediator. 

Dr. Majali voiced satisfac- 
tion with the latest accord be- 
tween Jordan and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO), saying that coordina- 
tion in all fields was con- 
tinuing. He added that special- 
ised joint coordination teams 
would be meeting soon in Am- 
man and would submit reports 
about their meetings to the 
Higher Joint-Jordanian 
Palestinian Committee. 

On future Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations. Dr. Ma- 
jali said: “It is up to the two 
people to find the proper for- 
mula which can achieve their 
national objectives, aspirations 
and common interests." 


Dr. Majali said Jordan had 
been making sincere and hon- 
est efforts to maintain close 
relations with the Arab states 
in the Gulf. Jordan has suc- 
ceeded in restoring good 
brotherly relations with Qatar 
and the United Arab Emirates 
in addition to Oman, with 
whom Jordan has always main- 
tained close relations. Dr. Ma- 
jali said. He voiced hope that 
relations would develop posi- 
tively and expand in scope re- 
cover other countries. He 
stressed that Arab relations 
were interactive and that fac- 
tors of “accord and reconcilia- 
tion" were bigger than those of 
“divirion and enmity." 

Dr. Majali welcomed the 
national reconciliation agree- 
ment among the Yemeni par- 
ties re end the political crisis in 
Yemen. 


Iraqi 

dinar 

rises 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The Iraqi dinar rose on Sunday 
following calls by a newspaper 
published by President Sad- 
dam Hussein's eldest son for a 
crackdown on the “loathsome 
faces” of Baghdad’s thriving 
moneychangers. 

The dollar stood at 170 di- 
nars, down from 190 Saturday. 

The influential newspaper 
Babel, published by President 
Saddam's son Uday, on Satur- 
day urged Iraq's security forces 
to intervene to halt a collapse 
in the dinar last week. 

Babel accused Iraq’s 
moneychangers, whose activi- 
ties went on almost uninter- 
rupted by the government for 
some time, of being a “threat 
re national security.” 

A television station owned 
by Uday interviewed several 
moneychangers Friday night 
who said market forces were 
the reason for the failing dinar. 

But Babel lashed out at 
them and said: “The viewers 
seeing faces of the people 
(moneychangers) appearing on 
Youth Television yesterday 
saw loathsome faces of a group 
of butchers with no concern 
but swift profits." 

Moneychangers had aban- 
doned their quarters in 
Harithiya in Baghdad Sunday. 

Baghdad's official press 
backed Babel’s call on the 
security forces re intervene. 
The ruling Baath Party news- 
paper Al Thawra said 
moneychangers needed “a re- 

(Conlinued on page 5) 


Beedh urges his party 
to back reconciliation 


ADEN (R) — Vice President 
Ali Salem Al Beedh has urged 
his Aden-based party to back a 
national accord aimed at en- 
ding a rift with northern part- 
ners that has plunged Yemen 
into a six-month political and 
economic crisis. 

Political sources said Sunday 
that despite continuing ten- 
sions between northern and 
southern halves of the country 
that merged in 1990,” Mr. 
Beedh made the call at a spe- 
cial meeting of the central 
committee of his Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP). 

They described the remarks 
.late on Saturday as his most 
conciliatory towards his politic- 
al rivals led by President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh since the crisis 
erupted last July. 

The two men led North and 
South Yemen into uneasy un- 
ion in May 1990. 

“I call on the central com- 
mittee to support the ... 
accord," Mr. Beedh said in the 
remarks published in Sunday 
newspapers. 

Mr. Saleh’s Sanaa-based 
General People’s Congress 
(GPC) has also welcomed the 
accord. 

But both GPC and YSP con- 
tinue to trade accusations de- 
spite a marked improvement in 
the political climate in the 
country that has led to an 
improvement in the value of 
the Yemeni rial. It was trading 
on Sunday at 62-63 rials to the 
U.S. dollar compared with 65 
rials on the eve of the signing 
of the agreement last Tuesday 
and 75 a week earlier. 

Southern military sources 
late on Saturday denied north- 
ern reports that Aden had 


moved 100 tanks into the town 
of Sayun close to the important 
Shabwa oilfield. 

The sources said allegations 
published in the May 22 news- 
paper of Mr. Saleh's GPC on 
Wednesday “are bare of any 
truth and ... a naked attempt 
to escalate the situation." ■ 

Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr Al Artas, who repre- 
sented the YSP on a committee 
that negotiated the reconcilia- 
tion deal, accused the presi- 
dent in a letter published on 
Friday of squandering scarce 
public funds. 

He charged that Mr. Saleh 
spent an unbudgeted one bil- 
lion Yemeni rials ($85 million 
at the official rate) over three 
weeks last November and De- 
cember when the government 
was trying to squeeze spend- 
ing, curb inflation and defend 
the local cunency. 

The accord, worked out by 
an all-party committee last 
week, provided for political, 
economic, military and admi- 
nistrative reforms. These re- 
sponded re several of 18 points 
previously listed by the YSP as 
conditions for solving the cri- 
sis, the sources said. 

Mr. Beedh said the accord 
did not cover all 18 points but 
that party representatives in 
the committee tried to “reach 
the minimum common 
ground" with other parties. 

Mr. Beedh called for the. 
speedy signing of the accord 
and for guarantees ensuring its 
implemenrion. 

Mr. Beedh, calling the 
accord “a bloodless revolu- 
tion,” said the YSP” will be in 
the forefront working to turn it 
into action.” 
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tribunal needed for 
Hague Pan Am trial 


THE HAGUE (R) — A spe- 
■ial court in the style of the 
Jugoslavia war crimes tribunal 
»ill have to be created if two 
-ibyaru suspected of blowing 
■p a U.S. plane over Scotland 
re to be tried in the Hague, a 
2gal expert said Sunday. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
>adhafi said Saturday that a 
rial in the Hague could resolve 
•is dispute with the West over 
he 198S bombing of Pan Am 
light 103. which killed 270 
■eople. 

"Under the World Court 
?gime such a trial is not possi- 
le. So they should create 
omeihing new — like the 
’ugoslavia war crimes tribunal 
- for that case." said Rob 
iekmann of the Asser Insti- 
ite of International Law. 
The Hague-based U.N. 
ugoslavia war crimes tribunal 
’as set up by the Security 
ouncil to try those suspected 
f committing atrocities in for- 
ier Yugoslavia. 

The International Court of 
ustice, or World Court, is also 
ased in the Hague. 

If the states involved in the 
ockerbie case requested the 
J.N. secretary- general to Cre- 
te an ad hoc tribunal for the 
ial. he could then ask the 
ccurity Council to do so. Mr. 
■ekmann said. 

“If stales and international 
rganisa lions agree., they can 
o anything — they can create 
ny tribunal they want." he 
lid. 

The Hague's reputation as 
ie legal centre of the U.N. 
lade it highly likely any ad 
oc tribunal might be set up 
iere. Mr. Siekmann said. 

The International Court of 
ustice could not try the two 
ien. court official Nadia A1 
Irian said. 

“If the case is against indi- 
iduals it won't come before 
?e International Court of Jus- 
cc," she said. 

The World Court was set up 
nder the U.N. Charter to 
;ttle disputes only between 
iates, in accordance with in- 
imational law. 

The judges of the Yugosla- 
la war crimes tribunal would 
e ideal choices for such a trial, 
iven their expertise in crimin- 
! law. he added. 

Scottish law professor 
tobert Black has suggested 
ie Libyan suspects be tried in 
ie Hague under Scots. law 
•ith an international panel of 
edges rather than a jury. 
Theoretically, the World 


Court could try the men if 
Libya intervened on their be- 
half. Ms. Erian said. 

“If Libya takes up the cause 
of the (suspects), another state 
has to take up the cause of the 
plaintiffs." she said. 

But Mr. Siekmann said such 
an acrion, unprecedented in 
the World Court's history, 
would be difficult to formulate, 
as any sentence would have to 
be handed down to individuals 
rather than states. 

Libya cuts budget 

Libya has sharply -cut its 
budget forecast for 1994 be- 
cause of difficulties caused by 
U.N. sanctions, its prime 
minister said Sunday. 

“The cut amounts to several 
billions (dollars).*’ Mr. 
Abouzid Omar Dourdah told 
reporters after the commission 
of the general people’s con- 
gress adopted the draft budget. 

Figures for the new budget 
were not made available. 

“As a result of the unjust 
U.N. sanctions we have been 
forced to cut our expenses in 
several domains like education 
and health." said Mr. Dour- 
dah. whose official title is 
secretary of the general popu- 
lar committees. 

The budget was set in such a 
way that Libya would rely less 
on oil. its main source of re- 
venue. he said. 

The U.N. imposed sanctions 
on Libya because of its refusal 
to hand over for trial the two 
suspected of carrying out the 
Pan Am bombing. 

The measures were tight- 
ened in December to include a 
freeze of Libyan assets and a 
ban on imports of certain oil 
equipment. 

A full embargo on oil is not 
excluded for the future and 
diplomats believe Libya may 
be preparing itself for such an 
option. 

Mr. Dourdah said Libya has 
secured part of its assets 
abroad before the freeze but 
he gave no figures. 

“Our assets 3broad amount 
to several billions of dollars 
and we did all what we could 
do to protect them,” he said. 

The West aimed to turn 
Libya into a debtor nation, he 
said. 

The commission also 
approved the early return of 
thousands of students studying 
abroad on government scho- 
larships in order to reduce 
foreign currency spending. 
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UNDER FIRE: An Uzbek soldier to warlord 
Abdul Rashid Dostum leaps off an armoured 


personal carrier after coming under attack from 
forces loyal to President Burhanuddin Rabbani 
during fighting in Kabul (AFP photo) 


Denktash said ready to 
cooperate with U.N. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
is ready to cooperate with the 
U.N. chief and resume inter- 
communal talks with Greek- 
Cypriot Clafkos Cleridcs. the 
Turkish-Cypriot Tak news 
agency reported Saturday. 

In a letter to U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali re- 
leased Saturday. Mr. Denktash 
also said he had resumed his 
duties as negotiator at the 
U.N.-sponsored talks aimed at 


resolving the Cyprus problem. 

Mr. Denktash, president of 
the self-proclaimed Turkish re- 
public of northern Cyprus 
(TRNC) — declared in 19S3 
and recognised only by Ankara 
— quit as negotiator for the 
Turkish-Cypriot community in 
July 1993 -due to differences 
with his prime minister at the 
time. Dervish Eroglu. 

In his letter. Mr. Denktash 
repeated that it would be use- 
ful to resume the intercom- 
munal discussions in Nicosia, 
the divided capital of Cvprus, 
rather than in New 'York, 
adding that the Turkish side 
placed great importance on 
security matters. 

The TRNC’s new coalition 
government, formed after par- 
liamentary elections on Dec. 
12, agreed Thursday to resume 
talks with die Greek-Cypriots 
on a package of confidence- 
building measures proposed by 
the United Nations. 


The Turkish-Cypriot side 
agrees to return to the talks 
with “no pre-conditions/' after 
a break of several months. Mr. 
Denktash said, adding that 
they “insist on certain princi- 
ples." 

But the president of the di- 
vided island. Mr. Cicrides. 
reacted with scepticism, insist- 
ing the Turkish-Cypriot* clar- 
ify their stand. 

“Denktash must state clearly 
whether he still insists on rec- 
ognition of his psvudo-state 
and of the sea and air ports/’ 
he told Cypriot radio. 

“Otherwise the Greek-Cyp- 
riots will not be prepared" to 
resume the dialogue.” warned 
Mr. CTerides. 

The confidence-building me- 
asures call for Nicosia airport, 
closed for two decades, to be 
reopened and for the Turkish- 
Cypriot., to hand over to the 
United Nations part of the 
coastal city of Famagusta. 

Turkish troops invaded the 
north of Cyprus in 1974 in the 
wake of a "short-lived coup in 
Nicosia engineered by the 
right-wing junta then ruling 
Greece. 

In New York, a U.N. 
spokesman said Thursday that 
Dr. Ghali's special representa- 
tive to Cyprus. Joe Clark, 
would embark Saturday on a 
week-long tour of Nicosia. 
Athens and Ankara. 

In anticipation of Mr. 


triages 
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Giafcos Clerides 

Clark's visit to the region. De- 
puty Special Representative 
Gustave Fcissel resumed dis- 
cussions earlier this month 
with the leaders of the two 
communities, the spokesman 
said. 


Gaza goes for guns ahead of autonomy 


By Robert Mahoney 
Reuter 

jAZA — The Young Palesti- 
nian pulled out 4.000 from his 
op pocket. He was going 
■hopping — for guns. 

A year ago he probably 
vould have returned home 
frith his cash unspent. Then it 
avis virtually impossible to find 
•cod guns for sale in the Gaza 
strip owing to an Israeli 
?lockade. 

But since the Israel- Pales- 
.ine Liberation Organisation 
PLO) peace deal Iasi Septem- 
ber pistols and assault rifles 
lave been trickling into Gaza 
vi£h the knowledge of the 
sraeli security services. 
Palestinian activists and arms 
ieulers say. 

Gazans have also been open- 
ng up arms and ammunition 
ruches hidden during the 
Palestinian intifada. 

Israeli security sources agree 
irms are spreading but they 
Jeny the Shin Bel internal 
security service is turning a 
Mind eye. 

Thev say both Israel and the 
J L0 have an interest in restricting 
■veapons before the unruly 
;irip is handed over to limited 
Palestinian self-government la- 


ter this year. 

But the young man with the 
money insists some weapons 
are coming in with the 
knoweldge of the Shin Bet 
which has informers among the 
Palestinian thieves and drug 
dealers who help supply arms 
from Israel through a chain of 
middlemen to political groups. 

“The (secret) police know 
all about it.” said the youngs- 
ter from the Fateh hawks, a 
military wing of Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh faction of the PLO. 

He said most of the weapons 
were pistols for personal pro- 
tection although American M- 
16 and Israeli Galii semi-auto- 
matic rifles were also coming. 

Senior Fateh men, he said, 
now routinely carried con- 
cealed pistols, openly carrying 
a weapon still spells' death or 
arrest for a Palestinian. 

The new demand has pushed 
up prices for all guns except 
Russian-designed AK-47 rifles, 
a shortage of bullets for this 
highly-popular guerrilla 
weapon, not used in Israel, has 
slashed its street price by 25 
per cent to around S5.QCK). 

The price of an M-16 has 
risen about $2,000 to $9,000 
depending on how many mid- 
dlemen arc involved. A pistol 


such as a Beretta goes for 
$3,000 upwards. 

Some weapons, particularly 
pistols and Ak-47s are smug- 
gled from neighbouring Egypt, 
the Fateh Hawk said. Most are 
cither stolen from Israelis or 
bought from them for cash or 
drugs, he added. 

The only problem for gun- 
owners is the scarcity of 
ammunition. A bullet costing 
90 agorot (30 cents) in Israel 
ends" up costing 10 to 12 
shekels (S3. 5 to S4) by the time 
it reaches Gaza. 

Young boys rummage 
through garbage from Israeli 
army bases for bullets and 
scour army shooting ranges for 
dropped ammunition "which 
they can sell for huge profits. 

In interviews with Reuters 
other political activists, go-bet- 
weens and criminals confirmed 
this assessment. 

Only Hamas said it was for- 
bidden for religious reasons 
from using the hashish or 
cocaine it seized from Gazan 
addicts and dealers, to buy 
arms. 

Does this mean anyone in 
Gaza can buy a gun? "No. say 
both the PL& and Hamas. 

“You have to be from an 
organisation.” said a Hamas 


member. “It is still noi easy for 
an individual. He would have 
to have lots of money." 

The PLO man agreed. “I 
have a list of everyone with 
arms in my area and the (se- 
rial) number of his weapon." 
said the t*ateh Hawk. “We 
watch who is carrying guns... 
we confiscate guns and 
ammunition from anyone who 
is not ‘dean’." 

He and others estimated 
thousands of pistols and hun- 
dreds of rifles had come info 
the strip since September's 
self-rule deal. 

Fateh has warned arms deal- 
ers in leaflets not to sell to 
private individuals. The Hawk 
acknowledged some sun do. 

Palestinians fear for their 
safety under self-rule because 
of political assassinations — 
there have been at least three 
in Gaza since the peace deal — 
the rekindling of family feuds 
and rising crime. 

The Hawks, some of whom 
will become part of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s police force, believe the 
PLO can keep the lid on Gaza. 

"There is no way wc are 
going to have another Lebanon 
here/' the Hawk said, refer- 
ring to the possibility nr civil 
war. 


Hamas, the PLO’s main riv- 
al and opponent of the deal 
with Israel, so far agrees. 

“We will not turn our guns 
on Palestinians." the Hamas 
member said. But he insisted 
that Hamas, unlike Fateh, 
would continue "to procure 
weapons to attack Israelis. 

Many of those interviewed 
believed Israel was ignoring 
the spread of small arms be- 
cause it wanted to encourage 
internal Palestinian strife. 

“If we Gazans are not busy 
fighting each other then we wjil 
busy ourselves by fighting the 
Israeli*/' one Islamic Activist 
said. 

One Israeli security source 
dismissed this as twisted 
. machiavellian thinking. 

“High-level contacts be- 
tween Israel and the PLO lead- 
ership on security in Gaza are 
continuing. Both sides want 
the Palestinian police to be 
well-armed and cauippcd to 
maintain security when auton- 
omy comes/' the source said. 

Whether Israel is turning a 
blind eye to the gun dealers or 
not the increased availability of 
arms is evident. 

“Anybody with the right 
connections can get a weapon 
now.” said one dealer. 


Ghosts of 
Siad Barre 
still stalk 
Somalia 

By Michael M. Phillips 

The Associated Press 


MOGADISHU — Somalis 
know General Ahmad JUao 
Addo ail too well. 

For more than a decade. 
Mogadishu's most notorious 
political prison was called 
simply “godka Jilao" — Jilao’s 
hole. Prisoners who entered it 
rarely saw a lawyer or a judge, 
but the torturer visited fre- 
quently. 

Now Gen. Jilao has a new 
job: co-chief of the Mogadishu 
police, a force resurrected by 
the United Nations and armed 
by Americans. Egyptians and 
others anxious to see some law 
and order in a country that has 
known little but chaos for three 
years. 

When its attempt to arrest 
militia leader Mohammad 
Fa rah Aideed ended in frustra- 
tion and lethal street battles 
three months ago, the U.N. 
mission gave up trying to de- 
cide who were the good guys 
and who the bad. 

Some Somalis fear the result 
is that hated figures from the 
22-year dictatorship of 
Mohammad Siad Barre arc 
gaining new power and legi- 
timacy through their dealings 
with the mission. 

Men who were secret police- 
men or brutal military com- 
manders meet with U.N. diplo- 
mats, attend U.N. peace talks, 
and in some cases control 
powerful institutions that are 
being rebuilt with U.N. help. 

“The Somali people think 
that the United Nations just 
seeks understandings with the 
warlords and their suppor- 
ters,’* said Mohammad Sheikh, 
an elder in Gen. Aideed’s 
Habre-Gedir subclan who con- 
siders himself neutral in clan 
disputes. “New faces must 
come out.” 

Gen. Jilao, who commanded 
Mr. Siad Barrels secret police 
in Mogadishu, is the most ob- 
vious example because the 
U.N. mission plans to provide 
the new city police with 5.000 
M-16 assault rifles and a fleet 
of vehicles by the end of this 
month. 

The most hated man in 
Somalia, however, is probably 
Gen. Mohammad Said Hersi. a 
son-in-law of Mr. Siad Barre 
who calls himself Gen. Mor- 
gan. He earned the nickname 
butcher of Hargeisa when his 
forces levelled 80 per cent of 
the buildings in that northern 
city in 1988 because the people 
were suspected of supporting 
rebels. 

Tens of thousands of people 
were killed and 400,000 were 
forced to flee into the Ethio- 
pian desert. 

Gen. Morgan attended the 
U.N.-sponsorcd peace talks in 
Addis Ababa last month. On 
Jan. 17. Boutros Ghali, the 
U.N. secretary-general, lifted 
travel restrictions on Gen. 
Morgan, whose men control 
about half of Kismayu. a 
southern city. 1 

“He's treated like anyone I 
else," said Abdullahi Moallim ! 
Mohammad, a member of , 
Gen. Aidced's Habre-Gedir 
subclan who was director of 
the labour ministry under Mr. 
Siad Barre. “He’s no longer 
considered a war criminal 
according to the U.N. He’s 
been rehabilitated by the Un- 
ited Nations." 

While U.N. officials are 
“aware of charges laid against 
some former members of the 
Siad Barre regime who are 
now still active in Somalia, it is 
up to the Somalia people them- 
selves to decide on individuals’ 
rights to play a role in society," 
said U.N. spokesman George 
Bennett. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Aideed’s wife living on Canadian welfare 

TORONTO ( R> — Somali warlord Mohammad Farah 
Aideed'** wife, who is living in London, Ontario on welfare, 
has returned to Canada after a five-week African visit with her 
husband Khadtea Gurhan. .\i. returned last week after 
visitine Eritrea and Kenya, members of 

told the Toronto Sun in u report earned b> the Canadian 
Press. Ms. Gurhan was also at Gen. Aideed s side during 
sensitive peace talks in Ethiopia with warring Somali .factions, 
Ihcv said. Mr. Gurhan. who left Canada Dec. 1.' to jom Gen. 
Aideed . has been receiving welt a re since arriving in < Canada 
as a re lu ece with her children m October 1989. The 
communirv .s 1CH1 per cent upset that she can come and go hke 
this " Ha'ssan Issc Bonrno. a spokesman for the Somali 
community told the Sun. Ms. Gurhan and her four children 
lives in a il.iwn-a-month town house in London. Immigration 
spokesman Mill Best said officials don’t keep track of 
permanent residents and Mr. Gurhan is entitled to travel. 
"She can come and go as she pleases. We have no record or 
her travels." Best said. 

King Hassan welcomes U.S. congressmen 

RABAT tAFPl — King Hassan II welcomed a delegation of 
U.S. congressmen Saturday in the fir*i official visit at this level 
since the' election of U.S. President Bill Clinton, state radio 
sjiid. The congressmen, who arrived late Friday in Rabat, are 
on a working visit due Co last several days in which ways Of 
developing links between the two countries particularly in 
economic "matters are due to he discussed. No details were 
made available of the talks with King Hassan. but the leader ol 
the U.S. delegation Tom VVillintus said on arrival Friday that 
thev were to discuss the "reality and perspectives" of relations 
between Washington and Rabat with Moroccan leaders. The 
delegation was welcomed by Minister of Stale Ahmad Alaoui. 
Foreign Minister Abdul Lalif Filali and the new U.S. 
ambassador. Marc Charles Ginsberg, who has only heen in the 
post a week. The delayed appointment of Mr. Ginsberg gave 
rise to speculation rn some political circles that relations 
between the two countries were not at their best. 

Iran ready to send troops, relief to Bosnia 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran is ready to send up to l(MKN) soldiers to 
join U.N. peacekeepers m Bosnia and to devote a cargo plane 
for relief work there, a member of Iran's parliament said on 
Saturday. The official Iranian IRNA news agency said 
Mohammad Karim Shahrzad. a member of the presiding 
board of the Iranian parliament, made the announcement in 
Kuala Lumpur. He was speaking at a conference on Bosnia- 
Hcrzegovina attended by parliamentarians from 30 countries. 
IRNA* added. Mr. Shahrzad also proposed that representa- 
tives of the world’s parliaments gather in Sarajevo, currently 
besieged by Bosnian Serbs, to find a solution to the plight of 
Bosnian Muslims. Iran offered last July to send a 10.000- 
strong division to Bosnia a*- part of a J7.n00-man force from 
Islamic countries to help protect U.N. -designated “safe areas" 
for Bosnian Muslims from attack bv Serbs. The offer was not 
taken up. 

Roman tomb unearthed near Tripoli 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — An intact Roman tomb, dating back to 
the first century A.D.. has been discovered recently near the 
Libyan capital, the head ot the Libyan antiquities department 
reported Saturday. Ali Khavidouri told AFP the tomb was 
unearthed by chance during construction work on the site. 20 • 
kilometres west of Tripoli, where a school was being built. The 
Libyan official said more than 50 objects were found in the 
tomb, including potteries, glassware and ancient coins. Libya, 
an Afro- Arab state on "the Mediterranean, is home to 
numerous archaeological sites, such as Cyrenaica -in the east, 
which dates hack to the Hellenic era. the central well- 
preserved Roman city Leptis Magna and Sabratha in the west 
and a C'arthagenian colony where a Roman amphitheatre was 
later built. 
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Kuwait, Italy to start exercise in Gulf 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti and Italian naval ships were holding 
u one-day joint military exercise Sunday, the Kuwaiti armed 
forces said "The Kuwait naval force will conduct a joint 
manoeuvre with the Italian naval force present in Kuwaiti 
territorial waters." an armed forces statement said. It said the 
manoeuvre was aimed at upgrading the emirate's naval force 
combat capacity The live-ammunition exercise would he 
conducted north-east of Kuwait’s Kuhar Island. Since the 1991 
Gulf war. Kuwaiti armed forces have taken part in scores of 
joint exercises with leading members of the U.S.-led alliance 
that ended Iraq's seven-month occupation. Kuwaiti naval 
commanders told the oitieial Kuwait News Auency on' 
Thursday that six Kuwaiti and two Italian vessels would rake 
part in ihe exercises. They would involve firing short range 
missiles, conducting anti-submarine operations and practising 
electronic warfare such as lamming communications. The navv 
had participated in 150 joint manoeuvres with the ships of Guff, 
war allies since the conflict, thev said. 

3 Iranians held on Thai theft charges 

BANGKOK (AFP) — Three Iranians were arrested and 
charged with theft in Thailand's northern province of Nakbon 
Sawan, a news report said Sunday. The two men and a 
woman identified as Muhassup, Sawam Sabanasef and 
Siyedaf Nasef, wre arrested Saturday after the owner of a 
motorcycle spare-parts shop reported to police that they had 
snatched money from a drawer and run away, govemment- 
owned television said. The three pretended to be customers, 
and while talking to the shop-keeper they suddenly took the 
money and fled, the report said. The report did not say how 
much money they srole from the shop but police said $2 000 
and 8,560 baht (S342) were found* on Zm. three 
admitted the charges, it added. 
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CHURCHES 

try of Nazareth Church Sweifleb. 
IHI740 

ibices of God Church. Tel. 
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h of the Renunciation Tel. 

H. 

Salle Church Tel. 6ft|"57 
,a n eta Church Tel: 6223 mi 


Church of the AnmudatfaM Tel. 
613541. 

Auction Church Tct. 63UH51. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian CaihoQc Church Tci. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church Tci. 771751. 
Ammon InicnutflonaJ Church Tci. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tci. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Tci. 654932 
Church of Nszarcne id. 675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church in Am- 
man 

Tel. 8H295 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology 

Partly cloudy weather conditions wilt 
prevail with a chance of showers and 
winds’ will he northwesterly mode rale. 
In Aqaba, it will he partly cloudy, 
winds will he northerly moderate, and 
MTa* calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min. 'Mas. icmp, 

Amman 

Aqaba 


Deserts 4 /id 

Jordan Valley 1 i 1 20 

Yesterday’s high temperature*: Am- 
man 13. Aqaba 59 Humidity readings; 
Amman 19 per cent. Aqaba 67 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ramzi Mowi 7V478H 

Dr. Khalil AlJtuli 740740 

Dr. Mohammad Om run 612232 

Dr. Salah Al Usud 649028 

Firas pharmacy 6b|9|2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77K336 

Al Ascnu pharmacy 6371)55 

Nairoufch pharmacy 623672 

Al Sulam pharmacy 636730 

Yacouh pharmacy 644W5 

Shmcnani pharmacy 6??6nn 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najibfiijrmucy M7632 


IRBID; 

Dr. Maacn Shurain 


A lq Lids pharmacy 1 — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ratib AlaJIaJi 9*4424 

Khalifch pharmacy 9K5417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food ContnoJ Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Depart mem . . . 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

RCSCIIC 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police . ... 192. 621 II J. 63"777 

Fire Bncodc WIZ2K 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highwav Police J5434H2 

Traffic Police K96W1 

Public Sccunn Depanmcst 63N32I 

Hotel Comptiinu 605 X 00 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints K97467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints ’. 7K71M 

Telephone Information 

(directors- assistance} 121 

Ovcrwas Calls PHC3U 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623IUI 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66IH»1 


Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority htidMM 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815*15 
Electric Tower 

Company 6363KI 

RJ Flighl Information 1W- 53200 

Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 0K-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .. 
Khulidi Maternity. J. Amu 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amu. 
Jabut Amman Maternity . . 
Malhav.J. Amman 

Palestine. Shmcisam 

Shfnusjni Hospilal 

University Hosptial 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Wanuc, Ahdalj 

Al-Ahli. Abduli 

frulmn. Al-Miihajrccn .. . 

Al- Bashir. J. Ash ra rich 

Army. Marita 

Queen Aiu Hospital 

AmaJ Hospital 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGi’vt Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital ,. 


8I3HI3/32 
6442HI/A 
. M244K2 
.... 642362 
...6361*1 
. 664 1 7H4 
.. . 669131 
.... H45H4J 
. 667227/9 
6661 J7/37 
6MI64/6 
777101/1 
775! 1 1/26 
K9I61 1/15 
602240150 
.... 674155 


(U9JVK3.123 

(INJWKbMI 


IhnSma Hospital (09)W6732 

Al Hikrtu Modem Itospu* PNyWOWO 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital (02)273535 

Greek Catholic Hospital (U2 £272273 

Ibo Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247 1 TO 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital r(UUi4! 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information h supplied by Koyaf 
Jordanian ( RJ) information depart- 
ment al the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (WSJJHtf. where h 
should always he verified. 
ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

97:10 Sanaa (RJ) 

WdO Jeddah (RJ1 

08:35 Damascus (RJ) 

0»-J« Riyadh (RJ) 

0*55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

10:00 Beirut (RJ) 

10:20 New Delhi (RJ) 

I0MS .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 


if* Cairo (RJ) 

™ Bangkok (RJ) 

Casa Wanej. Tunis (RJ) 

Olher Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

Cairo (MS) 

If? Khartoum (SD) 

‘"S Muscat. Abu Dhahi(GF) 

Duhai(EM) 

B,:,5 Amsterdam (KL) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Tormlnal 1) 


06:00 ... 
11:00 ... 
IMS ... 
lilS ... 
11-45 ... 
20*0 ... 
20:15 ... 
20J0 ... 
28:45 ... 
21 JO ... 


Beirut (RJ) 

.... Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 

London i RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Dhahran(RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha(RJ) 

Dubai. Karachi (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Ahu Dhabi Muscat (RJ) 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


Istanbul (TA) 

Ttll Beirut (ME) 

tir- ^(msi 

Bahrain. ANi Dhabi (GFi 

- Duhw(KL) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman 8:00 every Monday 

Arr. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a .m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

market prices 

Uppc Slower pnx in fils per kg. 

720/450 



Banaru (Mukammar) ’ 620 

"70/ 40 

Clementine """"aso 1 200 

Cucumbers (large) 110/60 

Cucumbers (small) 250 / jgo 

160 / 60' 

cw WOttOQ 

rf 1 ™" 160/100 

Marrow (large) 120/ » 

3 IS! 

200/160 

i /Ppc rTbot) - 240/180 

260/ 180 

w,:::::::;;:::;: 

Spinach ““I™ 1 m770 

Stnng beam am 





j I 

: i 


Home News 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 1994 3 


- 1 Fiiraij 

-fler 

? mu nuv 

•^u<j Ia - 

dur ‘nE 

»"<V 

.^da 
; The 

J |oi, ke 

<f*»ildre n 

u £raiio n 

rack of 
5 i ravel 
score! of 


Wen 

■Uliun Of 
his level 
!e 

h -«.a re 

iljrly i n 
■k wer c 
tadcr uf 
da> that 
cldtuins 
?rs. The 
Alaoui 
* U.S.' 

-'n in the 
- r P tta\e 
elutions 


snia 

Jier.s To 
K' plane 
viid on 
c > ''aid 
residing 
mem m 
B* >snia- 
untries. 
roenta- 
JrrcntK 
'light o| 
lO.umu 
:e tn-m 

mi 


KiA to 

itr.ir the 
mment 
nb w,is 
site. :e 
ilt The 
i in the 
Lima, 
'me to 
ie east, 
il « di- 
ll c Acs! 
ire ».i- 


2S 

ed and 
Nakhon 
and a 
;ef an rf 
;er of a 
tiev had 
mtnet 11 ' 
corners, 
ook the 
sav hov 

j s:.of° 

ie three 


ri 


Ferry company nets 
$9 m profit in 1993 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Arab Maritime Bridge Com- 
pany (AMBC) which oper- 
ates a ferry service between 
Aqaba and the Sinai port of 
Nweibeh last year made a $9 
million profit amounting to 
150 per cent of the company’s 
total capital, according to an 
annoucement'here Sunday. 

Mohamad Daiabi. the 
company's general director, 
said that in 1993 the ferries 
transported 29,000 passen- 
gers with their luggage and 
vehicles, up from 14,000 in 
1989. 

In outlining services of 
AMBC, which is owned by 
Iraq. Jordan and Egypt 
equally, Mr. Daiabi said the 
ferry service was running 
smoothly because of the good 
facilities provided to 
'travellers by authorities at 
the Aqaba and Nweibeh 
ports. 

The ferries currently oper- 
ate twice daily commuting 
betweeo Nweibeh and 
Aqaba, but plans are under- - 
way to increase the trips, said 
Mr. Daiabi. 

The fare for the passengers 


and vehicles are set by the 
Jordanian-Egyptian protocol: 
It is JD 8 for Jordanians and 
Egyptians per one-way trip, 
the fare for other travellers is 
SI 8. 

Mr. Daiabi said AMBC 
operates three ferries: the 
"Concord” which accommo- 
dates 3,000 passengers and 35 
vehicles, the “Jimmy" which 
takes 1,650 passengers and 
nine vehicles, and the 
“Noor” which can take up to 
9,000 passengers and 22 vehi- 
cles. 

The company owns 25 per 
cent of each of the ferries and 
rents the rest from their own- 
ers, but in four years AMBC 
will take full ownership under 
an agreement concluded with 
the shipowners, said Mr. 
Daiabi. 

In addition, the company 
plans to purchase tourist 
boats to operate between the 
port of Aqaba and the neigh- 
bouring ports, he said. 

In line with the expansion, 
he added, the company 
purchased a plot of land on 
which to build the its perma- 
nent headquarters in Aqaba. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

if Art exhibition by Syrian artist Yasser Hammond at 
Baladna Art Gallery (Wasfi AJ Tal Street). 

ft Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat AJ 
F tmnn of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Also 
showing the “per^nanent” exhibition of 54 Arab contempor- 
ary artists. (TeL 643251/2) 

ft Art exhibition by artist Rqja' Abu Ghazaleh and Moham- 
mad A1 Jalous at the Jordan Writers Association. 

* Art exhibition by artist Makram Khaghandouqah at the 
Spanish Cultural Centra 

ft Art exhibition by artist Omar A I Basoul at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibiti o n on the art of architecture at the French Cultural 
Centre. . t 

ft Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at 
Orfidi Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 


FILMS 

ft Short film in French entitled “Pingouin Blues” at the 
French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 
ft FBm In French entitled “L’Ours” at the French Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

ft Film entitled “The Mississippi is Burning” at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art at 6:00 p.m. 


SLIDE-LECTURE 

☆ SHde-lecture about the many well preserved antique 
villages in the limestone Massif area in northern Syria by 
Mr. Jacques Seigne at tbe Friends of Archaeology. Centre 
at 7:00 p.m. 

DRAMA 

☆ Drama entitled “Hamlet Wakes Up Again” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

☆ Seminar entitled “Women’s Rights in the Nationality and 
Passports Law” with the participation of Lower House of 
Parliament Member Ms. Toujan Faisal, Dr. Husnl A1 
Shuyab and Mr. M anther Hamu at the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 


Visiting Canadian business team explores bilateral potentials 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Canada's 
Ambassador to Jordan Andrew 
Robinson Sunday urged the 
public and private economic 
sectors to bolster bilateral eco- 
nomic and trade deals and tbe 
exchange of expertise with 
Canada. 

The volume of trade be- 
tween Canada and Jordan is 
meagre, and efforts are urgent- 
ly needed to increase that 
volume and diversify the goods 
exchanged, said the ambassa- 
dor at a meeting of Canadian 
and Jordanian officials and 
businesspersons at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade in Am- 
man. 

Trade relations could be 
boosted under the present 
trade protocols signed by 
Canada and Jordan, and with 
the help of the Jordan-Canada 
Business Council (JCBC) set 
up last year, said Mr. Robin- 
son. 

The Jordanian side was led 
by Secretary General Marwan 
Awad of the Ministry of Indus- 
try and Trade who echoed the 
ambassador's views. 

Jordan has a genuine desire 
to increase the volume of trade 
between the two countries and 
benefit from Canada's exper- 
tise, and it is also interested in 
conducting a programme of 
exchanging visits by 
businesspersons and officials to 
explore areas of potential in- 


vestment, said Mr. Awad. 

He suggested the formation 
of a joint Canadian-Jordanian 
committee to convene as soon 
as possible and chart a prog- 
ramme for expanding trade 
links. . 

Mr. Awad, who noted that 
the Jordanian economy faced 
difficulties over the last few 
years because of developments 
in the region, said the coun- 
try’s laws offer attractive in- 
centives to investors from 
Arab and foreign countries. 

Mr. Awad told the Jordan 
Times that the Canadian team, 
currently on a tour of four 
Arab countries, is exploring 
possibilities for launching joint 
ventures and studying the pros- 
pects of new markets in the 
Arab World. 

Asked about Jordan's im- 
ports from Canada, Mr. Awad 
said that they range between 
S7 million and 510 million 
annually mainly in industrial 
equipment, but he noted that 
Jordan's exports to the North 
American country are less than 
S5 million. 

Mr. Awad said the Canadian 
team came to Jordan at the 
invitation of the JCBC which 
groups industry representa- 
tives and other businessper- 
sons in the Kingdom. 

He said the visit comes less 
than two weeks after a visit to 
Jordan by the Premier of the 


Canadian state of Ontario, 
Bob Rae, who was accompa- 
nied by a trade delegation to 
discuss promoting trade and 
economic links. 

The Canadian team later 
met with Mohammad Asfour, 
chairman of the Federation of 
the Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce to discuss business 
and trade relations. 

Mr. Robinson was quoted by 
the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. as saying that his country 
was striving to bolster its ties 
with Jordan in all fields, espe- 
cially economic and trade 
links. 

The Canadian government 
has been dispatching trade 
teams to the Arab region in the 
last few years with the purpose 
of achieving better and stron- 
ger economic ties with them, 
said the ambassador. 

Mr. Asfour told the visitors 
that the Middle East region, 
and especially Jordan, was ab- 
out to witness changes and 
developments in which Jordan 
would play a key role in view 
of its central geographic loca- 
tion. 

Later the Jordan-Canada 
Business Council held a meet- 
ing with the visiting Canadian 
group. 

At the meeting Deputy 
Chairman of the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association 



Deputy Chairman of (he Jordanian Business- 
men’s Association Ibr ahim Zein (right) speaks 
at a meeting of the Jordan Canada Business 
Council. Also on the podium, from left to right 


are Ca n a d i an Ambassador to Jordan Andrew 
Robinson and head of a visiting team of Cana- 
dian businesspersons Lambert Toupin 


(JBA) Ibrahim Zein expressed 
hope that the council would be 
instrumental in promoting bi- 
lateral trade. ' 

Mr. Zeid noted that there 
were good opportunities for 
launching joint investment 


ventures in Jordan, particular- 
ly as the Kingdom could play a 
significant role in Canada's 
trade with Middle Eastern 
countries. 

Lambert Toupin. the head 
of the Canadian team, outlined 


the reason behind the tour in 
the Arab World, and the visit 
to Jordan. 

He expressed hope that the 
visit would end with a general 
framework for increasing trade 
and economic relations. 



REVIEWING JUDICIAL SYSTEMS: Justice 
Minister "Taber Hikmat Sunday receives 
visiting Qatari Islamic Cleric Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz Saleh A1 Khalifeh and accompanying 
officials and briefed them on the ministry’s 
work, saying that the ministry provides the 
necessary cadres for developing judicial 
procedures, but does not interfere in the 
judiciary. Sheikh Khalifeh reviewed tbe 
judicial system in his country and voiced 


hope for closer cooperation between the 
judicial systems in both countries. Mr. 
Hikmat said the visit by the Islamic clerics 
represents another step on the path of 
enhancing the brotherly relations between 
both countries. The meeting was attended 
by the ministry's Secretary General 
Mahmoud Hijazi and Qatari Ambassador 
to Jordan Nasser Ben Abdul Aziz Ali 
Nasser. 


Family planning helps reduce 
birth rate, says minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — A family 
planning programme im- 
plemented by the Ministry of 
Health has succeeded in reduc- 
ing the annual birth rate from 
3.8 per cent to 3.6 per cent, 
according to Health Minister 
Abdul Rahim Malhas.. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a workshop on family 
planning Sunday, Dr. Malhas 
stressed the need for educating 
mothers on birth spacing to 
protect the health of family 
members. 

Referring to the ministry's 
family planning programme, 
Dr. Malhas said it is based on 
the birth sparing concept, a 
necessity for Jordan whose 
birth rate is among the highest 
in the world. 

There is a general trend to- 
wards practising birth sparing 
which would protect the health 
of the mother and her children 
added the minister. 

But Dr. Malhas complained 
in his address about the shor- 
tage of incubators available in 
government hospitals, noting 
that these were necessary be- 


cause newborns have a low 
birth weight and others are 
born prematurely. 

Stressing that mothers who 
do not practise birth spacing 
normally face complications, 
the minister said concerned 
organisations need to intensify 
their programmes of educating 
mothers in this regard. 

Abdullah Abul Atta, chair- 
man of the Jordanian Family 
Planning and Protection Socie- 
ty, told the meeting organised 
by the General Union of 
Jordanian Women (GUJW), 
that the society currently oper- 
ates 12 clinics in six govemo- 
rates, plus two mobile clinics 
operating in rural and remote 
areas. 

During 1993, these clinics 
offered services to 60,000 
mothers, providing them with 
guidance on motherhood and 
birth sparing and other health 
matters, said Mr. Abul Atta. 

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, presi- 
dent of the General Union of 
Jordanian Women, voiced 
appreciation to the health 


minister's call that working 
women's children be covered 
by the state run health insur- 
ance scheme. 

The National Population 
Commission (NPC) published 
a report in September 1993 
predicting that Jordan’s 
population will reach 5.2 mil- 
lion by the end of the century. 

In its report the NPC said 
the fertility rate among Jorda- 
nian women aged 15 to 49 
stands at 56 per cent, one of 
the highest in the developing 
nations. 

But according to the report, 
the infant mortality rate stood 
at 39 per thousand, because of 
widespread. mother and child 
health care services and the 
national vaccination com- 
paigns against childhood dis- 
eases. 

The NPC noted that the 
major population growth lies 
in the cities fo Amman, Zarqa 
and Irbid where the fertility 
rates are higher and the mor- 
tality rates are lower than 
other areas of the Kingdom. 


Sahab water shortage to 
be solved by new pipe 


AMMAN (Petra) — Factories 
in the Sahab Industrial City 
and the Jordan Industrial 
Estates Corporation (J1EC) 
Sunday voiced their deep con- 
cern over water shortages 
affecting the industrial city, 
stressing that such shortages 
over the last four years have 
been obstructing industrial de- 
velopment. 

The issue was raised with 
Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Hisham A1 Khatib and 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Rima KhaJaf by JJEC Director 
General Fayez Suheimat at a 
meeting held at the industrial 


city Sunday. 

Of the city’s 314 factories, 
only 260 receive regular water 
supplies, complained Mr. 
Suheimat. He said at least 
15,000 people work or visit 
Sahab Industrial City daily, 
■making adequate water sup- 
plies necessary in addition to 
water needed as an essential 
component in certain indus- 
tries, Mr. Suheimat said. 

Following the discussion, an 
agreement was reached to lay a 
major water pipe directly from 
the main water rower in the 
region to the Sahab Industrial 
City. 


3 Indian world cyclists visit Jordan 
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By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Three young 
Indian students on a world 
trip on bicycles are now visit- 
ing Jordan, carrying their 
“message of peace and good- 
will/- 

Dinesb Chandran. 23. 
Suresh K.N.. 22, and Suresh 
Kumar K. V., 21, who arrived 
in Jordan late Wednesday, 
are in the early stage of their 
irip, during which they hope 
to cover at least 60 countries 
and nearly 90,000 kilometres. 

The three, all university 
students from the south Indi- 
an city of Bangalore, laun- 
ched their trip in Nairobi. 
Kenya, where they arrived by 
air along with their bicycles 
on Nov. 18. 

From Kenya, they cycled 
through Uganda and then 
Sudan and Egypt before tak- 
*ng a femr from Nuweibe to 
Aqaba. From Jordan they 
plan to pass through Syria, 
Turkey and Bulgaria and 
men continental Europe. Mr. 
Chandran told the Jordan 
Times. 

“We are on a mission of 
peace and goodwill for all,” 
h® said. “We intend to spread 
this message and also have 


cultural exchanges with -the 
people of the countries that 
we pass through.” 

The three students, who 
also intend to visit the United 
States and the rest of North 
America, were chosen by 
their college and. granted a 
leave of absence to undertake 
the trip, which is sponsored 
by the International Lions 
Gub. the Rotary Gub and 
several voluntary organisa- 
tions, in three years. 

“We have to get back in 
the three years and continue 
our studies." said Mr. Chan- 
dran. 

“We hope to cover as 
many countries as possible 
during this period.' 1 

Things have gone well for 
the trip so far except for one 
unfortunate disaster that 
struck a few hours after they 
landed in Nairobi. 

They were on their way 
along the 30-kilomeire main 
highway berwesn Kenyatta 
Airport and Nairobi city 
when they were waylaid and 
robbed of ali their valuables, 
including cash- It was an ex- 
perience typical of Kenya, 
long notorious for its high- 
waymen. where shops close 
at least one hour before sun- 
set for fear of hold-ups. 



Indian cyclists Dinesh Chandran, Suresh Kumar K.V. 
and Suresh K.N. 


The Indian cyclists had to 
rely on the generosity of the 
sizeable Indian community in 
Kenya to be saved from the 
fate of having to call off the 
trip altogether. Mr. Chan- 
dran recalled. 

“We don’t travel at night 
any more, and spend the 
nights with Indian communi- 
ties wherever possible," Mr. 
Chandran said. But security 


wu* never a problem in 
Uganda. Sudan or Egypt, he 
added. 

In Jordan, they plan to visit 
Madaba and Mount Nebo 
and to have a stopover at 
Jerash on their way to Syria. 
“We cover an average of 100 
kilometres to 125 kilometres 
per day.” he added. 

The three plan to leave 
Jordan by the end of this 
week. 


Reporting link shifts at Palestinian Affairs Department 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The director 
general of the Department of 
Palestinian Affairs (DP A) has 
become responsible to Minis- 
ter of State Adel Irsheid after a 
decision by the Cabinet to shift 
the DPA head from reporting- 
to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The DPA is an independent 
government institution but, for 
reasons of reporting to a higher 
authority, its director general 
had previously been linked to 
the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The DPA had been known 
as the Ministry of Occupied 
Territories until 1988 when 
Amman severed legal and 
administrative ties with the 
West Bank. 

From 1988. the DPA has 
acted as a facilitator by verify- 


ing various documents for the 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories. 

It also coordinates various 
needs for the Palestinians with 
the respective government in- 
stitutions, especialy in the 
areas of health, education and 
agriculture. 

Another area where the 
DPA is involved is in ensuring 
the smooth flow of people 
crossing the bridges to the 
occupied territories. 

The responsibilities of the 
DPA in the Kingdom involve 
close cooperation with the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) to provide the 
most possible services to re- 
fugees in camps besides ensur- 
ing a good infrastructure and 
adequate basic facilities at 
these camps. 

From 1988 on. the DPA was 
run by Ahmad Qatanani who. 
in 1991, was transferred to the 


post of adviser at the Prime 
Ministry. 

Mr. Irsheid took over as 
DPA director general until he 
became Minister of State in 
December. 

The DPA is now being run 
by .Asem Ghosheh who. had 
previously held the posts of 
secretary general at the minis- 


tries of Energy. Youth and 
Rural Affairs. 

The department has been 
credited as a strong backup to 
the Jordanian negotiating team 
with Israel since it houses com- 
prehensive studies, and reports 
on the occupied territories and 
the developments that took 
place since 1967 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent congratulates Norway 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Sunday sent a cable to King Harold V of 
Norway congratulating him in his name and on behalf of the 
Jordanian people and government on the anniversary of his 
accession to the throne. Prince Hassan wished King ’Harold 
good health and happiness and the Norwegian people further 
progress and prosperity. 

Royal Decree issued 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued Sunday 
approving the appointment of Safwan Rizq Al Bataineh as 
advisor at the prime ministry. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA 
AMMAN 

Day of India 

On the occasion of the Republic Day of India, a flag 
hoisting ceremony will be held on Wednesday, January 
26, 1994 at 10 a.m. at the premises of the embassy of 
India, First Circle, Jabal Amman (Opp. Malhas Hospit- 
al). 

All Indians with their family members are 
cordially Invited to attend the function. 
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Before it’s too late 


THE DECISION of Minister of Health Dr. 
Abdul Rahim Malhas to go public about what 
be believes is the state of the medicine and food 
that Jordanians consume is in itself a 
courageous and admirable act that falls square- 
ly within the confines of genuine democratic 
traditfor.. As Jordan is well on its way to 
consolidating its democratic process, the public 
disclosures of the minis ter about this vital issue 
are like a breath of fresh air. We are, however, 
not prepared as yet to endorse everything that 
Was attributed to Dr. Malhas until it is carefully 
e xamin ed by a competent judicial authority. 

The charges that at least some of the medi- 
cine and food used by Jordanians are not only 
linfit for human consumption but also life 
threatening are so ominous that they warrant 
an urgent and independent scrutiny. The 
accusations that there is a “mafia” of sorts 
controlling the import and distribution of drugs 
and foodstuff or that “sharks” are running the 
system that governs the import and sale of such 
products are very critical and justify a serious 
and effective inquiry. Accusations that there 
are even governmental pressure groups that 
“doctor” the admittedly ineffective state super- 
vision of the importation and sale of such 
products on the basis of existing legislation, call 
for a close examination; of both the legislation 
itself and the “government bodies that are 
responsible to enforce the law. 

We need to get to the bottom of these 
assertions. We need to do a better job this time 
than in 1989 when another scandal erupted 
over the deployment of sewage tankers for the 
transportation of unprocessed cooking fat. 
Jordanians never heard the end of that story, 
but surely no one will stomach a similar 
performance this time. Also forgotten are 
numerous charges that agricultural products in 
-Jordan are so heavily contaminated with che- 
micals that it makes them major carriers of 
carcinogenic elements. Independent sources 
confirm that such chemicals are still being 
indiscriminately administered by farmers be- 
cause no one in the government seems to be 
taking the issue seriously. Also questioned 
during the past few years was the quality of the 
water we drink and the air we breath. 

In terms of insufficient legislation or lack of 
public-spirited agencies to supervise even the 
current short-circuited regulations, the list is 
•indeed long and reaches most aspects of Jorda- 
nian lives. For a while we all thought that the 
much celebrated Association for the Protection 
of Public Consumers would act as an effective 
watchdog over the same concerns that the 
minister of health is now desperately sounding 
the alarm about. 

■ This is where Parliament can assert itself 
most forcefully in a cool and collected m ann er. 
We are delighted, therefore, to learn that the 
acting speaker of the Lower House has called 
for an urgent meeting over the issue. Parlia- 
ment needs to suspend all business and devote 
as much time as nec-ded to get all the facts and 
put in motion a correction process. Meanwhile, 
the minister should stick to his guns and 
prepare himself to put all the information he 
has in the hands of the people’s deputies. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Sunday described as positive the latest statement by 
the U.S. president over the Middle East peace process in 
which he emphasised the need for the implementation of U.N. 
Se*. <rity Council resolutions as the basis for the aspired peace. 
These statements, coming for the first time from the American 
administration constitutes a turning point in the U.S. strategy, 
but one which is totally opposed by the Israeli stand, said The 
paper. Based on resolutions 242 and 33S. the Middle East 
problem will have to be solved on all tracks and entail Israeli 
withdrawals from the occupied Arab lands, said the paper. 
But. it said, according to Israel's strategy, peace should be 
conducted with separate Arab states piecemeal and with Israel 
having the upper hand in every deal. There is no doubt that 
His Mijesty King Hussein has focused on the question of a 
lasting peace based on the U.N. resolutions stressing that 
peace ought to be implemented on all tracks at the same time, 
said the daily. To back the Jordanian stand, the King is 
'•listing on coordinating his country's efforts with those of the 
otii^ \mb parties involved in rhe peace process with Israel: 
and this -nd tod was conveyed to the U.S. president in 
Washington. ;K e paper continued. 
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Israel — is yesterday’s enemy 
tomorrow’s bigger one? 


By (zzat R. Dajani 

Ever since World War II. there 
is no cause or issue (hat has so 
dominated the political and 
psychological landscape of the 
Arab World as has the issue of 
Palestinian rights. Yet. Israel's 
policy remains to concentrate 
on the eternal Arab military 
inferiority whereby it keeps 
dictating its own terms to its 
neighbours. This fits well with 
what previous U.S. Secretary 
of State George Shultz wrote: 
“There is crucial need of a 
strong defence to back up a 
strong diplomacy." 

Israel, as a country, was 
never an indigenous pari of the 
Middle East. Most indicators 
support this argument as the 
country remains confused of 
what it truly is: A European 
nation, a Middle Eastern coun- 
try' or an American state. The 
Arab World never chose Israel 
as its neighbour and the 
Palestinians never wanted to 
vacate their, homes inj’aiestine 
in favour.of Israeli occupiers 
and Jewish "settlers. Yet. the 
Palestinians have chosen to 
move many steps forward in 
recognising and facing reality 
and making it dominate their 
impractical ideal. They chose 
to negotiate an end to this long 
suffering. In negotiations, the 
fundamental principle that 
must prevail incorporates the 
understanding that irrespective 
of whether one likes his adver- 
saries or dislikes them, agrees 
or disagrees with them, the 
goal centres on establishing an 
array of good working rela- 
tionships able to deal with 
whatever differences exist. 

However. Israel is em- 
ploying what is known as com- 
petitive tactics by imposing 
time pressure and appearing 
firm. Its high demands and 
very slow concessions are moti- 
vated hy concern about posi- 
tion and image loss. It seems 
that negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians in par- 
ticular. and the other Arabs in 
general, are characterised by 
lack of concessional exchange 
and real problem-solving dis- 
cussions. There is no evidence 
of both sides sharing informa- 
tion about goals and priorities 
in search of what would satisfy 
both parties' need and real an 
integrative agreement. Con- 


cessions are important symbo- 
lically as indicators of where 
expectations should converge. 
The Palestinians travelled 
many miles, to the extent of 
being accused of offering con- 
cessions beyond the necessary 
parameters. They recognised 
Israel’s right to’ exist, they 
accepted a phased withdrawal 
without the dismantling of the 
Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied territories: they offered 
more than a symbolic hand- 
shake with their occupier. Yet 
Israel’s attitude remained as 
abhorrent as ever in its pursuai 
of its own path of logic to the 
extent of risking to impede 
negotiations. It insists on 
obtaining concessions without 
rationalising them away from 
its own favour which contra- 
dicts the very basic principles 
in negotiations, and makes it 
extremely difficult for the 
Palestinians to carry on. It is 
ironic that Israel demands that 
Palestinian boys must stop 
throwing stones at the occupyi- 
ng troops whilst at the same 
time it allows the Israeli set- 
tlers to fire live ammunition at , 
anything they simply suspect as 
hostile! 

Israel adopts a bargaining 
position. This puts relationship 
and substance in conflict 
whereby the relationship tends 
to become entangled with the 
problem. Israel must focus on 
common interests and not just 
bargain over positions which 
would ultimately endanger and 
possibly eliminate any chance 
of an ongoing relationship. 
Hatred seems to obscure vision 
as much as position dominates 
over interest. Being flexible 
permits the exploration of im- 
aginative solutions which 
might meet the bottom line of 
both Arabs and Israelis. 

Itamar Rabinovich, the 
Israeli ambassador to the Un- 
ited States, said that since the 
beginning of the Zionist move- 
ment in Ottoman Palestine in 
the nineteenth century “not a 
single Palestinian leader has 
made a deal with the Jews" 
praising Mr. Arafat's “cour- 
age" in breaking this tradition. 
If this is not concessional sym- 
bolism. what is? 

Ironically and unfortunately. 
Mr. Arafat conveniently chose 
to utnorc the fact that recoeni- 


tion hy Palestinians of the state 
of Israel should come last and 
not at the onset of negotia- 
tions. It is only the Palestinians 
that have the power to give 
■ Israel legitimacy. This tactical 
and dramatic had move has 
hardened Israel's bargaining 
position as it secured legitima- 
cy and won subsequent recog- 
nition even in the most 
“taboo" places, such as the 
Vatican. 

To Israelis, peace means 
open borders, trade agree- 
ments. airline flights, diploma- 
tic relations. - industrial joint- 
ventures. increased and ex- 
panded markets, and access to 
cheap labour. To Palestinians, 
peace means homeland, identi- 
ty. human rights, justice and 
self-determination. The com- 
mon ground remains as diverse 
as ever. Hence, through nego- 
tiations. parties need to estab- 
lish goals, learn the nature of 
the other'* goals, identify the 
issues to be resolved, analyse 
.the social . .content,. , in , . whjgh 
negotiations occur and design 
strategics to- maximise their 
/chances of success. It js an. 
exercise in discovery, conflict 
and compromise. Success de- 
pends on both sides believing 
they will gain more by working 
together than by being apart. 
The final outcome must be 
perceived as best for both. 

Ironically and sadly. Israel's 
core negotiating style focuses 
on adopting positions which 
are followed hy signals that 
unless the Arabs accept the 
Israeli offer, its negotiating 
position will be hardened. This 
is certainly the wrong attitude 
for reaching a solution that can 
last. It seems that the Arabs 
are growing to dislike the 
Israelis more in times of peace 
than during epochs of war. 

Israel’s power fabric is bused 
on four tools: defence, global 
influence, intelligence, and 
foreign aid. Israel concen- 
trated on weaving itself in (he 
fabric of U.S. policy-making 
apparatus. It understood the 
importance of this and wanted 
to ensure that Israel shall never 
he discarded. It dominated 
lobby of interest groups, influ- 
enced the media and control- 
led the financial sector. Israel 
trusted no one to the extent 
that it used American aid to 


buy information, use people, 
gather intelligence reports, re- 
cruit officials, and employ 
spies against the U.S. itself. 
The Pollard case remained one 
living example of this. 

However, it remains true 
that diminished Arab strength 
and resolve are an open invita- 
rion for Israeli expansion into 
areas of critical importance 
and interest. For the overall 
success of Arab policy, it is 
critical that Arabs persevere in 
the resto-ration of their 
strength whether militarily, 
politically or economically. 
The willingness to negotiate 
from that strength is a fun- 
damental element of strength 
itself. It is not humanly possi- 
ble to totally abolish the war 
dividend. "This is not intel- 
ligently viable as the deep 
cultural, social, religious and 
historical boundaries dictate an 
almost division between Arabs 
and Israelis." Robert Gates, 
former CIA chief, once de- 
clared. With Israel, Arabs may. 
need to. explore every avenue 
■ for peaceful- accommodation 
*with canity and humility hut 
must also be prepared for 
times when national identity 
and boundary is threatened. 

It is best to describe the 
Israelis as an alien multi-ethnic 
community of Semites and 
non-Semites, with diverse 
cultural affinities, sharing a 
convenient religious utility. 
They are now on top. but one 
wonders how long they can 
remain so without reaching 
accommodation with what, 
sooner rather than later, will 
he an Arab majority in the 
land between the Jordan River 
and the sea? Will Israel’s des- 
tiny be a direct consequence of 
its intransigence, insensitivity, 
irresponsibility and noted self- 
destructiveness? Will contem- 
porary Israel bear the same 
consequence as the only 
known Jewish kingdom which 
was established in HXK) BC and 
was destroyed 70 years later? 
Will Israel learn the limit of the 
tolerance threshold of its 
neighbours and cease pushing 
it beyond its limit? Will it ever 
learn peaceful co-existence? 
Only time will unfold which 
paradigm Israel will come to 
choose and whether it remains 
as much an enemy in the future 
as it has been in the past. 


New Russian government 
could be trouble for U.S. 


By Alan Elsrier 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The exclu- 
sion of key reformers from 
Russia's new government is a 
sharp blow to the United 
States and could severely dis- 
rupt close cooperation be- 
tween Washington and Mos- 
cow. analysts said Friday. 

Initial reactions to rhe’news 
that Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin had formed a 
government without Russia's 
two best-known reformers. 
Yegor Gaidar and Boris 
Fyodorov . focused on the likely 
economic consequences. 

"What we’re concerned ab- 
out. obviously, is whether 
they'll be able io manage their 
inflation problem." President 
Clinton tofd reporters covering 
a While House ceremony. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, a* for- 
mer Soviet industrial boss from 
the oil and eas sector, wants to 
prop up failing state industries 
even if this means abandoning 
monetary discipline. The result 
will almost certainly be more 
inflation, possibly Hyper-infla- 
tion. analysts say. 

"Russia will probably now 
follow the Ukrainian course bv 


putting off hard choices. We 
will see higher inflation, which 
in turn will stoke the fires of 
discontent and help the ex- 
tremists.” said Gabriel 
Schoenfeld of the Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies. 

The State Department, put- 
ting the best light on recent 
events, said Thursday it would 
continue to encourage reforms 
and would work with the new 
government to the extent that 
it pursued policies Washington 
believed could succeed. 

But Heritage Foundation 
analyst Kim Holmes predicted 
a rocky period ahead for U.S.- 
Russian relations. 

"There will be less and less 
cooperation. We're heading, if 
not for a divorce, at least for a 
troubled period in this mar- 
riage." Mr. Holmes said. 

Ironically, the Russian swing 
came only days after Mr. Clin- 
ton visited Moscow, stood 
sidc-bv-side with President 
Boris Vcltsin and said he had 
won assurances that Russia 
would continue on the road of 
reform. 

Mr. Clinton's- policy has 
been to slick hv Mr. Yeltsin 
through thick and thin, bend- 


ing over backwards to 
accommodate Russian con- 
cerns such as Moscow’s opposi- 
tion to Eastern European 
countries being admitted to 
NATO. 

Some analysts believe that 
was a mistake and predict the 
emergence of an assertive Rus- 
sian foreign policy that will try 
to reestablish effective domi- 
nance over republics that 
broke a wav from Moscow 
when the Soviet Union col- 
lapsed in late 1991. 

"The outlook in grim, not so 
much in economic terms be- 
cause nothing was happening 
there anyway, but in torcign 
policy terms." said Paul Go- 
ble. a former State Depart- 
ment expert on Russia now 
with the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. 

Mr. Goble said Russia had 
already successfully under- 
mined ' the independence of 
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Mol- 
dova and he predicted it would 
out increasing pressure on 
Ukraine. 

"We could sec salami tac- 
tics. with Russia undermining 
Ukraine step hy step.” he said. 

If Ukraine were to fall back 


into Moscow's sphere, the 
other republics would be un- 
likely to resist for long. 

Boston University Professor 
Uri Ra'anan said Russian poli- 
cy was now based on a "dearly 
stated goal of reestablishing 
control over former Soviet re- 
publics." 

“The United States has 
allowed this to happen without 
objecting. Unless the Clinton 
administration reverses itself, 
we are entering a fatal pro- 
cess." Mr. Ra'anan said. 

Russ; political swing was 
precipitate. by an election last 
month in wtl *h voters rebuffed 
the liberal cair. r and left refor- 
mers outnumbered in parlia- 
ment by communists, con- 
servatives and Vladimir Zhir- 
inovsky's ultra-nationalist 
Liberal' Democratic Party. 

Some U.S. scholars 
cautioned against an excessive- 
ly gloomy assessment of the 
situation. Patrick Glynn of the 
American Enterprise Institute 
said the reformers could recap- 
ture their credibility in opposi- 
tion. 

’’The United States ought to 
remain steadfast in supporting 
reformers even if they arc out- 
side the government." he said. 


Materialism — 

the 30 , 000 -item 

answer 






By Richard Harwood 


WASHINGTON — The "de- 
lectable materialism" of Amer- 
ica, as The New York Times 
once put it, inspires mixed 
feelings among the people. 
That is especially true this time 
of year. The season demands 
that Americans shop till they 
drop, and they do. The malls 
are overrun. Billions change 
hands. Every household be- 
comes a miniature bazaar. 

The success of the season is 
judged by what people buy and 
sell, what they give and get 
The newspapers announce . 
with heartfelt enthusiasm: 
“Retailers chalk up record 
gains!” 

To some intellectuals, the 
vulgarity of it aJI is distasteful, 
an attitude obviously easier to 
sustain in the warm and well- 
fed precincts of American soci- 
ety than in the Anacostias and 
ruined coal towns of tbe land. 
But anti-materialists have been 
with us for a long time. 

Their objections to the con- 
sumption addiction come in 
several varieties, which the 
historian-sociologist Michael 
Schudson has discussed in any 
essay. 

There is a puritanical school 
that laments the emphasis on 
materialism because it comes 
at the expense of one’s spir- 
itual lives: “It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of’ 
a needle, than for a rich man to . 
enter into the kingdom of 
God." Or: “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon 
earth where mothi and rust 
doth corrupt and where thieves 
break through and steal. Lay 
up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven." One antidote is the 
vow of poverty. 

Another strain is the Quaker 
critique, which is "less con- 
cerned with how people feel 
about goods than with objec- 
tionable features of the pro- 
ducts themselves, their waste- 
fulness or extravagance." Mr. 
Schudson adds: “The fashion, 
industry in its various forms is 
a regular target of such critic- 
ism, as it was for the Quakers 
themselves in their adherence 
to plain dress." 

There is an "aristocratic 
objection to consumer society 
that is primarily aesthetic ... an 
attack on ugliness in defence of 
Culture." It is all right to value 
material objects so long as they 
are scarce, beautiful, hand- 
crafted and, generally, out of 
reach of the masses.’ It is an 
attitude that disdains assembly 
lines and mass production be- 
cause “mass-produced goods 
are ugly." 

There is also a Marxist criti- 
que that recognises certain be- 
nefits in a consumer society, 
but condemns it nonetheless 
because it "rests on the ex- 
ploitation of workers under the 
capitalist system of production" 
and serves as "an opiate of the 
people, submerging dissatisfac- 
tion with life fa the exploitative 
workplace." 

We do not know how Marx 
would respond to America's 
consumer society today. But 


Mr. Schudson was struck by 
President Boris Yeltsin’s reac- f 
tion to his visit to the United 
States in 1989. When he re- .. 
turned home he told a crowd. 
how impressed he had been 
with the abundance of Amer- 
ica: “Their supermarkets have 
30,000 food items. You can’t .' 
imagine it. It makes the people . 
feel secure." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comments, - 
Mr. Schudson says, “reveal '• ' 
something more," namely: 
“Abundance and choice . ... 
provide a feeling of security, 
social and even spiritual com=_ 
fort. This celebratory attitude., 
towards American materialism, 
is far from the scepticism - 
shared by homegrown Amer-. 
ican journalists and intellect- 
tuals.” . 

It is very interesting, as the 
little Texan with big ears would ' 
say, that journalists and intet- 
lectuals who are among the 
major beneficiaries of the con-, 
’sumer society should be soured ■ ' 
on it. . t _ . . 

Tbe intellectual freedoms . 
Americans enjoy were made: ' 
possible by the democratic-, 
marketplace, advertising in--., 
dustry and all. The entire eco- ' 
nomy is driven by consumer-^ 
ism, rising and falling accent 
ing to the rate at which the ~ 
cash registers ring and the%- 
assembly lines move and the/' 
degree to which citizens' de- ■? 
sires and needs are unfulfilled. 

On the role of advertising as - 
with consumerism itself, Mr. 
Schudson is ambivalent: ; 
“Advertising at times seems to - 
be materialism at its worst, the-- - 
sizzle without the steak, the A 
idolatry’ of goods divorced-,’-, 
from the utility and enjoyment 
goods provide, but even this >5 
too simple a view. It recognises , 
neither the aesthetic appeal of 
some advertising that touches, 
us nor the plain wrapping, anti- . 
magical character of most - 
advertising is, in a sense,/.-.-' 
Quaker itself — it points to/ 
price and so helps keep in min^^ 
economy as a chief criterion in n 
buying. Or it is Puritan 
recommending a product not; ■ 
because it provides moral of-. . 
social theological salvation but-:, 
because it serves certain banal 
purposes well. It cleans your .' 
sink. It gets you to New York. . 
in time for yo’ur business 
meeting.” 

It also undergirds -the na- 
tion's media system. It subsi- 
dises the 25-cent morning 
newspaper, the popular maga- 
zine, the “free" television and 
radio programming. It is, in 
short, the life-support system 
for the mass media. 

It does" not, as Mr. Schudson--:- - 
notes, "focus on the needs of - 
public life." and “it often takes 7 
a stance towards the public life- : 
that may not be healthy." 

Like the air everyone : 
breathes, it may not be pure 
and i: may nor be pretty. But it 
is nevertheless essential to life - 
in America as most Americans - --^ 
know it — Tbe Washington 7 . 
Post. 


LETTERS 

Fair testing 

To the Editor: 

In Jordan, if you apply for a university seat, you cannot choose 
whatever field you want: it all depends on the tawjihi average. 

We aH know that almost Wjni students have just finished 
the first session of their tawjihi examinations. Although they 
concern so many students, they still are not fair. To prove this. 

h .vhw tl * « ,cm,fic *' cl,on « an example. The subjects 
thev have been examined in are: Arabic, English, chemistry 

hiofogy, physics, mathematics and Islamic religion. As™t ran 
be seen, there is not any religion examination for Christians 
So when the average of a Muslim student is calculated ™ £ £ 
scientific section - the highest two grades among chemist™ 
biology- and religion arc taken into consideration, on the 
condition that students pass all these three suhjeas 

look SSjS JEts? ** ° nl >' 

h T jv pn.scs.he tBLS t he erode* o^the 

religion examination was considered insert iwJL ° “S 

s,udi “- ‘ ir ^^ ^ n high nve^) 
But this does not make sense. Him- ,-m . j* 

m And mefsme " wK « ion and "« 

.hir.£e 

yenrv^! f (Ws*sy^em a reaffv , ^olh a e^'mc e ?!r* naI, 'h nS h lw ° 

time they will have done something ahout°S e 
S ' “ C ™ Sid " Cd a bi - e cvcm - 1 i> should a. le“. te 


Widad Salah, 
p *0. Box 5385, 
Amman 11183. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributin'* r 

readers on any subject they wish to tackle 

ft *r publication, however, should contain the wriifrtFn 

und Preferably address us well. Names can Z 

upon request and under special rircumtr.n? ‘*. hbeld onl y 

subject to editing. The newspaper is not rcs^n kV'T 

return of unused manuscripts . ' res P°nsihle for the 








House schedules urgent talk i e 


of health, insisted that phar- 
macies be attended by reg- 
istered pharmacists. 

Dr. Hamzeh also banned 
the sale of medicine without 
prescriptions, except for 
“over the counter" drugs. 

Informed sources said the 
ban was introduced to limit 
the sales of addictive drugs. 

In his interview with Shi- 
han, Dr. Malhas said that 
“pressure was applied," to 
overrule a Higher Court of 
Justice verdict that said phar- 
macies should be run by 
pharmacists in whose names 
they are registered. 

The Council for the Inter- 
pretation of Laws has over- 
ruled the conn's verdict on 
the basis of a 1975 ruling that 
says pharmacists should not 
be in charge of their own 
pharmacies. 

Dr. Zaben said that food 
shipments were also ex- 
amined by specialised com- 
mittees before being allowed 
into the country. 

Other sources familiar with 
the situation, however, said 
that the inspection of food 
was the responsibility of va- 


f Continued from page II 


nous government ministries 
and departments and that 
that allows for confusion and 
inefficiency. 

One source said that there 
were previous attempts to 
have one agency responsible 
for the examination of food 
“but unfortunately there was 
a power struggle (among the 
various bodies) and the effort 
never succeeded.” 

Sources pointed to the con- 
troversy over cooking fat 
shipments that did not meet 
specifications but were sold 
in the market in 1989 as 
evidence of the inefficiency 
of some of the departments 
entrusted with inspecting 
food sold in the Kingdom. 

“Only a thorough investiga- 
tion can end the controversy 
created by the minister's 
statement," said a source 
familiar with the issue on the 
condition of anonymity. 

“What the minister said is 
dangerous,” he said. “It has 
to be investigated." 

“Parliament is taking the 
matter very seriously. It will 
take the proper action on it," 
said Dr. Tubeishat. 


Arafat in flurry of contacts 


(Continued from page 1} 


the Middle East peace process. 

After the session, chief PLO 
negotiator Nabil Shaath said 
bis team would meet again 
Tuesday with Israeli delegates 
on the key issues holding up 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Dr. Shaath said the talks on 
such sticky issues as who would 
guard borders to Jordan and 
Egypt would resume in the 
Egyptian resort of Taba. Sepa- 
rate talks on civilian issues 
| start Monday, he said. 

1 The consultations with Mr. 
Mubarak, who often has 
served as a mediator in Middle 
East disputes, followed a meet- 
ing between Mr. Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Saturday in 
Oslo, Norway. 

But there were no visible 
signs of progress on concrete 
issues at that meeting, held at 
the funeral of Norwegian Fore- 
ign Minister Johari Jorgen 
Holst, who died Jan. 13 after 
two strokes. 

Mr.Holst was behind secret 
? meetings that led to the histor- 
ic Israel-PLO accord signed 
Sept. 13 in Washington. 

Mr. Arafat’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia will enhance his posi- 
tion in the Arab World and 
could eventually help the PLO 
dig its way out of a long finan- 
cial crisis. 

The Saudis were once the 
main contributor to the funds 
of Fateh, the mainstream PLO 
group led by Mr. Arafat, but it 
and other Gulf states cut off 
the funds after the Gulf crisis. 

Mr. Arafat was to fly to 
Jeddah and perform the Umra 
or minor pilgrimage in nearby 
Mecca. PLO officials said they 
hoped he coaid see King Fahd 
in Riyadh, probably on Mon- 
day. . 

His delegation will include 
PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo 
and PLO negotiator Ahmad 
Qariea. the officials said. 

One source said, however, it 
was not yet certain the Riyadh 
visit will be an official one and 
whether the PLO chief will be 
received as a bead of state. 

Saudi Arabia was one of 
more than 70 states to recog- 
nise the independent Palesti- 
nian state announced by Mr. 
Arafat in 1988 and King Fahd 
has in the past given him red 
carpet airport treatment. 

Foreign Muslim leaders who 
come to Saudi Arabia to per- 


form the pilgrimage often call 
«on King Fahd as a matter of 
courtesy but Mr. Arafat was 
looking for something more 
than an informal chat. Arab 
diplomats said. 

Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
have so far rebuffed the PLO’s 
overtures to normalise ties 
while the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Qatar and Oman have 
responded favourably. 

Oman is the only Gulf Arab 
state to have so for officially 
received Mr. Arafat, once a 
frequent visitor to Saudi Ara-. 
bia. 

He went to see Sultan' 
Qaboos Ben Sa'id in Septem- 
ber before flying to Washing- 
ton to attend the White House 
signing ceremony of the PLO- 
Israeli peace deal. 

He also made an hour-long 
refuelling stopover in Abu 
Dhabi last year when he was 
greeted at the airport by Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Sheikh Sul- 
tan, second son of UAE Presi- 
. dent Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan-. 
A1 Nahayan. 

Palestinian sources said Mr. 
Arafat's visit to Saudi Arabia 
was arranged during talks in 
Riyadh between the PLO team 
and Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan earlier this month. The 
team was in Saudi Arabia for 
the funeral of the PLO’s 
Riyadh representative. 

Saudi Arabia has yet to res- 
tore a monthly grant to the 
"PLO of $6 million which King 
Fahd ordered in 1989 after 
completing payments on a 10- 
year aid pledge to the PLO of 
5850 million. 

Halting key Gulf Arab aid, 
valued at more than $1.5 bil- 
lion in the 10 years prior to 
Iraq’s August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait, plunged the PLO into 
a deep financial crisis. Arab 
diplomats say Riyadh 
apparently remains reluctant 
to resume direct aid to the 
PLO. 

After the September peace 
accord, Saudi Arabia pledged 
$100 million to an international 
fund which will help the setup 
costs of Palestinian self- 
government in Jericho and the 
Gaza Strip once an accord on 
an Israeli withdrawal is 
reached with the PLO. 

' “I think the Saudis have told 
the Palestinians give us viable 
projects and we will finance 
them in addition to the $100 
million... but no more large 
sums going to PLO accounts," 
one Arab diplomat said. 
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Bosnians adapt to America, wonder 
why so few given the chance 


SEATTLE (AP) - Emir 
Grcic, a blond Muslim with a 
new checkbook and a church- 
ful of friends, is baffled when 
U.S. authorities say America 
can absorb only several 
thousand Bosnian refugees a 
year. 

As a fresh alumnus of a 
firing squad — a Serb officer 
recognised him as a soccer star 
and spared his life — Mr. Grcic 
qualified as a Bosnian terror 
victim and chanced upon a rare 
U.S. visa. 

“People are so welcoming 
here.** he said, knocking back 
apple rider at a holy family 
Catholic Church social, sur- 
rounded by people who cannot 
imagine losing 22 kgs in a 
concentration camp. 

Helped by sponsors, Mr. 
Grcic found his own job and 
bought a car so he no longer 
gets up for a 5 a.m. bus. His 
two sons study in English. His 
wife is happy. And his new 
soccer team now dazzles the 
league. 

Refugee workers say thar 
Emir Grcic* across the country 
put into question U.S. policy 
that lets in only a trickle of 
desperate Bosnians on grounds 
that communities cannot make 
room for them. 

"This country could rake 
many, many more Bosnians." 
said Melody Lanzolla, whose 
Seattle affiliate of Church 
World Service seeks families to 
help refugees settle in. "Re- 
sponse is phenomenal." 

In October 1992, after 
cameras showed walking 
skeletons in Serb detention 
camps. U.S. officials allowed 
1 .(XX) visas for released prison- 
ers. Volunteer agencies made a 
nationwide appeal for spon- 
sors. 

“1 had 200 calls in two 
days,” Ms. Lanzolla said, “and 
we're only, one of seven agen- 
cies in Seattle. Multiply that by 


the rest of the country." 

Because of bureaucracy and 
poor communication, she said, 
it was eight months before the 
first refugees arrived. They 
waited in grim camps in 
Croatia while some sponsors 
moved on to other causes. 

Last March, the annual 
quota was raised to 3.00U so 
Bosnians in the United States 
could bring in close relatives. 
But despite a huge demand, 
U.N. ana U.S. officials proces- 
sed only 2,000 cases. 

. Senior State Department 
officials, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, blamed slow 
processing on a reluctance to 
accept refugees at a time when 
Americans are believed to be 
wary of foreigners. 

Although the quota was 
raised again to 10,000 they 
said, they expect no major 
effort to make room for Bos- 
nians. Perhaps a million Bos- 
nians seek refuge outside the 
Balkans, but few borders are 
open. 

“A refugee allergy has 
grown in Europe and here as 
well," said Morton Abramo- 
witz, a former deputy assistant 
secretary of state who now 
heads the Carnegie Endow- 
ment for Peace. 

At the holy family rumpus 
room, however, the view is 
different. Chris Fox, a Seattle 
lawyer, is selling Enisa Grek's 
pastries at the “Taste of the 
world" food fair, featuring a 
score of cuisines. 

“It has been a wonderful 
experience, wonderful." Mr. 
Fox said, offering yet another 
Grcic-comes-to- America story. 
This one is about stopping the 
car before making a tum off 
the freeway. 

Among the handful of other 
Bosnians in the Seattle area, 
the enthusiasm is similar. 

Meliha Babic, 16. started 
school as a sophomore. She'd 


missed two years of class, run- 
ning for her life. She so out- 
shone her classmates that she 
was bumped up to senior. 

"Now she tutors her Amer- 
ican friends," said Betty Turul- 
ja. Meliha's aunt, who has 
lived in Seattle since 1957. 
“Everyone loves her." 

Emir Dizdarevic is back in 
Seattle again. He first came for 
electronics training at Boeing. 
When his visa expired, author- 
ities would not accept home- 
iand-in-flames as extenuating 
circumstances. 

After a year of shelling, con- 
finement, starvation and tor- 
ture, he managed to leave Bos- 
nia again. His friends at 
Boeing found him only after 
he obtained again. His friends 
at Boeing found him only after 
he obtained a U.S. visa and 
was headed to another state. 

His family of four is jammed 
into John Stannard’s suburban 
home, but all nine occupanrs 
say they would not have it any. 
other way. 

“You can't believe what we 
went through trying to get him 
here," Mr. Stannard said. A 
second friend joined in to de- 
scribe what he called impenetr- 
able, unhelpful official Amer- 
ican bureaucracy. 

Even with local support, re- 
fugees face problems. They 
need someone to drive them 
around to social welfare offices 
and doctors. Most spend hours 
at the dentist, often losing a 
mouthful of teeth. 

Social activity often centres 
around a church or a Jewish 
temple, worrying parents who 
want to keep the Muslim faith 
fresh in their children's minds. 

Dizdarevic, an electronics 
engineer, can’t find even un- 
skilled work. A few Bosnians, 
unable to adapt, end up 
wishing they had stayed home. 

But most no longer have a 
home. Return is impossible. 


Iraqi dinar rises after calls for crackdown 


(Continued from page 1) 

sponsible attitude from the ne now costs 8,000 dinars in 


state organs to curtail their 
current oppression." 

• It said moneychangers’ acti- 
vities were “tantamount to 
enemy actions ... state organs 
are not unable' to take neces- 
sary measures to stop the stra- 
tagem of those hostile to the 
country.” 

The government blames spe- 
culators for last week’s drop in 
the dinar. It took several mea- 
sures last year to organise the 
buying and selling of band cur- 
rency. 

In December, Iraq's central 
bank took steps to liberalise 
foreign exchange dealing and 
the circulation and possession 
of hard cash. It issued new 
instructions allowing Iraqis to 
open foreign cash accounts in 
Iraqi bank and issued licences 
to 28 moneychanging firms. - 

President Saddam has de- 
cided to pay formers more for 
grain products purchased by 
the government to discourage 
them from selling their crops in 
the black market, the Iraqi 
press reported Sunday. 

The Iraqi president also 
ordered his administration to 
promote, agriculture and give it 
priority in the country’s econo- 
mic agenda. 

“Food supplies are a vital 
part of our national security," 
he said Saturday during a joint 
meeting of the cabinet and the 
ruling Revolution Command 
Council (RCC). 

“The priority remains in in- 
creasing production and pro- 
ductivity," he added. 

The Iraqi press said the rise 
of grain products buying prices 
covered wheat, of which a ton- 


stead of 5,000, rice, costing 
15,000 dinars per tonne instead 
of 8,000 and barley for which 
the government will pay 4,000 


dinars per tonne instead of 
2,500. 

President Saddam said he 
hoped his decision would “in- 
cite farmers to increase their 
production'. 1 


Peace talks resume today 


negotiated a secret agreement 
with the PLO. 

President Assad set the tone 
for Monday's meeting when he 
met President Bill Clinton in 
Geneva last weekend. After- 
wards, in a joint news confer- 
ence, he spoke of establishing 
“normal peaceful relations” 
with Israel, words the Israelis 
have long wanted tP bear. 

Mr. Rabin responded by de- 
claring he expected to make a 
significant military withdrawal 
from the occupied Golan 
Heights. Syria has demanded 
full withdrawal from the 
strategic plateau as a precondi- 
tion to peace. 

Syria indicated on Sunday 
that the next round of peace 
talks would provide a “pre- 
cious chance" to melt the ice 
that has frozen the negotia- 
tions for 4 '/i months. 

“The new round will be a 
confidence-building step and a 
precious opportunity, which 
should be well seized in order 
to regain credibility for the 
peace process and bring about 
a just and comprehensive 
peace,” the state-owned Al 
Thawra newspaper said. 

However, the paper reas- 
serted that the success of the 
next round “depends primarily 
on the extent of Israel's readi- 
ness to commit itself to the 
bases ^of the peace process." 


(Continued from page 1) 
agreement “If Israel makes a dear-cut 
announcement of its accept- 
et the tone ance of a full pullout from 
ag when he occupied Arab lands, this will 
Clinton in certainly remove the major 
nd. After- stumbling block that has hin- 
:ws confer- dered the advancement of the 
stablishing bilateral talks and will also 
relations” open a wide horizon for peace 
the Israelis probabilities,” Al Thawra said, 
(o bear. A new poll published by the 

ided by de- Yediot Aharonot daily said 
to make a here Sunday that most Israelis 
withdrawal fear that Mr. Assad's health 
ed Golan problems will make it impossi- 
demanded ble for Syria to stick to any 
from the peace deal signed with Israel. 
i precondi- Sixty-seven per cent “have 
no confidence in him," against 
m Sunday 28 per cent who said they did 

i of peace have confidence in him and 

le a “pre- five per cent who expressed no 

tele the ice opinion, according to a Dahaf 

e negotia- Institute survey of 506 Israelis 

rs. reported in the daily, 

will be a The newspaper last week 
step and a quoted French doctors as 

ity, which saying the 63-year-old Syrian 

Hi in order president, who has had heart 

ty for the trouble, was very ill. 
iring about In light of the reports, 
irehensive Israelis were asked on 

owned Al Wednesday and Thursday, 

said. whether Syria could be ex- 

aper reas- pected to keep peace commit- 

jess of the ments with Israel. 

Is primarily Mr. Assad suffered a family 
ael's readi- tragedy on Friday when his 

elf to the eldest son Basil was killed in a 

process.” car accident in Damascus. 
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MONDAY 31 JANUARY 1994 - 8:00 P.M. 

The Roijal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

In the program are pieces by: 

Schumann, KodalyJL Strauss and others 

Tickets for JD 5 are available from: 


The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel.: 669026 

Babiche, Tel.: 661322 

Romero Restaurant, Tel.: 644227 


Philadelphia Hotel, Tel.: 607100 
Parole Restaurant, Tel.: 824677 
The National Music Conservatory, Tel.: 687620 


ARAMEX 

seeks 

Accountants 
with experience in 
Cargo Operations 
Internal Audit (pref w/ CIA) 
Budgeting 

nodn. 3 years experience 
University Graduate 
Fluent English and Arabic 
Strong communication skills 
Flexible, energetic team player 

Please send c.v. and cover letter to: 
GSO Human Resources 
P.O. Box 960913 
Amman - Jordan 

No phone calls, please. 


With a little pocket money 
from sponsors and basic wel- 
fare coverage, families work 
their way into the American 
dream. 

Mr. Grcic is on the fast 
track. Handsome and humdr- 
ous at 33, with blue eyes, a 
beautiful wife and kids who 
might be norwegians. he shat- 
ters stereotypes about the Bal- 
kans and Islam. 

“They wanted me to fight 
for some stupid idea," he said. 
“I did not want the war. We 
are innocent civilians and we 
have lost everything we had." 

His wife. Enisa, sniffed trou- 
ble early and took the boys 
over rhe river to Croatia. With- 
in days, Serbs attacked their 
town,' Breko. and sealed the 
bridge. 

“In a few davs, they killed 
5,000 people.” lie said. “They 
put the bodies into a factory’ 
that grinds up animal bones. 
They dug holes for people. All 
dav they killed. 1 was ready to 
die.” 

Mr. Grcic was lined up to be 
shot but. at last minute, a Serb 
saved him. Insread. he spent 
eight months in a concentra- 
tion camp, so starved that he 
could not stand up. For 
months, Enisa had no news. 

Eventually, he was freed in a 
prisoner exchange. 

“T feel like 1 never have been 
in that country." he said. “1 am 
lucky because I am here. First, 
I was Yugoslav. Then I was a 
Bosnian. Now I am an Amer- 
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Family in Seattle 
brings out relatives 

SEATTLE (AP) — War in Bosnia was a long way off for Betty 
Turulja until the evening news showed her own brother lying 
in a pool of blood, wounded among a pile of corpses in a 
Sarajevo bread line. 

"That was it." said Mrs. Turulja, a Bosnian refugee from an 
earlier generation. "I got on a plane, determined to bring out 
my family." 

"Her brother is still in Sarajevo, but she brought home her 
sister, another brother, a niece and a nephew, getting them 
safely through barrages of bullets and bureaucracy. 

Back in Seattle, her husband. Mohammad, got visas for his 
own nieces and nephews. Together, the Turuljas have brought 
out 14 Bosnians, all on family reunification visas. 

"So many more people are still there, desperate and dving," 
Betty said, stabbing a finger at the tattered list of official 
phone numbers she calls daily to demand action. "We must 
stop this war.” 

In March, she travelled to the Bosnia-Croatia border, where 
she befriended a group of Bosnian soldiers who smuggled her 
sister and two daughters out of Sarajevo. 

At the same time, she tracked down her brother, Resad 
Hadzimesic. 53, who had been imprisoned and tortured. His 
wife slaved in Zenica with their 3-year-old daughter to cafe 
for her blind mother. 

Now she wants to return for her other brother, Dzemil, and 
also Resad's wife and daughter. “I can’t bear thinking about 
another winter," she said. “It is unbelievable that this has to 
go on." 

Mr. Turulja, a retired clothier, brought his family to Seattle 
in 1957. The Nazis had killed his brother, and he said Serbs put 
145,000 Bosnian Muslims to death between 1941 and 1945. 

He knows there are other sides to the complex situation, but 
he thinks few Americans are paying attention for fear of seeing 
modern genocide that might force them to get involved. 

"People are saying, ‘hurry up and finish so we don't have to 
watch',” Mr. Turulja said. “But I think the whole world 
misjudged the Bosnian nation." 

The Turuljas’ 30-year-old son. Dean, nearly went to Bosnia 
to fight, but decided to stay home and stir up suppon for 
ending the war. 

“Lye seen my parents give everything to this community,” 
he said. “They’ve taken care of people, sent food and 
supplies to refugees, raised money with speeches.” 

Like his father, he decried what He called a double standard 
among most Americans who speak about human rights but do 
little to help. "They don't want to know,” he said. 
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ROADS TO SUCCESS... 

HERE ARE 58 OF THEM 

And the “road map” you need is the FREE ICS Career Kit— the same Career Kit 
we've sent to millions of men and women all over the world. It works— and it can 
work for you. 

ICS doesn’t promise you success; no legitimate educational institution does. But we 
DO promise that, If you mail this ad to us, we'll send you the Career Kit in the career 
area of your choice, without obligation, and get you started down the career road of 
your choice.. .the road that leads to success and a better life. 

Please select one number only. Although you may wish to enroll in additional ICS 
courses later on, experience has shown that there is a far better chance for success 
when the student concentrates on one career area. 
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01 Computer Programming in BASIC 
07 U.S. High School Diploma 

02 Electronics 

05 Hotel/Restaurant Management 

13 Professional Secretary 
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JABAL AMMAN 
THIRD ORCLE 
POfl : B79 
TEL : 659859 
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i the american language center 

IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS 


13 FEBRAURY, 1993 - 9 MARCH, 1994 SESSION 
- Adult, afternoon and evening English courses 
Each course is 40 contact hours. 

Levels 1 & 2 Reading and Writing 
Levels 3 & 4 Reading and Writing 
Levels 3 & 4 Listening and Speaking 
Levels 5 & 6 Reading and Writing 
Levels 5 & 6 Conversation 1 
Level 7 Reading and Writing 
l pvpIs 7 & 8 Professional Communication 


Levels 7 & 8 Professional uommunicauon 
Placement Tests: 

New students must take a placement test on January 26, 1 994. 
10:00 am to 12:00 am; 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm; 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
Please call 659-859 for more information. 
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Economy 
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U.S. economy bent, not broken, by quake and freeze 


t WASHINGTON (R) — An 
(.earthquake on the west coast 
•and frigid weather in the east 
'•brought huge sections of the 
i United States to a virtual 
-standstill last week, but it 
■■’won't bounce a healthy eco- 
nomy off course. 

-.-rWith the U.S. economy 
uoaring ahead at about a 5-6 
.'per cent annual rate late last 
‘year, a slowdown is not such a 
<bad thing. It can help prevent 
■overheating, analysts said. 
.(■•Nature's rough hand will de- 
press economic activity in 
January, robbing about half a 
percentage point or more from 
national output in the first 
quarter of 1994. they said. 

Although confident the eco- 
nomy can sustain the blow, 
'analysts are divided over its 
•longer term impacts. 

" Optimists say the winter slap 
'could turn into a spring caress. 

■ “We were looking for four 
-jier cent first-quarter growth. 
Now we would be more com- 


fortable with three per cent.” 
said Russell Sheldon, econom- 
ist at Mellon Bank. 

“By the second quarter, we 
will probably get back every- 
thing we lost, and possibly 
more," Mr. Sheldon said. 

As a warming trend chases 
away sub-zero temperatures 
which gripped Kentucky in the 
south of Maine and Minnesota, 
in the north, shoppers will re-' 
turn to deserted malls shut- 
tered factories will step up 
production to meet busy sche- 
dules and housing construction 
will surge again, he said. 

In Los Angeles, meanwhile, 
the earthquake that brought 
pans of America’s second 
largest metropolis to its knees 
will unleash a rush of new 
spending. 

“What we teamed from two 
recent hurricanes and an earth- 
quake is that in each case, the 
economy actually performs 
better” after natural disasters, 
said Brian Keyser, economist 


at Nationsbank. 

Early estimate for rebuilding 
Los Angeles put the costs at 
l&ist at S15 billion ro $20 bil- 
1 m n. That could add half a 
p« rcentage point to 1994 gross 
ck mestic product, now at three 
to four per cent, starting in the 
second quarter, Mr. Keyser 
said. 

But other analysts take a less 
optimistic view of disasters. 

“Just because we throw a 
brick through the window does 
not mean the economy will 
always pick up.” said Sung 
Won Sohn, chief economist at 
Norwesx Corp. 

The money to rebuild has to 
come from somewhere — a 
depletion of personal savings, 
less consumption in non- 
essential areas, higher govern- 
ment taxes or an erosion of 
revenues at insurance com- 
panies. 

“While we obviously get 
some stimulative effect, it does 
not mean on balance we as a 


nation will be better off in the 
long run.” Mr. Sohn said. 

He estimates that the weath- 
er will depress GDP in the 
January to March period by 0.2 
per cent with the earthquake 
stealing an additional .05 per 
cent. For the rest of the year, 
overall GDP will be slightly 
lower than previously forecast. 
Mr. Sohn said. 

Lawrence Chimerine, a New 
Jersey-based economic consul- 
tant. said many analysts are 
underestimating the economic 
impact of the rigid weather. 
Some people will halt spending 
plans altogether. 

High heating bills, for inst- 
ance, in northern states — 
where temperatures have been 
15-20 degrees below normal 
for four or five weeks — will 
hurt many people's budgets, he 
said. 

At the same time, it will take 
three or four months before 
earthquake victims get insur- 
ance checks or financial aid. 


While there probably is still 
enough steam in the economy 
right now for it is still to 
achieve 2Vz per cent to 3.0 per 
cent growth in the first quarter, 
Mr. Chimerine said the eco- 
nomy has suffered a shock. 

“TTiere is a risk that this will 
undermine or short circuit the 
economy.” he said. 

Meanwhile, President Bill 
Dinion, in a preview of his 
State of the Union address, has 
said the nation's economy has 
“turned the corner" and pre- 
dicted next year's federal de- 
ficit will fall below S1S0 billion. 

Mr. Clinton, who spent the 
weekend at Camp David pre- 
pring for his Tuesday night 
address to a joint session of 
Congress and a national televi- 
sion audience, said that after 
one year in office “wc built the 
foundation for a lasting econo- 
mic recovery." 

“The recovery is not yet 
complete.” Mr. Clinton said in 
his weekly radio address. 


“Many Americans haven't felt 
it yet, and our work can't be 
done until every American has 
the security to embrace the 
future without fear." 

“We do have a long way to 
go," Mr. Clinton said. “But 
clearly, we've turned the cor- 
ner and we're moving in the 
right direction." 

A series of recent economic 
indicators have increased 
optimism about the U.S. eco- 
nomy and helped to revive 
consumer confidence. The 
number of new homes built last 
year, for example, was the 
highest since 1989. 

"Step by step, we are reviv- 
ing our economy, renewing our 
sense of common community 
and restoring our people's con- 
fidence tht our nation can be 
strong at home and abroad and 
our government can work for 
the benefit of ordinary Amer- 
icans.” Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton said that based 
on the improving economy 


Budget Director Leon Panetta 
has revised the deficit projec- 
tion for fiscal year 1995. 

In December. Mr. Panetta 
told a White House briefing 
that his best estimate for the 
deficit in the next fiscal year 
would be in the neighbourhood 
of $190 billion. 

Mr. Clinton credited the im- 
provement to the five-jrear 
budget plan approved by Con- 
gress last year. It was designed 
to reduce the size of the federal 
deficit by $500 billion over five 
years and cut spending by $255 
billion. 

Mr. Panetta issued a state- 
ment saying the "projected de- 
ficit has been reduced by 40 
per cent" compared with the 
$300 billion estimate made be- 
fore the administration's eco- 
nomic plan was approved. 

White House aides said Mr. 
Clinton was working on his 
State of the Union address 
during his visit to Camp David 
and that economic revival 


would be a major theme. 

A recent CBS News/New 
York Times poll found that 50 
per cent of Americans felt the 
economy was fairly good or 
very good — with 67 per cent 
believing it will be very good or 
fairly by the end of Mr. Qm- 
ton’s term in office. 

In another topic of his up- 
coming address, Mr. Clinton 
said that the public “debate is 
not over whether to provide 
health security, but how and 
how quickly.” — — 

Senator William Cohen of 
Maine, in the Republican re^ 
sponse, said health care would 
likely “occupy much of Con- 
gress' time this year. 

“If we use good will and 
commitment by both parties,, 
we can produce a health care 
bill that is satisfactory to all” 
Mr. Cohen said, as long as it 
avoided business taxes, price 
controls and new widespread 
regulations. 


Clarke defends British tax rises 


LONDON 1R) — Chancellor 
toll the Exchequer Kenneth 
Cjarke. painting an upbeat pic- 
tu~re of the British economy. 
Sunday defended imminent tax 
rises and said they would have 
been much higher under the 
Opposition Labour Party. 

; With the embattled* Con- 
servation government facing a 
b'ruising week in parliament 
over tax hikes, the finance 
minister said Britain was into a 
'sustainable recovery and could 
have western Europe's 
strongest economy by the 21st 
century. 

Official figures have dented 
Conservative claims that they 
are the "low tax" party, reveal- 
ing that from the start of the 
:qext tax year in April the 
Average family will be paying 
ore tax than it did under 




Labour in 1979. 

Mr. Clarke, facing attacks 
over the imposition of tax on 
domestic fuel bills, said: "I 
have to impose whatever tax is 
necessary to get us more 
growth and more jobs... if you 
had a Labour chancellor now. 
taxes would be much much 
higher." 

In an interview with BBC 
Television, he argued that 
Labour cut taxes in 1979 as a 
failed vote-winning ploy at a 
time when the economy was 
debt-ridden and riddled* with 
inflation. 

Labour finance spokes- 
woman Harriet Harman said: 
"Never again can they say they 
are the party of low taxation. 
No one will ever trust the 
Tories (Conservatives) on tax 
again." 


She said typical families paid 
32.2 per cent of earnings in tax 
in 1978/1979 but would pay 35 
per cent from April. 

Tax rises are being brought 
in to combat a soaring deficit 
that Mr. Clarke has pledged to 
eliminate by the year 2000. 
The bad news on tax hit mil- 
lions of Britons this month 
when they were sent details of 
their tax coding for the next 
financial year. 

Mr. Clarke said Britain was 
leading the way out of reces- 
sion. 

“Any German, any French, 
any Japanese actually would 
think a chancellor talking ab- 
out two per cent growth last 
year and at least 2.5 per cent 
next year is something they are 
praying for. They are deep in 


recession." he said. 

Prime Minister John Major's 
government, recovering after 
IS tumultuous months of poli- 
cy U-rums and party mutinies 
over Europe, was then hit over 
the new year by financial and 
sex scandals that led to min- 
isterial resignations. 

Mr. Clarke conceded: “If 
you are in a hole, it takes some 
time to get to the top of it." 

The Conservatives are trail- 
ing Labour badly in opinion 
polls but clearly hope, with an 
election still three years away, 
that economic recovery will 
spell political recovery. 

Mr. Clarke said: "In the 
long term I believe that by the 
end of the decade we could 
have the strongest economy in 
western Europe.” 
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“You remind me of my mother. 
She was a woman, too!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
,s. by Hffirl Arnold and Mike Argfrfsn 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words 


WRONC 


n 




CO 

ITS 



□ 

rx: 

□ 

□ 


GON 

BEE 


_ 

L 


GELDER 


□ 

ncr 

□ 
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Land must be 
straightahead 

,1 . 

mrf/f 


WHAT THE 

SHIPW REGKEP CREW 
CALL5P THE 
PIPITS V'ISIT. 



Answers: XXXX XXl 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
lomi the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

r 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Y sterdav's 1 Jumbles: NATAL BEMOAN SEETHE 

ost y Answer Wnan the scoundrel danced with me ballerina 
it was — HEEL TO TOE 


Economists: Yemen budget 
deficit up 59% in 1993 


ADEN (R) — Cash-squeezed 
Yemen’s budget deficit rose by 
more than a half in 1993, eco- 
nomists said. 

And a political row is pre- 
venting its leaders from 
agreeing a national budget for 
the second year running, they 
added. 

The economists said govern- 
ment expenditure in 1993 total- 
led 74 billion riyals ($6.1 bil- 
lion) with revenues around 32 
billion riyak ($2.6 billion) leav- 
ing a deficit of 42 billion riyals 
($3.5 billion). 

They did not say where the 
money came from to finance 
the deficit, which was 59 per 
cent higher than the $2.2 bil- 
lion deficit Yemen announced 
in 1992. 

The figures were calculated 
at an unrealistic official rate of 
12 Yemeni riyals to the dollar. 
The free market rate is now 
some 65 riyals to the dollar. 

Prime Minister Haider Abu 
Bakr A1 Anas said the 1994 
budget should have been 


drawn up on the basis of deci- 
sions by Yemen’s cabinet 
which would give local govern- 
ments more power over their 
own affairs. 

“It was prepared otherwise 
and this is the reason why it 
still has not been approved," 
he said in an open letter pub- 
lished by the weekly Sawt AI 
Ummal. 

* Mr. Atlas' letter was re- 
plying to charges by President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh that the 
prime minister was to blame 
for failing to present the 
budget. 

Decentralisation was one of 
the main features of a national 
accord reached last week by 
various political parties aimed 
at ending a crisis that has 
threatened to split Yemen in 
two. 

Under the constitution, the 
fiscal year in Yemen starts on 
Jan. 1, and the budget should 
be referred by the cabinet to 
parliament for approval at 
least two months before then. 


Raytheon plans Kuwait energy project 


KUWAIT (R) — U.S. firm 
Raytheon Co. Sunday signed a 
$98.2 million offset memoran- 
dum of agreement with Kuwait 
on its sale of Patriot air de- 
fence missiles and said it plan- 
ned a major investment in the 
emirate's energy sector. 

The agreement is the third 
and largest under the emirate's 
fledgling offset programme 
aimed at diversifying the eco- 
nomy away from reliance on 
oil, its one natural resource. 

Raytheon planned to help 
design and build an energy- 
related facility that would be 
worth “many times" the offset 
obligation and take 3 - l /i years 
to complete. Thomas Peter- 


son. Raytheon's manager, in- 
ternational' development. Pat- 
riot programmes, said. 

The facility would manufac- 
ture "a totally new product 
from Kuwait” and would trans- 
fer technology to the emirate, 
he said. 

He said in an interview the 
proposed joint venture was not 
in the petrochemical field and 
not part of Kuwaiti privatisa- 
tion "at this point in time" but 
declined to describe it in detail. 

“Obviously we are looking 
at areas where we can rake 
what Kuwait is known for. its 
energy, and use it for value 
added projects, not just for 


Lebanon’s Hariri seeks 
British cash in rebuilding 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon's 
billionaire Prime Minister 
Rafik AI Hariri arrived in Lon- 
don Sunday for a four-day visit 
to focus on possible British 
involvement in Lebanon's $10 
billion postwar reconstruction 
drive. 

Mr. Hariri- flew to London 
aboard his private jet accomr v 
pariied by top hanking ’and-, 
security officials and his de- 
fence. finance and interior 
ministers. 

A British diplomat in Beirut 
said the visit would give Mr. 
Hariri a chance to promote 
Lebanon in Britain and put at 
rest any concept that Lebanon 
was still a war-torn country. 

Mr. Hariri will meet Bank of 
England Governor Eddie 
George and representatives of 
financial institutions in the city 
and have talks with Prime 
Minister John Major and Fore- 
ign Secretary Douglas Hurd. 

Relations between Britain 
and Lebanon have developed 
steadily with a series of min- 
isterial visits since the 1975-91) 
civil war. Trade reached £IM> 
million (S23.S million) last year. 

Mr. Hariri, a billionaire 


businessman, has launched a 
$10 billion postwar reconstruc- 
tion programme and set Leba- 
non on the road to economic 
recovery since taking office in 
October 1992. 

He and central bank Gov- 
ernor Riad Sulameh and Fi- 
nance Minister Fuad Siniora. 
who accompany him. are scck- 
: ing British.fi iranciaL know-how 
to help develop the Beirut 
financial markets that reigned 
supreme in the Middle East 
before the civil war. 

They will also be looking for 
ways that British banks can 
help Lebanon’s banking sector 
modernise and play an increas- 
ing role in reconstruction. 
Lebanese officials say. 

British companies arc eying 
some of the dozeas of contracts 
on offer in Lebanon and Mr. 
Hariri has set aside the last 
morning of his visit for meet- 
ings with them. 

U.K. companies interested 
in Lebanese projects include 
Trafalgar House for a new 
Beirut airport. Taylor Wood- 
row for a sports city and Luings 
for a 3f>0-bcd Beirut general 
hospital. 
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crude resource production," 
he said. 

Finance ministry under- 
secretary Abdul Mohsen AI 
Hunaif. who signed the accord 
with Mr. Peterson, said he 
hoped it would be the start of 
“real business" between 
Kuwait and Raytheon. 

Under offset rules intro- 
duced since the 1991 Gulf war 
foreign firms winning sales 
contracts worth one million di- 
nars (S3.3 million) or more 
must reinvest 30 per cent of the 
contract value in a project of 
their choice. 

Patriot maker Raytheon is 
supplying Kuwait with five fir- 
ing units and several hundred 
missiles. 

The Patriot was designed to 
be an anti-aircraft missile but 
became a star of the Gulf war 


when the U.S. military said 
Patriots were* shooting down 
Iraqi Scud missiles. 

“As the defence industry 
starts to shrink obviously com- 
panies like Raytheon are look- 
ing for ways to expand their 
business in other areas. 
Kuwait's offset programme 
helps us do that, whereas offset 
in some other countries is de- 
signed merely to enable them 
to copy what we do,” Mr. 
Peterson said. 

He said the project would 
not be outside Raytheon's core 
area of expertise because it was 
now the second largest en- 
gineering company in the Un- 
ited States in terms of sales. 

He noted Raytheon’s sub- 
sidiary firms had built oil re- 
fineries and power plants else- 
where in the world. 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY JANUARY 24, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Make new acquaintances who 
can help enrich your life in new 
ways and attend that group meet- 
ing which your not sure is worth- 
while. Think constructively and 
avoid anyone who is a waste of 
time. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) It 
would be very wise to get out to 
new places with good comrades 
where you can raise your level of 
consciousness as well as garner 
new information. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is a good day to contact one 
who is familiar with your prob- 
lematical affairs and get expert 
advice how best to solve them. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
By having long talks with associ- 
ates at this time you will be able 
to settle matters of policy and 
plan more profitable ways of 
operating. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 io 
J uly 21) Be sure you impress on 
fellow associates that you are a 
hard worker and that you have 
for more practical sense than 
they realise. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Show your devotion to associates 
throughout the day by doing 
what is expected of you and 
giving a pat on the back where 
deserved by them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Be very practical in the 
handling of all business or per- 
sonal affairs so that associates 


and close ties will be pleased with 
the progress made. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Begin new week properly 
by improving appearance and 
then having conferences with im- 
portant people who can be of 
assistance in affairs vital to your 
well being. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Excellent oppor- 
tunities come your way today so 
that you can get all of your affaire 
on a more practical footing and 
thereby increase security, which 
pleases family as well. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A good day to 
go after personal goals and to 
confide in friends what your 
ambitions are so they can assist 
you to achieve your desired suc- 
cess. 

CAPRI tORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) It is important to 
garner the information you re- 
quire at this time that will show 
you why your profits are not 
what they should be. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Look to that ethical 
and successful friend for the 
ideas you need to get ahead 
yoursdf. Be sure you attend 
group affairs that are important; 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is an ideal day to take 
steps to realise some big aims 
you have been considering. Con- 
tact influential people who can 
assist your project. 


THE Daily Crossword bv 


Florence C. Adler 


ACROSS 
1 Tapered tuck 
5 Short burst of 
activity 

10 Woe la me 1 
ia Charles Lamb 
T5 Kitchen gadget 
IB Film 
17 Worfc of no 
value 

19 Memory 

20 Vietnamese 
Hobday 

21 To — (perfectly) 

22 Inebriated 
2* Echidna food 

25 Glacial term 

26 Equality 
29 Treacle 

32 Sfur over 

33 Mahjong piece 
3* Actor Linden 

35 Adore 

36 City at Hgftts 

37 Completely 
infatuated 

36 Digit 
39 Removed 
ruthlessly 
<0 Insertion mar* 
*1 Raced 
“ v«y ttan 
45 Sharpened 

*6 Certain 
*7 Mangle 
*9 Chinese society 
50 Wreath 
53 Hindu garment 
5* English author 
composer 

57 — boy 1 

58 Moslem deity 

59 Sinful 

60 Observed 
81 Suspicious 
62 G*n»ay 

Down 

1 Money owed 
f African plant 
3 Brouhaha 
f Make leather 

5 Uneven 

6 Cans 

7 impel 

6 lOhsmair anhr 

8 Brjdg* supports 



"rusass, 5 — - 


10 From one ikfa 

to the other 

11 Unreasonably 
large portion 

12 Before: prof. 

13 Sow 

18 Italian poet 
23 Done — turn 
2< Assistant 
25 Substantial 

28 Hides 

27 Knock for — 

2| Hippopotamus 

29 Stuck in the mud 

30 — beaver 

31 Bluish-gray 
33 Burdened * 

38 Fatherly 
37 Yavm 

40 Freight 
« Canain Greek 

43 Wind dr. 

44 Dazed 
48 — system 
47 Fertility 

4alSS25 


YwtanliYt Pnato Solved 


non 

nSHP nnnn 

H nnri nnnn 
nnrannnnnn 
EPifinn nnn 

mnn 

fjggg nnnn nnnn 
ncnnnnin mraronin 

niniinn 

HSHHS nnani nnn 

nnRH 0 nnr >n nnn 
ranmra irimnn nnn 


49 Far. prat, 

50 Bathe 

51 Ireland 


52 Inacasi 
55 Cheer 
58 Mary 
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ft* Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 17 - January 21, 1994) 

^ AMMAN — The dollar appreciated modestly against ihe yen at the 

end ol’ last week, while stabilising against the other major currencies. 
It ended 0.5S per cent higher against the sen. <1.-2 per eent higher 
ngninst the mark and «M»5 per cent higher against sterling. 

1 H The U.S. unit rose iimdcsiK against the murk and yen Monday, 

ft while remaining stable against sterling. The dollar appreciated against 

Uj. the mark on news ihat Russia's lirst deputv premier and chief 

a | cs reformist. Yegor Gaidar, refused an oiler in a post in a new 

. government. Mr. Gaidar cited the lack ol guarantees to the cuntinua- 

^ lion bf his market reforms as the reason lor his resignation. The 

11 * resignation prompted negative speculation over Russia's economic 

e '* future and its capability u> repay its loans, especially to Germany. 

Thus, many market participants exchanged marks tor dollars, causing 
_ the dollar to appreciate versus the mark, in addition, the dollar rose 

. after the U.S. vkv president announced that the U.S. economy is 

| growing as much at » pace ol six per cent annually. On the other hand. 

. the dollar appreciated against the yen. despite negative remarks from 

i U.S. administration officials concerning the U.S. -Japan trade talks. 

, The U.S. unit fell modestly against other major currencies Tuesday. 

The dollar was affected negatively against the German currency by an 
' announcement that came lr»m the chief or the Swiss National Bank. 

He was reported as saying that the hank will resist any Kills for 
lowering interest rates in order to stimulate the economy, its this might 
l0- cause inflation to rise. The announcement caused many market 

^ participants to take up long positions on ihe Swiss franc which affected 

10(1 the tlolktr negatively. On ihe other bapd. the dollar r.eireaied against 

n- the yen oh renewed speculation that the U.S. administration might 

push for a stronger yen. in order to decrease its trade deficit with 
w <( Japan: speculation which* unthered steam alter the U.S. treasuty. 

( secretary indicated that the U.S. -Japan trade talks arc moving slowly, 

to i Meanwhile, dealers awaited the release of the U.S. merchandise trade ■ 

af. ' data on Wednesday. The data was expected to show an increase in the 

so ! trade deflcii to Slli.55 billion in November, compared to $111.5 billion 

jis in October. 

nd ( On Wednesday, however, the dollar appreciated sharply against the 

id yen. while stabilising against the mark and sterling. The dollar was 

affected positively on news that the L’.S. treasury secretary will meet 
„ i Japan’s prime minister and finance minister next week. The proposed 

~ I meeting contributed to the belief that trade tensions betw-ecn the two 

10 I countries might he resolved, thus reducing calls from the U.S. 

10 1 administration for a stronger yen. 

I" I In addition, the U.S. unit rose against the yen after the Ginton 

w Administration removed threats of trade sanctions against Japan, after 

^ ! Japan opened iis $2(1 billion construction market to foreign competi-. 

I uon .. Furthermore . the release nl positive U.S. merchandise trade data 

ip enhanced the dollar's exchange rate against the yen. The data 

to indicated a decline in the trade deficit to Sid. 17 billion in November. 

f compared to a $10.40 billion deficit in October Meanwhile, the trade 

>* deficit with Japan Fell to $5.72 billion, from Sh.lN billion during the 

ot same period. On the other hand, the U.S. unit stabilised against the 

mark amid conflicting expectations over the possibility or a Bundcv 
bank monetary ease, during its scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
j -- The U.S. unit witnessed a relapse ITuirsday. The dollar retreated 

l, against the mark and most European currencies after the Bundesbank 

"j council decided to keep its monetary policy unchanged. The dollar 

also retreated against the yen after the Japanese prime minister lost a 
kev vote on rclnrm. The vote sparked negative sentiment concerning 
!1 ' the capability of Japan's government to give trade concessions to the 

di U.S. This in turn renewed speculation that the U.S. administration' 

Li might call for a stronger yen. The U.S. unit, thus closed sharply lower 

« -at 1 .757b marks and 1 11.4 1 yen. while sterling ended it al l.-WKN 

fl' . dollars. 

m On Friday, however, the dollar appreciated sharply against the 

! mark on short covering. In addition, the German currency was 

— J negatively affected by continued speculation that the Bundesbank 

should case its monetary policy soon. On the other hand, after 
^ retreating to reach IIN.7'5 yen during trading hours on Friday, the 

'*5 dollar rebounded in New York to close around its level the previous 

day. The dollar's temporary decline against the yen was due to the 
release of Japan's trade data. 'Hie data indicated a trade surplu s of 
J $12.45 billion in December, compared to $ 1 1.2*1 billion in the same 

month the previous vear. Meanwhile. Japan's trade surplus with the 
U.S. increased ro S5.55S billion, compared to U .?'4< during the same 
i period. The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.7542 marks and 

; Hi. Ml ven. while sterling ended u at SI.4H27. 
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U AE curbs forcing foreign banks to raise capital 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Credit 
restrictions recently enforced 
by the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) to avert a fresh crisis 
are forcing foreign banks to 
raise their capital to retain 
their share in the lucrative 
marker. 

The Bank of Cairo said it 
was boosting the capital of its 
four branches in the oil-rich 
Gulf country to 100 million 
dirhams ($27.2 million) from 
40 million dirhams (£10.89 mil- 
lion). 

“The decision to increase 
the capital is in line with recent 
central bank instructions of 
credits though we have not 
been asked to do so,” the Bank 
of Cairo's chairman. Moham- 
mad Abu Al Fath, told local 
reporters. 

“Such an increase will en- 
able our bank to largely boost 
credit activity in the UAE in 
1994. We have also requested 
the opening of two new bran- 
ches," he said. 

Bankers said other foreign 
banks in the UAE were ex- 


pected to follow suit to face a 
surge in business, mainly in 
trade and construction. 

I Most of the UAE's 28 fore- 
ign banks depend heavily on 
Tinancing trade and construc- 
tion as their investments in the 
region are negligible and other 
sectors have remained relative- 
ly small. 

According to the central 
bank, credits to trade by the 28 
foreign banks and 19 local un- 
its totalled 24.7 billion dirhams 
(£6.73 billion) by the end of 
June last year, accounting for 
nearly a third of the total 


domestic credits of 69 billion 
dirhams (S18.8 billion). 

The construction sector was 
the second biggest benefiriaiy. 
receiving 13.5 billion dirhams 
($3.6 billion), nearly a fifth of 
the total. 

The UAE's non-oil trade 
peaked at 89 billion dirhams 
($24.2 billion) in 1992 com- 
pared with 73 billion* dirhams 
($19.9 billion) in 1991. The 
figure is expecrecL to increase 
further in 1993 as jtrade in the 
country's main commercial 
centre of Dubai is projected to 
hit a record 65 billion dirhams 


($17.7 billion). 

'*1 expect other foreign 
banks in the UAE to boost 
their capital as the new credit 
rules will make it difficult for 
them to cope with an upturn in 
construction and trade given 
their small capital." a local 
banker said. 

The new lending rules, 
which were announced in 1993 
and enforced last week, set a 
ceiling of seven per cent of the 
bank's capital on credits for an 
individual or a single private 
institution and 25 per cent for a 
single public institution. Banks 
were also told their total credit 


exposure must not exceed 500 
per cent of their capital. 

Buy yielding to pressure 
from foreign banks', the central 
bank last month relaxed the 
rules by exempting letters of 
credits and letters of guaran- 
tees. 

A central bank report 
showed the capital of foreign 
banks stood at 3.2 billion 
dirhams ($871 million) much 
lower than the capital of 
national banks of 13.4 billion 
dirhams ($3.65 billion). 

Credits extended by foreign 
banks have totalled 17.8 billion 
dirhams ($4.8 billion) by the 


end oF June, the report said. 

Several local and foreign 
banks have raised their capital 
over the past three years under 
central bank instructions to 
bring them in line with stan- 
dards set by the Bank for 
International Settlement (BIS) 
on adequacy, the ratio be- 
tween shareholders equities 
and assets. 

“The central bank has de- 
rided that ail bank operating in 
the UAE must keep, at all 
rimes, a capital of at least . ID 
per cent of their assets, which 
is higher than the BIS require- 
ment," the central bank said. 


Iran’s 5-year plan sees $64b oil revenue 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Oil 
Minister Gholamrezn 
Aqazadeh has said his coun- 
try’s draft five-year plan envis- 
aged £64 billion of oil revenue 
through March 20. 1999. Ira- 
nian television reported. 

He said the ficure was based 


on oil prices of SI4 a barrel in 
the early years of ihe plan and 
rising to $!6. 

The report did say if Mr. 
Aqazadeh wanted the target 
revised in view of the depress- 
ed prices of oil. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said raising 


fuel prices was necessary to 
provide the local funds needed 
for the oil ministry's develop- 
ment projects. 

The draft five-year plan en- 
visages gradual lifting of sub- 
sidies. a policy' which has met 
some criticism in parliament 


from deputies worried about 
its social impact. 

Npx! year's draft budget au- 
thorises fuel price rises includ- 
ing 140 per cent for petrol. 

The television said annual 
fuel subsidies paid by the gov- 
ernment totalled 11 trillion 


riyals i $t».3 billion). 

International oil prices fell 
30 per cent in 1993. Iranian 
officials said last month that 
Iran was receiving $11 for each 
barrel of crude instead of the 
$17 on which its budget for the 
current Iranian year ending 
March 20 was based. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AIR PREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .tickets 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/8106091810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Simply. The Best J"®, 

Value In Amman Jabal Amman 

2nd Circle 


' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight . 


Every night with live music 
"And vciu enn dance too !!! " 
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INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FjTOM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWE1BDEN 
AMMAN -JORDAN 
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L-trsch & Dinner 

; days a wees 
Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
W Shmeisani-Near Babish 
Amman-Jordan 
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Fully Serviced Flats 
In Grand hotel style * 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
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Enapt Sunday Fmim JXI PJI to3J0 AJi 

Tuesday Closed 

Td: 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle Bait Hotel - Shmchani 
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' • - Authentic 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 
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. Authentic 
\ Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
Prepend by our 

Open daily tor 
lunch & dinner 
. Tike mj xniees 
ft Jabai A! Hussein 
iC- MWs&y ol Trade 
* & Industrial fld. 

rant fir«wa*4 


SZECHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 
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Take away is available 

Star AMrab Street 
Um Utharnah Commercial Ceram 

Tel.: 861174 
Once lusted Always La/ed 




One visft will make yon 
a steady , we befievdl! 


LARA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken. 
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Qostaurant & Tapes 

Jz 

Jebel Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. 61- 50 61 
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The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Tnfc» ewy to mniHeMe 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tet. 638968 




Daily Lunch 



Parole ; 


Abdoun. -Jordan Supcnr.arkci 'BLDG, 
dne door . Td: 824677 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available - 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd drde 


7el:6595l9 659520 


AV/S 



ST 699-420 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

stem 30% iaurgaur 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 
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Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23808 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Si 5{estauront Witfi 
Sbi SirtisUc MiSiance 


Valentino 

■restaurant 

JABAL AMMAN FWSTOTCLE 
QPrasrre 1H£ IRAQI EHBASSV TEL 6S<Sfts 
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TEL S27G82 - 8] 5071 
827736 - 820236 



KLM EXOTIC (ll» 

AMSTERDAM 

KLM TICKET & 7 DAYS IN 
5 STAR DELUXE HOTELS FOR JD 700 

CALL fflSRAM BNTERNATIONAL TOURS Tel. 698180 7^98181 
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World News 


Bosnian Muslims appeal for air 


strikes after 6 children killed 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Muslims appealed Sunday fur 
NATO air strike** against Sorb 
gunners besieging Sarajevo, 
asking what more must be 
done to spur military interven- 
tion after six children were 
kitted by mortar tire. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic said Saturday's 
attack only a few hundred 
metres from U.N. peacekeep- 
ing Force Headquarters in a 
city designated a U.N. "safe 
area" was another Serb snub i«- 
a passive outside world. 

“This act humiliates the in- 
ternational community and the 
dignity of the United Nations 
and makes efforts to reach 
peace (at Geneva talksl 
absurd." Mr. Silajdcie wrote in 
a letter to U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghaii. 

“We ask you to request the 
bombardment of Serb posi- 
tions around Sarajevo accord- 
ing to U.N. and NATO resolu- 
tions. What more must happen 
before U.N. resolutions (to 
protect six Serb-besieged en- 
claves in Bosnia) be im- 
plemented?" he asked. 

The letter was also sent to 
NATO Secretary -General 
Manfred Woerner. to Greece 
as the current president of 
European Union and tit peace 
mediators Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg. 

There has been little sii*n 


that the international commun- 
ity is prepared to step up the 
Bosnian conflict hv launching 
air strikes. Western nations 
have in recent days been talk- 
ing more about pulling their 
forces out. 

Six children were killed and 
three seriously wounded Satur- 
day as two mortar bombs slam- 
med into their sleigh run in a 
hilly residential district one 
kilometre from Serb lines. 


A senior Vatican source has 
said the Holy See would sup- 
port “precise, proportionate 
and perhaps demonstrative" 
military action in c.\- 
Yugoslavia to stop aggression 
if all else failed. 


A U.N. relief spokesman- 
said two brothers who suffered 
severe leg wounds in the attack 
would he airlifted abroad for 
urgent medical care Monday. 

"It is feared that they could 
lose the legs if they are not 
evacuated." Kris Janowski. 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees "in 
Sarajevo, told Reuters. 

He identified the boys as 
Elvir Ahmethodzic. 14. and his 
brother Admir. 12. 

At the Vatican. Pope John 
Paul, in a speech on the Ro- 
man Catholic Church's Inter- 
national Day of Prayer for 
Bosnia, edged towards support 
of military intervention to stop 
the bloodshed. 


The United Nations, mean- 
while. reported that aggression 
of one kind or another was 
continuing on the battle fronts. 

In Muslim-controlled 
Sarajevo, a total of seven peo- 
ple were confirmed killed and 
seven wounded by random 
shelling and sniping in the past 
24 hours while one person was 
killed by Bosnian army fire on 
the Serb side. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Colonel Bill Aikman said 
heavy fighting flared anew in 
Vitez. central Bosnia, where 
Croats are fighting Muslims. 

British O.N. soldiers 
observed a helicopter, believed 
to be Croat, flying into the 
Vitez area and hovering over a 
quarry in an apparent supply 
run to Croat troops. Col. Aik- 
man said. 


“Appropriate authorities 
have the responsibility to try 
everything humanly possible to 
disarm the aggressor and cre- 
ate conditions for a just and 
lasting peace." he said. 


Such flights are forbidden 
under the NATO no-fly zone 
over Bosnia. 

Col. Aikman said Bosnian 
Croat forces hit the Muslim- 
controlled part of Gnrnji 
Vakuf and the Muslim- 
controlled town of Kakanj with 
rockets fired from multi- 


barrelled launchers. 

"This was very unusual.** 
Col. Aikman said, referring to 
the weaponry. At least one 
civilian was killed and 1(1 were 
wounded in the Kakanj bar- 
rage, he said. 

Serb forces continued bat- 
tering northeastern govern- 
ment enclaves with artillery 
but did not advance on the 
ground. 

Olovo. straddling a vital cor- 
ridor to the virtually besieged 
government industrial bastion 
of Tuzla. was hit by 1 Id artil- 
lery rounds while Gradacac 
took 29 rounds. Celie 50 and 
Dastanskn 23. Col. Aikman 
said. 

In the southwest. Croat 
forces were stepping up their 
artillery siege of the Muslim 
quarter of Most nr. blasting it 
with 63 shells and drawing 12 
rounds of return fire. 

In the breakaway Krajina 
region of Croatia. Serb*, voted 
Sunday in a run-off presiden- 
tial election whose importance 
has been heightened by a re- 
cent rapprochement pact be- 
tween Belgrade and Zagreb. 

Milan Manic, who is hacked 
by Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, is running against 
Milan Babic. a former presi- 
dent of the self-prodaimed Re- 
public of Serb Krajina who was 
ousted in 1992 by Mr. 
Milosevic. 


Rain threatens more misery for quake victims 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Rain 
threatened to bring more mis- 
ery Sunday to thousands of 
eanhquake victims living in 
cars, tents and makeshift 
camps while authorities prom- 
ised to streamline the way dis- 
aster "elief is delivered. 

Fore - \s said the region 
could re**;.w» up to an inch of 
rain, making conditions cold 
and damp for people who have 
b*e.. living outside since Mon- 
day's pre-dawn earthquake 
that measured 6.6 on the open- 
ended Richter Scale. 

National Guard troops 
toiled at top speed to erect 
military-style tents at six loca- 
tions where quake victims were 
living without adequate provi- 


sions or sanitation. 

The quake killed at least 55 
people and caused up to $30 
billion in damage. It also left 
25,000 people homeless and 
threw thousands out of work as 
commercial buildings col- 
lapsed, forcing businesses to 
close. The quake also injured 
more than 7,800 people, 1,300 
of them seriously. 

Officials estimated it would 
take up to a year to repair 
buckled freeways, the econo- 
mic lifeline of the region. 

The tents going up are 
equipped with army field kitch- 
ens, as well as toilets, showers 
and electricity, cots and sleep- 
ing bags were also provided. 

Getting out of the makeshift 


tents that offer little or no 
protection is the first step to- 
ward regaining normal lives, 
said Housing Secretary Henry 
Cisneros. 

“It's a way to plug the search 
for permanent housing. Out 
here in the park by themselves 
no one's going to come look 
for them,” Ms. Cisneros said. 
The new tents were expected 
to be able to bouse up to 
14,000 people. 

The problem, officials said, 
was that many victims refused 
to go to Red cross shelters that 
were opened immediately, 
fearing that the roofs might 
cave in on them. In some 
cases, illegal immigrants were 
reluctant to register with the 


Red Cross because they were 
afraid of being deported. 

“These are people who are 
frightened and we are not 
going to force them (into the 
shelters) at bayonet point,” 
Governor Pete Wilson told 
Cable News Network. 

National Guard officers said 
they were told to be prepared 
to maintain the camps for up to 
two weeks, but some local 
politicians worried the tent 
cities might be around far lon- 
ger and drive away business. 

At disaster relief centres set 
up by the Federal Emergency 


Management Agency 


(FEMA), which coordinates 
relief efforts, victims continued 
to sign op for help. 


Bush blames Clinton aides for foreign policy failures 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — One 
ear out of office. -George 
ush says President Bill Clin- 


B 


ton's top foreign policy aides 
— more lhan Mr. Clinton him- 


self — are to blame for U.S. 
setbacks in Somalia. Haiti and 
Bosnia. 

While he only mildly criti- 
cised Mr. Clinton. Mr. Bush 
lambasted some of his former 
Democratic opponents in Con- 
gress. particularly Senate 
majority leader George Mitch- 
ell of Maine and House major- 
ity leader Richard Gephardt of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Bush said he's not ready 
to start writing his memoirs, is 
working with his wife. Bar- 
bara. on health care issues, and 
has concluded that he lost the 
1992 erection mainly because. 
“I just wasn't a good enough 
communicator." 

He complained of media- 
created "myths" that gave vo- 
ters a mistaken impression that 
he was out of touch with main- 
stream America. And he said 
he was surprised to discover 
after moving to Houston that 
"I don't miss the politics a bit." 

Mr. Bush said it was too 


early to grade Clinton's overall 
performance on foreign policy. 
But he said the president's 
aides were mostly to blame for 
an ill-disciplined, "start-and- 
stop” approach that was harm- 
ing America's standing in the 
world. 


terviewed Mr. Bush a short 
time later on Mr. Aspin. 


"They're good people gener- 
ally. but there doesn't seem to 
be any structure to their poli- 
cy." Mr. Bush said in the 
interview with Washingtonian 
magazine. 

"I think President Clinton 
tries to do too much all by 
himself, but he needs first-class 
support" from his National 
Security Council and at the 
State and Defence Depart- 
ments. he said. 

Mr. Bush didn't mention any 
Clinton aides by name but he 
suggested outgoing Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin was 
amone the weak links. 


Mr. Bush said his thyroid 
and rapid-heartbeat problems 
were under control and that his 
main interest soon will be 
teaching and holding seminars 
— possibly with the participa- 
tion of world leaders — at the 
George Bush School of Public 
Service at Tax as A And M. 

In a detailed review of major 
foreign policy problems con- 
fronting the Clinton adminis- 
tration. Mr. Bush was most 
critical of the approach to Haiti 
and Bosnia. 

Recalling the administra- 
tion's decision last Oct. 12 to 
withdraw a navy troop landing 
ship from Haiti after a small 
band of armed thugs 
threatened to resist it. Mr. 
Bush said the incident was 
“devastating, sent a horrible 
signal." to the world. 


ing on the dock.” 

Mr. Bush credited Mr. Clin- 
ton with deft handling of rela- 
tions with Russia but said that 
on Bosnia he exhibited a 
“start-and-stop pattern" of 
first threatening to use force to 
end the fighting and then back- 
ing away when European allies 
balked. 


"They backed away from 
their bluster, but not without 
sending the unfortunate im- 
pression of a weak and incon- 
sistent U.S. leadership to the 
world." he said. 

Mr. Bush aimed his harshest 
comments at Mitchell, the Sen- 
ate Democratic leader. 

“Mitchell's purpose, his 
goal, was simply to bring my 
presidency down, and to some 
degree he deserves credit for 
that." Mr. Bush said. 


The interview was con- 
ducted by Victor Gold, a- 
friend and former Bush 
speechwriier. on Dec. 13. 
three days before Mr. Aspin 
announced his plan to resign. 
Mr. Gold said he briefly rein- 


"When you send a U.S. ship 
loaded with military personnel 
to go ashore, you don't say. 
"they're going ashore.' unless 
you mean it." Mr. Bush said. 
"And you don't get turned 
back by a group of thugs stand- 


Mr. Bush praised House 
Speaker Thomas Foley. D- 
Wash.. for being partisan "in 
the best sense of the word.” 
but said Mr. Gephardt gave a 
"biting, personal edge" to his 
political attacks and. like Sen. 
Mitchell, was unwilling to 
work with Republicans. 


Brush fire kills 26 


Argentine firefighters 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Twenty-six firefighters, most 
of them teenaged apprentices, 
died trapped in a ring of flames 
while fighting a brush fire in 
Patagonia Saturday, Argentine 
officials said. 

At least 17 of the dead were 
youths between 12 and 17 
years old training with the all- 
volunteer local fire brigade, 
police told reporters in Puerto 
Madryn, 1,400 kilometres 
south of Buenos Aires. Three 
of the victims were women. 

Colleagues said the victims 
had suddenly found themselves 


trapped inside a tightening ring 
of flame 


lames when the high winds, 
typical of Patagonia shifted. 

“There was this gust of wind 
and the fire encircled the 
group.' 1 the deputy head of the 
fire brigade told a radio inter- 
viewer. “We found their 
shovels first, then their helmets 
— and then we started finding 
their bodies.” 

The head of the fire brigade 
was dismissed on the spot for 


sending an inexperienced 
group into a danger area, DYN 
news agency reported. 

The fight to contain the fire 
was complicated by lack of 
aerial guidance. Mechanical 
problems grounded the only 
helicopter nearby, Chubut pro- 
vince Governor Carlos Maes- 
tro told reporters. _ 

Maestro decreed three days* 
official mourning in Chubut 
province and called in heavy 
earth-moving equipment from 
nearby areas to attack the fire 
head-on from Sunday morn- 
ing. 

“We’re all completely devas- 
tated,” he told a local radio, 
station. 


Local media said the fire had 
so far ravaged some 2,500 
acres (1,000 hectares) of land 
around Puerto Madryn, a town 
on the Atlantic near the Valdes 
peninsula — one of the world’s 
prime havens for sea lions and 
one of Argentina's top tourist 
spots. 


Officials piece together 
data on Indonesia quake 


TERN ATE, Indonesia (R) — 
Hundreds of homes, offices 
and churches were destroyed 
and at least 1,000 people were 
evacuated in Friday’s Moluc- 
can eanhquake, officials said 
Sunday, raising fears of a 
possible high death toll. 

But poor communications 
meant that more than 48 hours 
after the quake, the extent of 
destruction remained unclear. 

Officials dose to the affected 
areas put the death toll at two 
from the quake on the remote 
Moluccan Island of Hal-, 
m ah era. with dozens of people 
injured. Other accounts said 
eight people had died. 

But the information on fal- 


len buildings and evacuations 
reaching officials in this island 
town off the coast of HaJ- 
mahera suggested the figure 
could be much higher. 


“I think it was very bad. 
Some people don't want to 
give the true figures or maybe 
they just don’t know," an offi- 
cial in Man ado, on the island 
of Sulawesi and 280 west of 
Halmahera, told Reuters. 


"The quake, measuring 6.8 
on the open-ended Richter 
Stale, was followed by 183 
aftershocks, some measuring 
4.5 offidals in Manado said 
there were fears of a tidal wave 
or a volcanic eruption. 


Dole holds out carrot 


and stick on health care 


WASHINGTON (R) — Sen- 
ate Republican leader Bob 
Dole held out a carrot and a 
stick on health care reform 
Saturday, appealing to Repub- 
licans to come together on a 
single plan while threatening to 
block the Democrats if they 
refuse to compromise. 

The sharp-tongued Republi- 
can leader, in a speech to party 
leaders, also warned that (he 
Democrats would "suffer the 
consequences" if they persist 
in blocking congressional hear- 
ings on President Bill Clinton's 
While water financial dealings. 

"If the Democrats don't 
want to have a hearing, they're 
going to have to suffer the 
consequences." Sen. Dole 
said. 

Attorney General Janet 
Reno Thursday appointed an 
independent counsel. Robert 
Fiske. to investigate the presi- 
dent's dealings in the failed 
Whitewater real estate firm 
while he was Arkansas gov- 
ernor. The president had reluc- 
tantly agreed to the appoint- 
ment. 

But Democratic leaders in 
the House and Senate rejected 
pleas by Sen. Dole and other 
Republicans for separate con- 
gressional hearings on 
Whitewater after Congress re- 
convenes next week following 
a long holiday recess. 

Asked later to explain what 
"consequences" he was refer- 


ring to. Sen. Dole told repor- 
ters he simply meant that his 
party would be informing vo- 
ters during the fail elections 
campaign about what the 
Democrats had done. 

Sen. Dole spoke on the final 
day of a three-day party meet- 
ing planning campaign strategy 
for the 1994 elections. Up for 
grabs on Nov. 8 will be all 435 
House seats. 34 of 10U Senate 
seats and 36 of state gov- 
ernorships. 


Party leaders attending the 
meeting here have expressed 
cautious optimism that the Re- 
publicans will make healthy 
gains in both the House and 
Senate in November, and 
many said they hold out a 
slim hope they can win 
enough seats in the Senate to 
take control of the chamber. 

Sen. Dole, who would be- 
come majority leader if Re- 
publicans gain seven or more 
Senate seats and who is con- 
sidering running for president 
in 1996. said Republicans were 
in a good position in the Senate 
this year although they are in 
the minority. 


“As long as 41 Republicans 
stick together, they fthe 
Democrats) can't pass legisla- 
tion." he said. Forty-four of 
the 1(X) senators arc Republi- 
cans. but under Senate rules 
just 41 lawmakers can block 
Senate action. 


Spielberg gets Golden Globes for Schindler’s List 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Steven Spielberg won the rec- 
ognition for his work that has 
so long eluded him when he 
received the Hollywood Fore- 
ign Press Association's 51st 
annual Golden Globe Award 
for best director. 

Schindler's List, a Universal 
Pictures epic in black and 


white telling the true story of a 
German industrialist who 
saved thousands of Jews from death 
in Nazi concentration camps, 
garnered him the honour 
where hits like Jurassic Park. 
Star Wars and ET failed. It 
also was named best dramatic 
movie and best screenplay, 
written bv Steven Zaillian. 



Despite being the most com- 
mercially successful director in 
Hollywood's history. Spielberg 
has yet to win the coveted 
Academy of Morion Picture of 
Arts and Sciences Oscar. 

The Globes have gained 
attention in recent years, serv- 
ing as a harbinger for the 
Oscars, the industry's most 
prized awards, which arc due 
to be presented on March 21. 

"As the Globes gain respect 
and become better known to 
the cinema-going public, they 
are becoming more and more 
financially important." said 
one studio executive recently. 

The star-packed audience at 
Los Angeles' Beverly Hilton 
Hotel included Spielberg. Tom 
Hanks. Robin Williams. Wino- 
na Ryder. Emma Thompson.' 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Anthony 
Hopkins. 

Holly Hunter won Best 
Dramatic Actress for her part 
us a deaf mute in The Piano, a 
touching, offbeat love story set 
in 19th-century New Zealand, 
while Tom Hanks was named 
Best Actor for Philadelphia, 
which dramatised the AIDS 


crisis. 


Director Steven Spielberg smiles as he holds the Golden Globe 
won for his direction of the filmSbindler’s List (AFP photo) 


Winona Ryder won Best 
Supporting Actress for The 
Age Of Innocence, and Tom- 
my Lee Jones was named best 
supporting actor for his part in 
The Fugitive. 

Mrs. Doublfire. starring 
Robin Williams, won for best 


musical or comedy. Williams, 
who played the pan of a man 
who pretends to be a woman 
housekeeper, won Best Com- 
edy Actor for Mrs. Doubtfire. 

"Presenters Faye Dunaway 
and Tim Cuny pgid respects to 
the memories of victims of this 
week's Los Angeles earth- 
quake. which killed 55 people. 

The Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, which today 
has S7 members who are main- 
ly free-lance journalists writing 
for foreign publications, 
started the Golden Globe 
Awards 51 years ago. But it 
wus not until the lute 1980s that 
Hollywood and U.S. media 
started to accept them as legiti- 
mate honours. 

The association was for 
many years a standing joke in 
Hollywood. Its members were 
said to be starstruck freeload- 
ers. most of whom were not 
full-time journalists and some 
of whom were not journalists 
at all. Some admitted to being 
cab drivers and others said 
they owned or worked in 
boutiques. 

The movie industry this year 
asked the association to move 
the nomination announce- 
ments. traditionally made on 
the last Wednesday of the 
year, forward by one week so 
that studios could cash in on 
the publicity during the week 
between Christmas and New 
Year's, traditionally a box 



Actress Holly Hunter holds the Golden Globe award she won 
for Best Actress In a Drama Tor her role in The Piano (AFP 
photo) 


office bonanza. 

Best TV series was Seinfeld 
and Its star. Jerry Seinfeld, was 
named Best TV Comedy 
Actor, while Best TV Scries 
Supporting Actress was Julia 
Louis Dreyfus, from the same 
show. Best TV Comedy Ac- 
tress was Helen Hunt of Mad 
About You. Best Supporting 
TV Scries Actor was Beau 
Bridges for The Positively 
True Adventures Of The 
Alleged Texas Cheerleader- 


Murdering Mom. 

Barhurians At The Gate was 
Best TV Miniseries or movie, 

Angela Bassett won for Best 
Musical Movie Actress in 
What's Love Got To Do With 
It?, the life. story of rock star 
Tina Turner. 

The cast of Robert Altman’s 
Short Cuts won a special tri- 
bute to the cast award. 

Farewell My Concubine, 
made in Hong Kong, won Best 
Foreign Language Film. 


CSI 



Telly Savalas 


Actor 


Telly 

Savalas 


dies at 70 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Telly 
Savalas, best known as the 
wise-cradting, lollipop-sucking 
homicide detective in the 1970s 
television series Kojak, died 
Saturday of prostate cancer. He 
was 70. 

Savalas died with his family 
at his side in his suite at the 
Sheraton-Universal Hotel, 
where he had been living as his 
condition worsened, a family 
spokesman said. 

Friends said the bald actor 
was as fearless in his final days 
as the street-wise New York 
cop he once played, keeping 
his illness a secret until word 
leaked out two weeks ago. 

“He just didn't want to bur- 
den people with what he was 
going through,” his publicist. 
Mike Mamakos, said. 

Even though Savalas had 
many roles in television and 
film — earning a Best Support- 
ing Actor Oscar nomination in 
1962 for B brim an Of Alcatraz 
— it was the CBS series Kojak 
that made him a star. 

He was the one and only 
actor to play Lieutenant Theo 
Kojak in the series, which ran 
from 1973 to 1978, and over- 
seas re-runs made bis 
trademark line “who loves ya, 
baby?” famous worldwide. 

But Savalas always insisted 
he didn't mind being typecast. 
“I made 60 movies before Ko- 
jak with some of the biggest 
names in the business, and 
people would still say, ’there 
goes whatVhis-hame,’” he 
once told an interviewer. 

Savalas was married three 
times and had six children. 

The Greek-American actor 
had no formal theatre training 
and fell into acting by accident 
in bis 30s after stints working 
for the government and in tele- 


vision news. 


He kept the bald look for 
The Dirty Dozen, in 1967 and 
went on to appear m The 
Battle Of The Bulge, the 
James Bond film On Her 
Majesty's Secret Service, Gen- 
ghis Khan, Kelly's Heroes, 
Beyond The Poseidon Adven- 
ture and The Muppet Movie. 


With his stocky build and 
mean ring grin, Savalas mostly 
portrayed loathsome villains as 
his career took off in the 1960s. 

But when the Kojak role 
came his way, he had a chance 
to play a heroic crime fighter 
— with warts and all. He won 
Emmy Awards in 1974 and 
1976 as well as praise from 
police nationwide for his realis- 
tic portrayal of detective work. 

Declared a Time magazine 
review of the series: “Kojak 
shows New York Gty in all its 
roach and racketeering mis- 
ery... but ultimately the show 
is a one-man operation.” 

That man was Savalas, 
whose portrayal of a cynical 
lollipop-loving detective who 
was prepared to bend the rules 
was the pinnacle of his acting 
career. 

Unlike Colombo a rival de- 
tective show at the time star- 
ring a milquetoast Peter Falk 
in a rumpled raincoat, Savalas’ 
Kojak wore three-piece suits, 
was outspoken and was not 
above stretching the literal in- 
terpretation of the law in order 
to crack a case. 

The supporting role in Ko- 
jak of detective Stavros was 
played by Savalas’ brother 
George. 

Savalas was bom Aristotle 
Savalas in Garden Gty, New 
York, cm Long Island. He de- 
scribed his father. Nicholas 
Constantine, as “a millionaire 
five times and a pauper six,*’ 
while his mother, Christina, 
was a former Miss Greece. 

After studying at Columbia 
University, he enlisted in the 
armed forces in World War II 
and was wounded in action 
winning a Purple Heart. 

After the war. he landed a 
job with the U.S. State De- 
partment’s Information Ser- 
vice and rose to become assis- 
tant director for the Near East 
South Asia and Africa. 

Besides being nominated for 
Birdman Of Alcatraz, Savalas 
played Pontius Pilate in The 
Greatest Story Ever Told 


Former beauty * 
queen ‘had affidf 
with Clinton’ . 



LONDON (AFP) — A former 
beauty queen has said she lad 
a five-month affair with. U.S. 

President Bill Clinton intfia 
1983 and was threatened unless 
she kept quiet about the Into*, 
during the 1992 pKsdgtnl 
election campaign. Y 

Perdue. 35. told the British -- fit 


aN ZI 


weekly the Sunday Telegraph 
that Mr. Clinton visited her 


home 12 times between August . 
and December 1983 wheithc 
was governor of Arkansas. The : 
former Miss Arkansas wddBte 
paper that during Mr.- Cjijit 
ton's presidential campaign »*•» 
was threatened by a wan -f^'* 
who claimed to be speaking ** 
behalf of Democrats in high 
places — not to talk abort 
their liaison. She aUeged4Mai IT 
she agreed to behave 
"good little girl” she would be- 
set up for life with a federal job 
and a regular monthly - pay 
check. "If I didn't take Ike 
offer, then they knew that l 
went jogging by myself- and 
couldn't guarantee what would " 
happen to my pretty little Ugs. 
Things just wouldn't be ".so "■ 
much fun for me any nftte. 
Life would get hard,” she was -', 
quoted as telling the Sufcday -■ 
Telegraph. A Gintott aide-' 
stressed during the presidetitajl 
campaign that Mr. Clinton had 
denied knowing Ms. IVnwe.;. 
The paper said the WKSe' 
House last week wouhT wt, 
reply to requests for conUMcnr^, 
After Ms. Perdue — a divorcee 
— turned down the offer -she 
lost her job at Lindemrood 
College in Missouri, had be? 
car damaged and received 
anonymous telephone ralh aa d . . 
hate mail, the paper reputed. . 
The Sunday Telegraph sand the' , 
allegations had been reported - 
to the FBI. which said it tank) J 
not comment on an "ongoing 
investigation.” Ms. Perdue' 
also alleged that Mr. CKntoU . 
used Arkansas state t r o oper s 
on security detail at the gov- 
ernor's mansion in Little' Rock 
to drive him to illicit meetings . 
at her home. '- 
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For sale — bunker 
with a view 


LONDON (R) — With the 
cold war over. Britain's De-'-r 
fence Ministry has put 2i-:- 
underground bunkers up for 
sale, euphemistically -calling!'., 
them "small country estates? £ 
with a view." The bunker*^ , 
measuring 15 by 3.5 feet (4Sv • 
by 1 .0 metre) were constructed^ 
to be manned by sokliers in ritt 
event of nuclear war. Now * ' 
ministry offidals say the bunk- ■ 
ers could make ideal wine cel- >- 
lars. bases for camping or even 
an ultra-quiet country retreat. 
Many are situated in areas .df 
natural beauty with lovely 
views, they said. 
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Settlement befit# 
negotiated in 
Jackson Case 


LOS ANGELES (AFP)— Sti- 
perstar Michael Jackson » 
negotiating in an effort to set- ■■ 
tie a sexual abuse lawsuit filed 
by a 14-year-old boy. a repotf j. 
said Saturday. Time magaanf A 
quoted sources dose to Jack- -~7 
son as saying they ward to 
settle the allegations am of 
court to avert additional -pub- - 
licity and that a deal might be 
reached as early as" next week. 
Several other reports sug- 
gested Jackson might be mov- 
ing toward settling the lawsuit, 
which alleges he molested the. 
boy during a five -month rela- 
tionship. The London labfoU ' 
Today said Jackson might pay 
up to £49 million to settle tite' 
case, but the singer's anomeys 
denied the report. Time szidib 
sources estimated the settle-' 
ment to be closer to S5 mitjhm. 
and would require the boy to 
remain silent about the allega- 
tions. 
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Romeo AndJuiM; 
headmistress .. 
may lose job 


Phi 


LONDON (R) — A school 
headmistress who prevcRtcd 
pupils seeing Shakranean's 
Romeo And Juliet beSSS* . 
deemed it “blatantly hd erase* 
xiial” fought for her job Satur- 
day after the disclosure she 
lives w«h a woman who helped 
“Pp oiot ber. Education; 

■ chiefs in the East London «fis- 
tnct of Hackney said they were 
investigating a possible cmrffict 
of interest in the appointment 
of Jane Brown, 36, ssheatM* 
trp of a local school for under' 
11-year-olds. “If at the eiKTdf 
my investigations I find d pri: 
ma facie case exists. I wifi" he 
recommending to the char of 
governors that he suspends 
her. Education Director -Gus 1 - 
John said. The investigation' 
follows newspaper reports that 
Ms. Brown was sharing: a, 
house with Nicki Thoro£od 
three children add tint 
Ms. Thorogood was acting 
chairperson of the scfrooTs- 
govemors when Ms. Brown 
was appointed headmistress 
two years ago. . \ 
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AnafK* defeats Yusupov 

WUKjj.AAN Z]B£. The Netherlands (AFP) — Viswanathan 
Anand qC&dia scored a third viaory against the Russian-bom 
Arthur Ypsupov of Germany in the fifth round of the World 
CheswQsampionships here. Anand increased his score to 3.5 
points-agai^st Yusupov's 1.5. Dutch grand master Jan Timman 
also won the fifth round of his match against Joel Lautier of 
France. Jq.’bring his score to three points to Lauder's two. 
Timing, .playing white, has improved his game since the third 
round. when he lost against Lautier, and has fought back to 
gain a,£*n>Q& advantage, with three games stilj to play. After 
the fivpifounds Russian Valery Salov is leading his countryman 
Alexander Khalifman by four points to one and needs' only 
half' a. point to knock -his opponent out of the contest. 

Wei iptiog breaks record on Japanese hill 

SAPPORO* Japan (AFP) — Jens Weissflog of Germany 
continued to dominate the World Cup Ski Jumping events 
here Sunday with a record 125.0-metre leap off the Okur- 
ayama large hill. Weissflog. who clinched an easy victory here 
Saturday, earned 253.4 points with another solid jump of 
J 18 . 0 m, on. the second leg for his fifth world cup win this 
season. .“1 fh'd not expect that 1 could do it,** Weissflog said 
'after breaking the course record set a year ago by Kenji Suda 
of Japan. And crediting “good conditions, good winds and a 
little bit.of lpcK" during the two-day competition. The victory 
proved the 1984 Olympic gold medalist, who also broke a hill 
record Jastmohth at Oberstdorf, Germany, was ready to make 
a medai -jcbarge at the Liliehammer Winter Olympic games 
starting £eb- 12. But despite his current success, the German 
ace repeated that he would retire after the season. World cup 
leader Espen Bredesen of Norway finished second for 244.0 
points wjfh jumps of 115.0 and 120.0m, compared with his 
ninth spot, at the previous event on Saturday. 

./*?'-■ 

Brazlliari wins Miami Mile 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — Brazil's Edgar Martins de Oliviera 
won the Miami Mile here Saturday in 4 minutes 01.0 seconds, 
edging out Poland's Michal Bartoszak and American Steve 
Scott for the men's elite title. Bartoszak was six-tenths of a 
second offthe pace and Scott a full second behind the winner. 
Kenya's' Joao NTyamba (4:02.3) was fourth and England's 
Paul Ffeacfy (4:02.6) was fifth. In the women's race. Canada's 
Angela'Chalmers won in 4:33.9 with American Suzy Hamilton 
second-in 4:36.3 and Canadian Paula Schnurr third in 4:37.8 . 
The legehds race, featuring past top miters in staggered starts 
based on handicap', ended in a tie between Kenya's Kip Keino 
and American Marty Liquori in 5:23.6. New Zealand's Peter 
Snell Was third with England's Steve Cram fourth. 

Ben Johnson’s doctor indicted 

TAMPA.* Fla. (AP) — The doctor who gave Canadian 
sprinter Ben Johnson the steroids that cost him an Olympic 
gold medal has been accused in a federal indictment of selling 
illegal sterofds in Florida. Jamie Astaphan, 48, a native of the 
Caribbean island of St. Kitts who has a medical practice in 
Toronto, was charged in the indiament unsealed Friday with 
selling more than 11 pounds (5 kilogrammes) of steroids laced 
with cocaine to undercover agents for $30,000 in Florida 
during August 1991. Authorities had been trying to extradite 
Astaphan since last year. He was arrested Jan. 8 when his 
• flight from the Antigua to Canada was diverted to New York 
l City because of bad weather. Since his arrest, he has pleaded 
innocent tout companion federal indictment in Buffalo, N. Y., 
chaigmghftrr^'rftt setting 1^00'vfaB'of steroids for$44;D00 To " 
underbovfer agents who 'posed as ihe owners of a Florida chain- ■ 
j, of physical fitness centres. n 

Loughran keeps crown 

BELFAST (AFP) — Irishman Eamonn Loughran hung on to 
bis World" Boxing Organisation (WBO) welterweight title here 
in the^eaHy hours of Sunday morning by a unanimous points 
decision against Italian Alessandro Duran. In a brawl of a fight 
■the 23-year-old champion always had too much power for 
Duran, although the Italian’s jab caused Loughran the odd 
problem .4The 28-y ear-old challenger was shaken by a left from 
Loughran in the third round and a right in the seventh, but the 
punch that worried him most of all came after the bell at the 
end of round eight. The champion was fortunate to escape a 
censurp.and eventually capitalised to cruise home by wide 
margins on all three judges’ cards. Indeed, American referee 
Ron Upton jiad to halt the final round for the doctor to inspect 
a nasty i qut above Duran’s right eye before allowing the Italian 
to corttupe. Loughran commented: “It was a scrappy fight. 
He wfj^aTbit of a spoiler. He tried to upset my plans, but I 
came through and boxed very well. At no time did he hurt 
me.” 
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Botiuvoinetable. South deals. 1 
/ WORTH 

'■W * 

7 6 6 2 
10 6 4 
EAST 
463 
J 10 6 

O A K J 0 8 3 
*Q.7 
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WEST. , f . M 
*96 4, ■ 
^ K Q 8 63 
CIO 
*98 6 


* A Q J. 10 8 2 
? A 7 4 2' 

C 4 

* A2 


The 

'South 

14 

2*7 

3* 


East 


. ’e/tt. North 
.Pass 1 NT 
Pass' '2 * 3 0 

Paw ' -4 * Pass 

— Pass 

OpeniSKrlead; Ten of 0 

Skilled gardplayere are masters of 
®i«oi»._Tjiey paint a false picture 
of their hand/ndt always being sure 
W where it's going to lead. The 
results cm be dramatic, as this deal 
tan a majdr pairs event shows. 

North’s. .oner-no-trump response 
to the niqpr-j&ft opening was fore- 
m E- With fitra' Values, South chose 


to bid the anemic heart suit in pref- 
erence to a jump rebid of three 
spades to avoid losing a possible 
heart fit. North judged well to raise 

to game with just K X in trumps. 
However, that was adequate sup- 
port on this auction. 

West led the ten of diamonds and 
declarer did not expect much of a 
problem amassing 10 tricks, even if 
the defenders scored a trump trick. 
Indeed, one ruff in dummy was an 
that was needed. But Bast overtook 
the ten of diamonds with the jack 
and shifted to a club, into the teeth 
of dummy's suit. Virions of over- 
tricks floated before declarer’s eyes. 

South was convinced that East s 
club was a singleton- After rising 
with the ace. declarer cashed the ace 
of hearts and ruffed a heart.. Smce 
ruffing diamonds as the entry For 
another heart ruff was too risky, 
declarer overtook the king of 
with the ace. There were still 10 
tricks available, but declarer wanted 

more. , ■ 

After drawing trumps, declarer 
led a chib and finessed the jack- A 
delighted East gained f the 
queen of clubs and the defenders 
still had' two heart tricks coming, to 
complete a one-trick set. 
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Champions Denmark dismayed 
by another Spanish challenge 


MANCHESTER, England 
(R) — Holders Denmark were 
left dismayed by the draw for 
the 1996 European Cham- 
pionship which set up another 
major confrontation with 
Spain, opponents who have 
consistently destroyed Danish 
soccer dreams. 

Coach Richard Moeller 
Nielsen, who guided Denmark 
to a fairytale triumph in 
Sweden in 1992, was stunned 
by his group two opponents in 
Saturday's eight-group draw 
for the qualifying rounds. 

“I would rather have met 
any other team than Spain,” he 
said. “It’s a chance to get our 
revenge though. 

“But with Belgium the third 
seeds, it’s a very tough group 
and the top three teams will 
take points off each other." 

Only two months ago a sing- 
le goal in Seveille saw Spain 
beat the Danes and deny them 
a place in this year's World 
Cup finals. 

In 1984, Spain triumphed in 
their European Championship 
semifinal on penalties, beat 
Denmark again in the opening 
match of the 1988 finals in 
Germany and ended the 
Danes' scintillating progress 


through the 1986 World Cup 
finals in Mexico. 

After the pressure of playing 
their last game of the World 
Cup qualifiers in the intimidat- 
ing atmosphere of Seville in 
November, Moeller Nielsen is 
determined that Denmark's 
last game of the Euro *96 quali- 
fiers should be in Copenhagen. 
The nations must thrash out 
their playing schedule by 
September. 

Denmark's Barcelona star 
Michael Laudrup was equally 
dismayed. “Oh no. Could that 
really be true, Spain once 
again?" he said when the news 
was broken to him. “We must 
avoid having a deciding match 
in Spain or Belgium this time.” 

Former champions the 
Netherlands were also thrown 
in again with World Cup qual- 
ifying opponents when drawn 
against Norway, who took 
three out of four points off 
them. 

France, champions in 1984, 
also drew tough opposition in 
Romania. Poland and Israel, 
whose shock 3-2 win in Paris 
effectively cost them their 
place in USA *94. 

Hosts England, staging an 


enlarged tournament after 
UEFA doubled the finalists to 
16, are relishing the possibility 
of all four British sides qual- 
ifying for the first time. 

Tournament director Glen 
Kirton said: “(It) would be 
great for the fans, especially as 
no other British teams were in 
the World Cup finals in Eng- 
land in 1966." 

Scotland were drawn with 
Greece and Russia — foes in 
the 1994 World Cup qualifying 
campaign — plus Finland and 
minnows the Faroe Islands and 
San Marino. 

Wales play world champions 
Germany, in a repeat of their 
unsuccessful 1992 European 
Championship qualifying ex- 
perience, Bulgaria, Albania 
and debutants Georgia and 
Moldova. 

Northern Ireland have been 
pitched again with arch-rivals 
Ireland, as in the last World 
Cup qualifiers, in a tough 
group which features Portugal, 
Austria, Latvia and Liechten- 
stein. 

The draw was swelled to a 
record 47 teams after the 
• admission of 16 new nations 
following the break-up of East- 
ern European states. 


Harding skates on as 
grand jury deliberates 


PORTLAND. Ore. (AP) — 
Three weeks before the start of 
the Winter Olympics, the ques- 
tion of whether Tonya Harding 
will be allowed to compete in 
the most glamorous event at 
Liliehammer is as great a mys- 
tery as her role in the attack on 
Nancy Kerrigan. 

Her berth on the team, 
seemingly secured two weeks 
ago when she won the national 
championships, is in the hands 
of the U.S. Figure Skating 
Association, the U.S. Olympic 
Committee and the Interna- 
tional Olympic Committee. 

Their derision hinges on the 
report of seven-member 
grand jury uying to sort out all 
the testimony and pieces of 
evidence,; gathered in ihe 
alleged conspiracy against Ker- 
rigan. That report is due by 
Feb. 3. 

As everyone waits, Harding 
skates, thrilling her fans with 
triple jumps at a shopping mall 
ice rink. She may be barred 
from the Olympics, she may be 
indiaed, but right now she 
cannot afford to stop skating 
and fret about her future. 

She’s 23 and she’s been skat- 
ing for 20 years, too long to 
quit even under the pressure of 
this investigation. 


/vnd it has been a brutal time 
for Harding, still not charged 
with any crime. 

From the moment she step- 
ped off the airplane in Portland 
after winning the nationals in 
Detriot. Harding has been de- 
nying accusations that she 
knew about the plot, encour- 
aged it. and tried to cover it 
up. 

All the accusations have 
been coming from Shawn Eck- 
ardt, her one-time bodyguard. 
Eckardt's confession provided 
the basis for a warrant against 
harding’s ex-husband. Jeff Gil- 
looly, with whom she had re- 
conciled since their divorce last 
August. 

But if the authorities be- 
lieved Eckardt enough to 
arresr Gillooiy, Why did. they 
not arrest Harding over similar 
allegations? Prosecutors won't 
say, insisting they are still investi- 
gating 

Asked if there was anything 
to show Harding was involved 
other than Eckardt’s word, his 
lawver. W. Mark McKnight. 
said: 

“We're working on that. 
We're very much aware of the 
fact that his credibility is at 
issue, and corrobarating faas 
are going to be necessary or 
he’ll be torn apart." 


Samaranch 
begins 
3rd term 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — Look who’s still run- 
ning the show. 

When the Winter Games 
open in Liliehammer on Feb. 
12. Juan Antonio Samaranch 
will be presiding over his 
eighth Olympics. 

After 13 years in the job, the 
73-year-old Spaniard shows no 
sign of slowing down as he 
starts his third — and pre- 
sumabably final — term as 
president of the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC). 

“I am like a very old car, 
no?” he said. “But I am still 
going very fast. If you look at 
my agenda for this year, it's 
crazy. 

Since his election in 1980. 
Samaranch has guided the IOC 
through probably the greatest 
period of change in its 100-year 
existence. Re-elected by 
acclamation in September, he 
looks set to keep up the pace 
over the next four years. 


Sampras eliminates Lendl 
as Graf, Sabatini advance 


MELBOURNE (AP) — Pete 
Sampras slammed down 19 
aces and hit searing forehands 
with radar precision to beat 
two-time champion Ivan Lendl 
in straight sets Sunday and 
power his way into the quarter- 
finals of the Australian Open. 

The top-seeded Sampras, 
seeking his third straight 
Grand Slam title, 'was too 
direa and consistent for 33- 
year-old veteran Lendl, win- 
ning 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) in 
2 hours, 19 minutes. 

Sampras now will face fleet- 
footed, athletic no. 10 seed 
Magnus Gustafsson of 
Sweden, a 2-6, 6-3, 6-1, 6-1 
winner over unseeded Czech 
player Martin Damm. 

Defending champion Jim 
Courier, bidding for his third 
straight Australian Open title, 
bludgeoned his way to a 6-3, 
6-4, 6-2 viaory over no. 13 
Wayne Ferreira of South Afri- 
ca. 

Three-time champion Steffi 
Graf, Arantxa Sanchez Viear- 
io, Gabriela Sabatini and Con- 
chita Martinez ail advanced to 
the last eight of the women's 
singles. 

Sampras, 22, already the 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion, was in superb form 
against 15th seed Lendl, who 
was one of his teen idols. 

“Ivan will go down as one of 
the greatest of all time," Sam- 
pras said. “I used to be in awe 
of him." 

Sampras started slowly and 
trailed 1-4 in the third set 
before rallying to repeat his 
victory over Lendl in last 
week's New South Wales Open 
final in Sydney. 

“It was a close match Today. 
.A couple of points here and 
there and he could have won." 
Sampras said. 

Sampras was nonetheless 
pleased with his form. 

“I think that was the best 
match of the tournament for 
me," he said. 

Lendl found some solace in 
his improved form after a dis- 
astrous 1993, but added: “You 
can’t be happy if you lose." 

“I hit the ball ok, but Pete 
played better on the big 
points,” said the former world 
no. 1. "I’m still trying to get 
my game together and you 
have to walk properly before, 
you can tty to run.” 

Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia, 
the no. 5 seed, was the first 
man to advance to the quarter- 
finals, saying he felt “very con- 
fident” for his next match with 
Courier. 


CAR FOR SALE 


Daewoo Royal Salon model: 1987. Mileage: 84,000km, full 
automatic with aircondition and full accessories, excellent 
condition, silver metallic. 

Price: JD 7,900. 

Please call tel. 672099 


1 DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT - 
FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

Two bedrooms, large L-shaped salon (dining and 
sitting), two bathrooms, two verandas, one glassed 
and spacious complete kitchen, washing machine, T.V. 
and video, water, electricity, heating, with separate 
telephone. 

Location: Abdoun area, near Elia Nuqul residence. 

Contact: 812840-814850-640966 


International Traders Travel Agency 
seeks a SALES EXECUTIVE 

Requirements: 

☆ Fluency in written and spoken English. Other foreign 
languages are a plus. 

* Ability to use a computer (word processing/spread sheet). 
4 Young, energetic, and willing to work long hours. 

& No experience required. 

. ■ fr University graduate with a minimum B.A. degree in 
business administration or a related field of study. 

* Presentable, outgoing, quick-witted; and attentive to 
detail. 

Interested applicants should send their C.V. by mail along 
with a recent photograph to: 

Sales & Marketing Department 
P.O. Box 408 
AMMAN 111 18 



We advise you to visit 

Al Dalai Establishment w-* 

Inside the Forte Grand Hotel A* ^ 

* For Information, the price of an 

embroidered cushion Is JD12 
Hand-made Oriental jackets— JP105 



° GOETHE-INSTITUT AMMAN 

cordially invites you to the lecture on 

The History of Arabic Silver Jewellery 
by Hana Sadeq Beraudo 
Tuesday, January 25, 1994, 6:00 p.m. 
Goethe Institute, Jabal Amman, 

Abdel Mun’im Al-Rifai Street 5. 

Tel. 641993. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Hyndai Sonata, model 1990, full options, with 
2.4i engine. Colour is dark grey. 

For price & evaluation, please 
call 616775 


To Suit 
All 

Budgets 


PLEASE CALL : JORDAN PROPERTY 
CONSULTANTS TEL : 829882 / 3298S3 


c. 

VILLA FOR RENT & LOTS OF 
FLATS , WITH OR WITHOUT 
FURNITURE. 



Gabrida Sabatini 

The powerful left-hander de- 
feated unseeded South African 
Grant Stafford 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 
(7-3) in less than two hours, 
equaling his previous best per- 
formance at the tournament. 
He last made the quarters in 
1989. 

Ivanisevic served 16 aces, 
bringing his total for the 
tournament to 66. 

Graf earlier scored her. 
fourth successive straight-set 
viaory, downing Sandrine Tes- 
tud 6-1, 6-2 to advance to the 
women's quarterfinals. 

Graf is seeking her fourth 
Australian Open cham- 
pionship and her fourth 
straight title in a Grand Slam 
tournament. 

The 24-year-old German 
overwhelmed her French 
opponent with her power and 
pace. She now will face 17- 
year-old American Lindsay 
Davenport, a 6-2, 6-7 (4-7), 6-2 
winner over no. 6 seed Mary 
Joe Fernandez. 

Rookie Pro Davenport, the 
no. 16 seed, squandered four 
match points in the second set 
against two-time finalist Fer- 
nandez, but recovered her 
composure. 

No. 4 seed Sabatini of 
Argentina beat no. 9 Mary 
Pierce of France 6-3, 6-3 in a 
match that was far closer than 
the score suggests. 


Pierce held three match 
points against Sabatini here 
last year and beat her in the 
Virginia Slims championship in 
New York in November. 

“I was a lot more aggressive 
today and played a lot more 
smart,” said Sabatini. 

Testud. a stocky 21-year-old 
baseliner from Lyon, never 
had made it past the second 
round at any Grand Slam, 
while Graf has made at least 
the last eight in every slam she 
has contested since 1985. 

Sanchez Vicario, the no. 2 
seed, advanced with a 4-6, 6-1, 

6- 3 viaory over no. 14 Mag- 
dalena Maleeva of Bulgaria, 
while no. S Manuela MaJeeva- 
Fragniere of Switzerland and 
no. 5 Jana Novotna of the 
Czech Republic also progres- 
sed. 

Third seed Martinez, from 
Spain, recovered from a very 
sluggish start to defeat 17-year- 
oid American Chanda Rubin 

7- 6 (7-4), 6-3. 

Kimiko Date of Japan, who 
last week moved into the top 
10 for the first time in her 
career, also progressed to the 
quarters. 

Date the no. 10 seed, defe- 
ated unseeded American Gin- 
ger Helgeson 7-5, 6-1 and will 
play Martinez in the quarters 
Tuesday. 


THE SCANDINAVIAN LADIES OF 
AMMAN 

will have their monthly meeting, Wednesday. Jan. 26, 
10 a.m. at Marriott Hotel. 

Members and guests are most welcome. 


NEW BUILDING"! 

TOLET "COMPLETE" 1 


■ f>.- Hi*## 




-■ v:u v ^- ' 

j, ^ ... 





7 APARTMENTS (furnished) 

*5 Apts. 1 Bedroom, 55m z Each 
*2 Apts. 2 Bedrooms, 70m 2 Each 

♦Guard, Store room & Parking 
*Would be furnished & equiped to ranter's 
specific requirements (i.e. tel. & fax etc..) 

* Prime location in Sweifieh/Abdoun 


For appointment with owner pis. call 810 150 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF DELAY 


FOR THE OPENING OF THE TENDER FOR 
CONSULTING ENGINEERING SERVICES 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Ministry of Supply, 
announces the delay for the opening of the tender for 
consulting engineering services for expansion of ex- 
isting silos in Irbid, which was set to be on the 
31/1/1994. The new date would be the 15/2/1994. 
All qualified international consulting en- 
gineering firms that bought the IFB are re- 
quested to contact Ministry of Supply to be 
handed the addendum No. 1. 


FLAT FORRENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, lounge, dining room, central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: Al Rabieh district near Al Rabieh Bakeries. 

Please caff Tel. 69022 o. Amman. 
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Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD 

1 Madonna — in 

A O f The ir Own 

ShowsTTWIl. 3:30! ftjis. 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
FUGITIVE 

5:15 

Arabic play “Hi America" at 8:3<L 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Ahmad Zaki in 

The Lady’s Chauffeur 

(Arabic) 


Shrtws: 1 2:30. 3: 1 5. 5:1X1. 6:30. 8:311. 111:311 


Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Michael Douglas — in 

“BLACK RAIN” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


Tel.: 675571 


Naha Al Masfahii Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

ALIImNuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issd. Daoud Jalajel. Has- 
son A! Sheer, Fuad Shomsdi 
In addition to other comedians 

Every night at fcH 
Tickets ere soM sU day 


Nabil & HtenariTs ™- : 62S1S5 ! 

AHLANTSigATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Aldan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tfteatrens closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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israeli Arabs ask to meet Assad 


TEL AVIV — Israeli Arab politicians, trying to pnse 
open lies wish Arab stales, want to visit Syria to pay 
condoler in President Hafez Al Assad on the death of his 
son, ont :dan said on Sunday. Abdul Wahhab Al 
Darawshe ' of the Arab Democratic Party, said he asked 
Egypt’s em. in Israel to pass on the request on Saturday 
and would a appeal to the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) to intervene. Arab mayors of towns in Israel have 
sent condolences to Mr. Assad, whose son Basel died in a car 
crash cn Friday. "We hope to pay our respects to President 
Assad and at fhe same time strengthen our ties with the Arab 
Nation, of wl i r'~. we are a part." Mr. Darawshe told Reuters. 
Israel has 800/00 Arab citizens and their representatives are 
waging a campaign of acceptance among Arab states which 
have long excluded them. Delegations have visited Jordan and 
PLO headquarters in Tunisia in the past. Israeli Arabs can also 
visit Egypt and make pilgrimages to Muslim holy sites in Saudi 
Arabia. 


Bomb kills Israeli-affiliated militiaman 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — A roadside bomb exploded near a 
patrol of the Israeli-affiliated South Lebanon Army militia 
Sunday, killing a militiaman, security sources said. The 
source, speaking on condition of anonymity, said the bomb 
went off at midday (1000 GMT) as the patrol was passing near 
the Houla crossing, one of five gateways into Israel's self- 
styled “security zone.” There was no immediate claim of 
responsibility for the attack. 


Australia warned of Indonesian nuclear crisis 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia's conservative opposition 
urged the government Sunday to prepare for a nuclear 
emergency if neighbouring Indonesia, described as geological- 
ly unstable, goes ahead with a nuclear power plant. “Australia 
should have some idea about the extent of the effect on 
Australia of a nuclear accident in Indonesia.” said opposition 
environment spokeswoman Chris Gallus as she called for an 
environmental impact assessment. “Australia must have an 
action plan in case of such an accident,” she said in a 
statement. Indonesia said on Thursday it was considering 
whether or not to build a 600-megawatt nuclear power plant in 
Java after a Japanese engineering firm stated last month that 
the project was feasible. Critics say Indonesia's geological 
instability makes nuclear reactors a high risk, especially in 
Java, the country's most densely populated region. 


56 journalists reported killed in 1993 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fifty-six journalists died while working 
in 1993. with more killed in Algeria, Bosnia. Somalia and in 
former Soviet republics than in any other countries, the- 
Committee to Protect Journalists said. “What is striking about 
both Algeria and (formerly Soviet) Tajikistan is that the 
attacks on journalists are symptoms of enormous political 
upheavals which have been largely ignored by the Western 
press.” William Ortne, the committee's executive director, 
said in a statement released Sunday. The committee compiled 
a list of those killed in each country, totaling 56, plus a list of 
16 others whose deaths are being investigated. Fewer repor- 
ters were killed in 1993 than the record 61 who died in 1991, 
but more died than in 1992. In that year, the committee 
reported that 49 journalists were killed or presumed dead 
worldwide. Most of this year’s victims were local residents 
working for local and international news organisations, the 
New York-based committee said. In many cases, the reporters 
were taigetted for assassination by ethnic, religious and 
nationalist extremists. 


Talks begin on repatriation of Eritreans 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — Talks have begun here for the 
voluntary repatriation of Eritrean refugees numbering over 
half a million in Sudan. The Eritrean commissioner for 
refugees arrived here Saturday to discuss arrangements for the 
repatriation operation with the Sudanese officials concerned 
as well as the representative of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) here. On his arrival 
the envoy went straight into a meeting with Sudanese Minister 
of State for Refugees Abdul Rahman Sira! Khatim. The 
Eritrean official said in a statement carried by the Sudan News 
Agency (SUNA) that Eritrea had made “thorough" prepara- 
tions to receive the returning refugees. 


Iran deputy backs disgraced cleric 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A member of Iran's parliament Sunday 
backed Ayatollah Hussein Ali Montazcri, now disgraced for 
his opposition to the government, as a religious figure and 
called on Tehran to stop the negative campaign against him. 
Hassan Mokhlari — a representative from Ayatollah Mon- 
tazeri's hometown of Najafabad in the central province of 
Esfahan — said his constituency was interested in following 
Ayatollah Montazeri as a marja-e-taghlid, the highest source 
of reference for Shi’ite Muslims. Mr. Mokhtari criticised the 
negative campaign underway against Ayatollah Montazeri, 
once the heir to Ayatollah RuhoIIah Khomeini as Iran's 
spiritual leader, and called on the authorities to stop them, ft 
was the first time in two years that the possibility of Ayatollah 
Montazeri serving as the Shi'ite leader was raised by a 
^parliamentarian in public. In November 1992. former deputy 
Morteza Alviri said SO to 100 deputies in the 270-seat 
parliament favoured having the ayatollah as the leader. 


3 Iraqis float across Dead Sea into Israel 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Three Iraqis requesting political asylum 
in Israel floated across the Dead Sea from Jordan last week 
and are now being questioned by police, a newspaper reported 
Sunday. It was the second group of Iraqis to infiltrate Israel in 
a week. Iraqi citizens who oppose President Saddam Hussein 
periodically seek asylum from Israel. The daily Haaretz said 
the three Iraqis. Safah Ben, 39. Ismail Ben. 39, and Bassam 
Vatayir. 27 crossed the Dead Sea from Jordan in tyres then 
surrendered to soldiers who turned them over to police. They 
are now being held in an Israeli jail for questioning, the daily 
said. 


Kurdish leader in France arrested 


PARIS (AFP) — French authorities have placed under house 
arrest a Kurdish leader and are planning to expel him despite 
his assertion that his political actions are legal, an anti-racism 
group said here Saturday. The Movement Against Racism and 
for Friendship between People said Azad Dere had been 
questioned by police in Paris on Thursday and then ordered to 
remain at home in the South of France. Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua signed an expulsion order for Mr. Azad Dere 
on Dec. 30 as part of r ^irope-wide crackdown on Kurdish 
activists. Mr. Dere told AFP by telephone he had been 
detained while acting as an interpreter for a visiting Kurdish 
delegation. “My activities in France are perfectly legal," he 
said. *‘I have a resident’*, permit that is valid until 2003.” 
Police have placed him un ler house arrest “until they can find 
a country that will accept ; after my expulsion from" France,” 
he said, adding that if;- expulsion order was a result of 
pressure from the Turk- h government. 


38 arrested in southern Egypt 


ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Egyptian security forces arrested 38 
people in ihe southern town of Assiyut Sunday as part of a 
sweep against suspected militants, the national security cheif 
said. General Nasser Zaher said the campaign would aiso 
target the towns of Badari and Daynn and militant mountain 
hideouts in the south of the country. Seventeen policemen 
were killed last month in Assiyut. a focus of Muslim 
fundamentalist unrest where serious armed conflict broke out 
in March 1992. 



YOUNG VICTIMS: The bodies of five oT the six 
children killed by a shell while playing In fresh 


snow In Sarajevo Saturday (see page 8) are laid 
out in a morgue. The decapitated body of the 
sixth child was in another morgue (AFP photo) 


Kies til ponders mistress or job 


VIENNA (R) — Austrian 
President Thomas Klestil. 
coming under presurc to 
choose between his mistress 
and his job. promised Sunday 
to sort out his personal prob- 
lems and end a mounting scan- 
dal without delay. 

Mr. Klestil's wife. Edith, left 
him earlier this month because 
of his relationship with foreign 
ministry’ official Margot Loef- 
fler. an aide whose duties 
brought her close to the presi- 
dent." 

“My private problems have 
nor become easier.” he told 
Sunday's mass-circulation 
Neue Kronen Zeitung. “But 
it's in my very own best in- 
terest to solve them quickly." 

Mr. Klestil. a suave f>l -year- 
old career diplomat allied to 
the Conservative People's Par- 
ty (OEVP). was elected presi- 
dent in 1992. replacing Kurt 
Waldheim. 

Rumours of a split between 
Austria's president and first 
lady were kept under wraps by 
an unusually restrained tabloid 
press until Mr. Klestil admitted 
last week that his wife had 
moved out after 37 years of 


become fully blown, with sug- 
gestions in the media that Ms. 
Loeffler be given some foreign 
embassy post far away from 
Vienna. 

“Thomas Klestil must de- 
cide. Either he wants to enjoy 
private life with his female 
colleague or continue in 
office.” said OEVP women's 
group member Maria Gruff at 
the weekend. 

She said Mr. Klestil had won 
the presidential election by us- 
ing his wife to portray himself 
as a happy family man. "which 
was nor true." 


marriage. 

A day later, photographs of 
Ms. Loeffler were “ splashed 
across front pages,* and state- 
run television, relucianly. took 
up the story of his affair. 

Now. with wild reports of a 
"lovenest” in the federal pres- 
idency office for military 
emergencies, the scandal has 


“This was a dirty trick to 
play on the Austrian people.” 
Ms. Graff said, adding that 
* Mr. Klestil should have re- 
solved his “hormone crisis” 
with his wife. “Now to not 
divorce but carry on with the 
other woman, that's really Urn- 
down. ” 

Although largely ceremo- 
nial. the office of president is 
highly respected by Austrians. 
One of Mr. KlestiVs promises 
on taking office 'as to repair 
any damn" might ha\e 

been ' .eign relations 

by a .uneim controversy. 

He aiso promised to be can- 
did. 


“ These problems have no 
negative effect on the conduct 
of my office. My capacities are 
in no way limited bv them." 
Mr. Klestil added. 

Mr. Klestifs mandate lasts 
another five years. Although 
his office is politically non- 
partisan. the scandal is a 
potential em harassment to his 
party in a year which includes 
state elections, a referendum 
on joining the European Un- 
ion. and a general election. 

Mr. Klestifs wife Edilh. in 
an interview with Vienna's Der 
Standard newspaper on Satur- 
day. said the head of state's 
affair with Ms. Loeffler had 
become an unbearable embar- 
rassment to her. 


Asked how lone it had been 
going on. she said she did not 
know, but added: “In any ease, 
too long.” 

“If people talk to me and 
ask me why 1 am not seen 
very often with the president 1 
don't want them to get the 
impression that I am a lazy 
person who does not take her 
duties seriously." she said. 


“If 1 now have problems like 
many others have. I can only 
say. "the people certainly don't 
want some plaster saint hut a 
man with normal feelings and 
weaknesses and vulnerabili- 
ties." he told ihe newspaper. 


But “you don't simply throw 
40 years with your partner into 
the garbage can.” she added. 
The K Jest i Is have three grown- 
up children. 

Asked if a foreign posting 
for Ms. Loeffler would resolve 
the problem. Austria's first 
lady said: “That is not the only 
solution to the problem. But it 
would help.” 


Rival army factions fight in Lesotho 


MASERU (AFP) — Fierce 
fighting between rival army- 
groups erupted Sunday in the 
capital of the southern African 
Kingdom of Lesotho, killing at 
least two rebel soldiers, a di- 
plomat said. 

The clashes erupted shortly 
after dawn and the diplomat 
said “ferocious shooting” 
lasted about 35 minutes, fol- 
lowed by two hours of sporadic 
gunfire, interspersed by mortar 
bombs. 

The U.S. embassy warned 
people to vacate the capital, 
saying further heavy fighting 


between the two groups was 
expected. 

Radio broadcasts warned 
Maseru residents to stay in- 
doors and South African Fore- 
ign Minister Pik Botha warned 
people not to travel to Maseru 
because of the lighting be- 
tween loyal and rebel army 
troops. 

“South Africans are re- 
quested not to travel to Maseru 
and its environs until the situa- 
tion has returned to normal." 
Mr. Botha said in a statement 
Sunday from Pretoria. 

At least two rebel soldiers 


were killed in Sunday’s shnol- 
out. adding to the two others 
killed in earlier dashes last 
week. 

The British Foreign Office 
told its citizens in Lesotho to 
stay indoors Sunday 


The conflict was apparently 
sparked by a demand for a H)i) 
per cent pay rise by the rebel 
soldiers, and diplomats do not 
believe the uprising is related 
to dissatisfaction with the six- 
month-old government of 
P.r i m e Minister N M u 
Mokhchle. 


Death of Assad’s son sparks 


grief and fears for stability 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad 
buried his eldest son and heir 
apparent Basel over the 
weekend as ordinary Syrians 
and diplomats expressed fears 
of political instability in 
Damascus. 

His son’s death in a car 
accident in Damascus Friday 
came less than a week after Bill 
Clinton and Mr. Assad held a 
summit in Geneva, where the 
U.S. president described Syria 
as “the key" to a full Arab- 
Israeli peace settlement. 

Basel was buried on Satur- 
day in the family’s village of 
Kordaha, northern Syria, in a 
funeral attended by several 
Arab leaders as well as 100,000 


his successor. 

An army major, fine horse- 
man and marksman. Basel was 
in charge of the elite Republi- 
can Guards protecting the Sy- 
rian leader. 

Mr. Assad has been prepar- 
ing the succession for several 
months by giving his son in- 
creasing responsibilities, in- 
cluding key issues regarding 
Lebanon, where Syria main- 
tains 35.000 troops, diplomats 
said. 

Last May he was entrusted 
with the delicate task of eradi- 
cating a major smuggling op- 
eration allegedly run by Mr. 
Assad’s eldest brother, Jamil 
Al Assad, and his allies. 


assume even greater import- 
ance. 

Mr. Assad's brother earned 
his reputation after he put 
down an uprising by the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood in 1980 and in 
1981. 

But a series of excesses fol- 
lowed. prompting Mr. Assad 
to force Rifaat to 
live in exile in Europe. He was 
allowed back in Syria two years 
ago after an eight-year abs- 
ence. 


mourners. 

When Mr. Assad arrived at 
Kordaha airport he appeared 
composed and urged crowds to 
be calm, but he later burst into 
tears at the ceremonies in 
Naesa Mosque. 

“We are very afraid the 
president will be affected by 
the tragedy which hit him at a 
very delicate time in the re- 
gion," said Asad Yunes, a 
villager. “But he’s a believer. 
He will survive this.” 

Mr. Assad. 63. who has had 
heart problems, has main- 
tained stability in his country 
with an iron-first during his 
24-year rule, and over the last 
two years he was widely seen 
as grooming Basel, 31, to be 


Basel crushed the smuggling 
activity which centred around 
the Syrian port of Latakia. in 
cooperation with the Lebanese 
authorities across the border in 
northern Lebanon. 

“No one could have done 
what Basel did in this town. He 
was the best member of the 
president's family," Jawdut. a 
merchant from Latakia. said. 

There have been several re- 
ports of rivarly between Mr. 
Assad and members of his 
family, particularly tension be- 
tween the Syrian president and 
his brother Rifaat. 


A Western diplomat in 
Damascus also said there were 
concerns about political fric- 
tion. 

He said Basel’s death was 
"not only a blow to the family 
but also to the regime's stabil- 
ity. and this tragedy can only 
raise concerns" about the suc- 


A vice-president and 
businessman, Rifaat. 55. has 
always been considered in- 
fluential and is now likely to 


cession. 

Mr. Assad takes major poli- 
tical derisions in cooperation 
with the ruling Baaih Party but 
he depends on members of his 
own Alawite community. a 
minority Muslim religious 
group, for his personal secur- 
ity. 

The president's efforts to 
groom Basel as his heir had 
apparently silenced voices of 
dissent in Syria, where a large 
part of the population was un- 
happy with the Alawite'S grip 
over power. 

Bui Basel's death now 
threatens to crush these 
efforts. 


Hekmatyar seeks to 
pulverise his capital 


KABUL (Agencies) — Troops 
loyal to Prime Minister Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar rained hun- 
dreds of rockets on the capital 
Sunday, battering Kabul with 
their fiercest assault in a three- 
week battle. 

The barrage blasted residen- 
tial areas, the presidential 
palace and the government-run 
television station. There were 
no immediate casualty figures. 

Mr. Hekmatyar and his ally, 
warlord Rashid Dostum, be- 
gan a bloody battle to oust 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani on New Year's Day. 

Afghan sources said war- 
planes flown by General Dos- 
tum's pilots draped seven 
bombs Sunday on Wazir 
Akbar Khan, a residential area 
where most diplomats, aid 
organisations and embassies 
are housed. 

There were reports that a 
bomb hit the Japanese embas- 
sy. but there were no casual- 
ties. Most embassies, the Un- 
ited Nations and several aid 
groups evacuated their interna- 
tional staff from Kabul more 
than a week ago. 

Dostum forces bombed posi- 
tions held by Mr. Rabbini's 
Jamiat-e-Islami forces in the 
south of the city, reports said. 

Blistering rocket and artil- 
lery battles between Jamiat-e- 
Islami and the Hczb-c-Islami 
of Mr. Hekmatyar broke out at 
fiist light. 

Gen. Dostum's bombers 
launched attacks from his 
headquarters in the northern 
city of Mazar-e-Sharif on 
Jamiat-e-Islami positions in vil- 
lages south of Kabul and on 
Mr. Rabbani's airbase at Ba- 
gram, heavily damaging the 
runway, reports said. 

^dependent sources said 


Mr. Hekmatyar’s forces had 
made some gains in Sunday s 
fighting. 

The rebel coordination 
council, of which Hezb-e- 
Islami is a part, said it would 
welcome peace and efforts by a 
team of Islamic scholars from 
moderate parties to negotiate 
an end to the battle, in which 
thousands of civilians have 
been killed and injured. 

■•We are ready to agree to a 
ceasefire... but the other side 
should also agree." the council 
said in a statement after a 
meeting late on Saturday in 
Peshawar, Pakistan. 

“If the other side does not 
agree we will also continue to 
fight." it said. 

The council warned banks^ 
and foreign institutions not to c j' 
issue money to Mr. Rabbani’s 
government, which it de- 
scribed as illegitimate. 

“All those banks of Afgha- 
nistan and foreign institutions 
which have relations with 
Afghanistan should not give 
money to the Afghan govern- 
ment or those who say they 
represent the government be- 
cause there is no legal govern- 
ment in Afghanistan." it said. 

It warned of a strong reac- 
tion by the council against any 
such action by banks or foreign 
organisations. 

At least 8.000 people have 
been wounded in some of the 
fiercest fighting since insur- 
gents swept the communist 
from power in 1992. Some 700 
more people have fled the city. 

There have been several 
appeals for a ceasefire. The 
U.N., Pakistan and Saudi Ara- 
bia have asked the warring 
factions to lay down their 
weapons. 


2 more die in Algeria; 


conference faces boycott 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian violence claimed two 
more lives on Sunday as pro- 
testers demonstrated against 
killing and the government 
made final plans for a national 
conference in the face of a 
boycott threat by political par- 
ties. 

Security officials said a Tuni- 
sian national, Raymond 
Louzoum, a 62-year-old opti- 
cian who had run a shop in 
central Algiers for more than 
30 years, was murdered by 
unidentified killers. 

They did not give any motive 
for the crime. The government 
has blamed armed Islamic ex- 
tremists for targeting fore- 
igners as part of a guerrilla war 
against the regime, but it was 
not clear that Mr. Louzoum 
had been thus singled out. 

An Algiers taxi driver. 
Rachid Khodja. meanwhile, 
died from injuries received 
when his car was sprayed with 
machinegun fire Jan. 9. That 
attack was blamed on an 
armed Islamic group. 

Meanwhile, a government 
commission charged with pre- 
paring for a “national consen- 
sus conference,' met with the 
High State Council, Algeria's 
collegiate presidency, two days 
ahead of the conference’s plan- 
ned start, an official source 
said. 

No details of the outcome 


which is intended to set the 
scene for a three-year transi- 
tion from current military- 
backed rule to general elec- 
tions. 

Algeria's main political par- 
ties, the former ruling party, 
the National Liberation Front 
(FLN).the Front for Socialist 
Forces, and the outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), 
have all already said they will 
not attend the conciliation con- 
ference. 


was given. 

President Ali Kafi called 
Saturday on political parties to 
stop their “manoeuvres” and 
take part in the conference 


The FLN said it could not 
agree with “replacing one pro- 
visional government with 
another provisional govern- 
ment." 

A FIS boycott declaration 
Saturday appeared to dash 
hopes that it might be brought 
into the mainsteam of govern- 
ment moves to plot Algeria's 
future. Hopes had been raised 
after recent reports of “posi- 
tive" contacts between people 
close to the FIS and the gov- 
ernment's national dialogue 
commission. 

Protestors in Laghouat. 400 
kilometres south of Algiers 
and Biskra. 425 kilometres 
south-east of the capital, called 
Sunday for an end to the wave 
of violence that has swept the 
couznry. Radio Algeria said. 

The large crowd carried ban- 
ners calling for "enough 
widows and orphans." Demon- 
strations against violence, and 
for the rights of Berber people, 
the original inhabitants of 
North Africa, were held last 
week. 


Do not recognise Israel 
— Qadhafi advises Syria 


SIRTE. Libya (R) — Libyan 
lender Muammar Qadhafi 
warned Syria Saturday not to 
recognise 'Israel, saying Arabs 
would rather die than do a 
land- for- peace deal with the 
Jewish state. 

"The Baath Party which 
rules Syria and which 'has held 
high the pan- Arab banner can- 
not end up recognising Israel.” 
Colonel Qadhafi said at the 
opening session of the Libyan 
people's eongress. 

“The principle of (trading) 
land Tor peace is dangerous,” 
he declared, adding that the 
confrontation with Israel had 
to continue “even if it means 
the death of millions of 
Arabs." 

"We would rather die than 
accept the land- for- peace princi- 

C lc and recognise Israel.” the 
ibynn leader said. 

Syria is officially in a state of 
war with Israel. But it says it is 
willing to agree peace with the 
Jewish state on the basis of 
United Nations resolutions 
calling on Israel to give up 
Arab lands it seized in return 
for comprehensive peace with 
its neighbours. 

A U.S. -Syrian summit u 
week ago cleared the way for a 
resumption of negotiations be- 
tween Syria and Israel, which 
hit stalemate over the Golan 


Heights seized bv Israel in 
196?. 

Syria demands total Israeli 
withdrawal. Israel had said it 
could make a limited pullback 
but has refused to discuss it 
until Syria says if peace means 
full ties and open borders. 

The Israeli side at the nego- 
tiations said the summit in 
Geneva last Sunday had cre- 
ated conditions for a possible 
breakthrough in the two-vear- 
old talks. 


In his address. Colonel 
Qadhafi also criticised Arab 
leaders, without naming anv. 
for supporting the wider Mid- 
dle -East peace negotiations 
being sponsored bv Washing- 
ton. 

"1 want you to write reports 
to your leaders telling them 
that the West j 5 0n nsVav to 
disintegration just like the "for- 
mer Soviet Union.” Col. 
Qadhafi told Arab ambassa- 
dors present. 

He also attacked the historic 
peace accord between the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and Israel on Palestinian 
self rule in the Gaza Strip and 
the Wyst Bank town of 
Jericho, 

“The Gaza Strip is Egyptian 
and the West Bank is Jorda- 
nian. Col. Qadhafi declared. 
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Prince Charles 
to tour Australia 


SYDNEY (AP) — Prince 
Charles arrives for a 12-day ; 
official tour Monday bia , 
monarchists and republicans 
doubt he'll influence debate 
over whether Australia should 
sever links with the British 
crown. “We're happy aboni 
Charles coming. He's really 
just another English tourist." 
said Andrew Johnson, exefa. 
tive director of the Australian 
Republican Movement; 
Although thousands lined the 
street to catch a glimpse of 
visiting members of Britain's 
ruling'family in the 1950s and 
60s. royal tours attracr few 
spectators nowadays. “It's be- 
come a bit of a yawn.” Mr. 
Johnson said Sunday. Lloyd 
Waddy. convener of the pro* 
royalist Australians Fot Con- 
stitutional Monarchy group, is 
also nonplussed. He said the 
prince's tour will not have 
"particular significance one 
way or the other” on the re- 
publican issue. Neither side 
plans demonstrations during 
the visit. Australia i$ an inde- 
pendent nation, but like some 
other former British.: colonies 
including Canada and New 
Zealand, retains Queen Eli- 
zabeth as head of state I If the 
queen dies or steps aside. 
Charles as her heir will become 
king of Australia when he is 
crowned king of England; 
Prime Minister Paul Keating; 
who will welcome the prince 
on arrival at Sydney Airport, 
wants to declare a republic and 
replace the British monarch as 
head of state with an Austra- 
lian president by 2001. Opin- 
ion polls show Australians are 
divided on the issue with youn- 
ger people favouring change 
and older people not. 


Model in Koran 
row protected 
by bodyguard 


BONN (R) — German model 
Claudia Schiffer is protected 
by bodyguards since Muslims 
took offence at a revealing 
bodice bearing Koranic verses 
which she wore at a,- Paris 
fashion show, a newspaper said 
Saturday. The report m the 
mass-circulation Bild quoted ■ 
Ms. Schiffer’s mother Gudnin \ 
as saying Claudia was modelling 
on the Indonesia Island of Bali 
and did not venture on to the 
street without a bodyguard be- 
cause of alleged Muslim 
threats. Bild quoted Muslims 
in Germany as saying Ms. 
Schiffer should be punished for 
parading at the Paris summer 
collections a week ago in a ’ 
torso-hugging black bustier on . 
which, Arabic words were . 
embroidered in grey pearls. - 
Hartmut Koschyk. a mdmber 
of parliament for the Christian 
Social Union, sister party of 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democrats, told 
Bild: "We must not accept it 
when religious fundamentalists 
threaten to kill Claudia Sdiift 
fer. She must get protection 
like top politicians and other 
people at risk.” The head of 
France's Muslim community. 
Dalil Boubakeur. said Friday 
Chanel had erred in sewing 
Koranic verses on the garment 
but accepted an apology from 
the Chanel Fashion House. 1 
Chanel, which said it acted in 
good faith, destroyed the dres- 
ses after Muslims in the In*- , 
donesian capital Jakarta pro**; 
tested to the German govern- 
ment. Chanel designer Karl 
Lagerfeld is German. 
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Reenactment led 
to Bobbitt acquittal 

WASHINGTON (R) — Jurors 
in the trial of Lorena Bobbitt 
said their reenactment "of the 
crime led them to acquit the 
defendant for malicious, 
wounding by reason of insan- 
ity. the Washington Post re- 
ported Sunday. Holding the 
same knife she had used to cut 
off her husband’s penis, a male 
juror played the role of Lore*, 
na. the paper said, with John 
Wayne Bobbitt being repre- 
sented by a paper cup.. "The 
more we did... we realised that 
this was not a person who was 
acting in a sane manner." juror 
Jeanne Elmore. 42. told the 
Post. “You could see as we 
were reading her words, the 
emotion building/' Ms. 
Elmore was one of five mcfli* 
burs of the Manassas, Virgin®' 
jury interviewed for the story. 
The jury — made up of se vcfl 
women and Fwe men — w* 5 
not in agreement on exact'? 
when Lorena Bobbitt snapped- 
the paper reported, however 
members were unanimous j n 
believing that Lorena Bobbin 
was raped by her 26 -year-oM 
husband in the earlv monnin? 
hours of June 13 'and the" 
suffered u brief psychotic 
breakdown brought on by 
years of abuse. 
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